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                             Introduction to Film

  In this course you will examine the development of film genres, their historical context, techniques, and characteristics.  In this pursuit, you will be provided information through instructor’s handouts, lectures, and class discussions.  A number of film scenes and complete films will be viewed for analysis and discussion.

All films will be provided by the instructor and shown during class time.  

This course presents a parallel study of films through the decades, their development and significance, and a study of basic film techniques and concepts (sound, cinematography, film editing, lighting, etc.).

There will be a series of shorter tests, mostly objective, throughout the semester (approximately every three weeks). In the class session prior to each test day, concepts and terms to be covered on the test will be reviewed.  (Each of the tests will count for approximately 15% of the course grade.  This percentage may vary, depending on the number of tests given during the semester.) The instructor will hand out and review study guides in the class prior to each test.

The final test will be worth approximately 25% of the course grade.

A film/lecture schedule is attached.

In addition there will be several analysis quizzes and papers assigned during the semester.  These will include responses to films seen in class. The instructor will provide a series of questions to help you focus on your analysis. Cumulatively these will be worth approximately 15% of the course grade.

Students may be assigned critical reviews to read and critique for class credit.

There may be out-of- class programs available to students for credit review.

Grading:
Tests:  4  (15% each)   60%

Final Test:   25%

Response Papers and Quizzes:  15%
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