Plant Science 11
Machinery Technology

Course Syllabus for fall 2006
Monday 10:00 AM – 12:50 PM, Room AGR 1
Monday 2:00 M – 3:30 PM, Room AGR 2

3 Units Credit
Reedley College Room FEM 8
Instructor:
Kent Kinney



Office: FEM 10, Phone: (559)638-3641, Ext. 3275.



Office Hours: Tues. 9:00 AM, Wed.11:00 AM, Fri. 10:00 AM



Office Telephone: (559)638-3641 extension 3275
Email: kent.kinney@reedleycollege.edu
Text Book 


“Tractors”.  Deere and Company Service Training, Ill.  1994
Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
demonstrate the ability to safely operate farm equipment and identify safety hazards.
B.
perform standard pre-operational procedures on farm equipment and explain its importance in preserving equipment life and 
preventing unnecessary repairs.
C.
become knowledgeable and proficient with Global Positioning System guidance systems
 and identify applications in agriculture.
D.
competently maneuver farm tractors and equipment in precision operation courses and during turning, backing and field cultivation.

E.
perform routine maintenance procedures and inspections on farm equipment.
F.
become effective in calculations pertaining to machine capacity, horsepower, depreciation, operation costs, and custom 
operator costs.

G. identify farm equipment and implements, and relate the costs and specific application in cultural operations.

Equipment Operation
1.
Pre-operation procedures

2.
Starting-stopping

3.
Wheel tractor operation



a.
Precision



b.
Implement use



c.
Hitching



d.
Backing



e.
Specialized equipment



f.
Forklifts



g.
Backhoes




h.
Crawlers



i.
Sprayer Calibration



j.
Harvesters



k.
Planters



l.
Cultivators



m.
Fertilizer applicators

Attendance


You should come to every class, and be in there on time.  Arrival after roll is taken will be considered as a tardy.  Two tardies will count as one absence.  The success of this or any other course depends on the presence and active participation of each student.  It is the responsibility of the student to check on class meeting changes for the following week if a class session is missed.  Contact the instructor in the event of an absence.

The responsibility to drop the course for any reason, including lack of attendance, lies with the student.  Late work should be made up within one week but 10% will be deducted.  
Clothing and Safety Equipment

You will be working with equipment in an outdoor setting.  Wear long pants, long sleeve shirts, (also warm clothing or rain gear when appropriate). You should wear boots during operation of machinery.  This personal protective clothing will be required during laboratory exercises.  You may not receive credit for participation in a laboratory if you do not have the proper safety equipment.

You must wear boots.
Grades


Midterm Examination  



15%


Final Exam




25%

Reports   




10%

Laboratory Skills Demonstration


50%







100%


Extra Credit



Laboratory Assistance
5%

Cumulative course grade will be based upon the following




A

90 – 100%




B

80 – 89




C

70 – 79




D

50 – 69




F

49 or less
Assignments must be made up within one week but 10% may be deducted.  
Final Examination


Monday December 11 from 10:00 – 11:50 AM 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
	
	DATE
	Lecture
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 1
Aug 14
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 2
Aug 21
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 3
Aug 28
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 4
Sept 4
	Labor Day Holiday, No Class
	
	
	

	
	Week 5
Sept 11
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 6
Sept 18
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 7
Sept 25
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 8
Oct 2
	Exam I
	
	
	

	
	Week 9
Oct 9
	
	Oc
	
	

	
	Week 10
Oct 16
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 11
Oct 23
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 12
Oct 30
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 13
Nov 6
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 14
Nov 13
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 15
Nov 20
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 16
Nov 27
	
	
	
	

	
	Week 17
Dec 4
	Review for exam
	
	
	

	
	Week 18
Dec 11
	Final Examination
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