Dominguez 4

English 49, Latino and Chicano Literature
Instructor:

Mr. Dominguez

Office: 

Annex 2
Phone:


EXT 3745


E-mail:


david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:

12:00-1:00, MTTH
Course Description:

Short stories, poems, plays, and novels of Latin American and Chicano writers studied and analyzed for appreciation and understanding of the literature and the culture. 

Exit Standards

To pass this class, you must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, demonstrate critical thinking skills, demonstrate an understanding of craft, demonstrate basic writing skills, and follow directions. You must also participate in the forums and write and turn in the assigned essays. These tasks must be completed on time.
Please Purchase the Following Texts at the Bookstore

The Effects of Knut Hamsun on a Boy from Fresno: Recollections and Short Essays by Gary Soto.

The Ghost of John Wayne and Other Stories by Ray Gonzalez.

Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel.

Three Plays: Blood Wedding, Yerma, the House of Berbarda Alba by Federico Garcia Lorca.
A Love Story Beginning in Spanish: Poems by Judith Ortiz Cofer.

Semester Grading:

All assignments will be graded based on your ability to demonstrate a knowledge of our texts, on your ability to show a knowledge of craft, on your ability to use basic writing skills, and on your ability to follow directions. 

Five short essays (2-3 pages) = 50 points each.
Ten forum responses (one paragraph each) = 25 points each.
Total points possible = 550.
Grading scale:
500 – 450 = A
449 – 400 = B

399 – 350 = C

349 – 300 = D

299 – 000 = F
Extra Credit
Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. To earn extra credit points, you must attend a Reedley College Lecture Series event or a First Wednesday at One reading and write a 250 word reflection paper that explains your thoughts on the presenter and his material. The paper must reflect both writing and critical thinking skills; each reflection paper is worth up to 5 points. Extra credit points will not be applied to a student’s final semester total if that student is receiving a “D” or an “F” in the course. Specific dates for extra credit events will be given in class. 
Format for All Assignments:

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

· All work must be typed in Times New Roman. Font must be size 12. Print quality must be clear and black. Double space all work.
· One inch margins top, bottom.

· 1.25 inch margins left, right. 

· Include at the top of each assignment the following five pieces of information:
Name

Instructor

Course

Date

Assignment
· Work that does not meet this criteria will not be accepted or will earn a significantly lower grade.
Turning in Assignments and Missing Assignments:

All work must turned in according to the given due dates. Late work will not be accepted without a documented excuse.
Academic Behavior

Students who fail to demonstrate a respect for the learning environment (real or virtual) will be suspended from the course for 1-2 weeks by the instructor and then referred to the dean of students. Students who are caught plagiarizing will be immediately dropped from the course and/or referred to the appropriate dean.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Course Outline
	8/14-8/21
	Buy books. Introduce yourselves on the discussion board—explain why you are taking the class—your introductions needn’t be longer than one well-written paragraph—post your paragraphs by 12:00PM on 8/21. Read “The Jacket” by Gary Soto. 

	8/21
	Lecture 1 posted. Forum 1 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 8/28. Read “First Love” and “Finding a Wife” by Gary Soto.

	8/28
	Lecture 2 posted. Forum 2 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 9/4. Read “The Childhood Worries or Why I Became an Author” and “The Effects of Knut Hamsun on a Boy from Fresno” by Gary Soto.

	9/4
	Lecture 3 posted. Essay 1 assigned—due 12:00PM on 9/11. Read “The Scorpion Eater” by Ray Gonzalez.

	9/11
	Lecture 4 posted. Forum 3 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 9/18. Read “Mountain” by Ray Gonzalez.

	9/18
	Lecture 5 posted. Forum 4 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 9/25. Read “The Ghost of John Wayne” by Ray Gonzalez.

	9/25
	Lecture 6 posted. Essay 2 assigned—due by 12:00PM on 10/2. Read first 1/3 of Like Water for Chocolate Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel.

	 10/2
	Lecture 7 posted. Forum 5 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 10/9. Read second 1/3 of Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel.

	10/9
	Lecture 8 Posted. Forum 6 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 10/16. Read final 1/3 of Like Water for Chocolate by Laura Esquivel.

	10/16
	Lecture 9 posted. Essay 3 assigned—due by 12:00PM on 10/30. Read act 1 of Blood Wedding by Lorca.

	10/23
	Lecture 10 posted. Forum 7 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 10/30. Read act 2 of Blood Wedding by Lorca.

	10/30
	Lecture 11 posted. Forum 8 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 11/6. Read act 3 of Blood Wedding by Lorca.

	11/6
	Lecture 12 posted. Essay 4 assigned—due by 12:00PM on11/13. Read first 1/3 of A Love Story Beginning in Spanish by Judith Ortiz Cofer.

	11/13
	Lecture 12 posted. Forum 9 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 11/20. Read second 1/3 of A Love Story Beginning in Spanish by Judith Ortiz Cofer. 

	11/20
	Lecture 14 posted. Forum 10 topic posted—forum responses due by 12:00PM on 11/27. Read final 1/3 of A Love Story Beginning in Spanish by Judith Ortiz Cofer.

	11/27
	Lecture 15 posted. Essay 5 assigned—due by 12:00PM on 12/4.

	12/4
	Collects essays. Semester ends.
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Occasionally the syllabus may have to be changed. Please participate regularly in the class so that you are aware of any changes.


