PAGE  
6

ENGLISH 3 – Critical Reading and Writing

Fall 2006

Instructor: Eric Smith
E-mail: eric.smith@reedleycollege.edu

Course Days: Monday
Course Time: 6:00 – 8:50 pm

Section Number: 74009
Room: Selma HS

Prerequisite: C or better in English 1A




  

Required Texts and Materials 
· Current Issues and Enduring Questions (7th edition) by Barnet and Bedau
· Materials: a binder for in class work and a portfolio (a folder to keep all of your work for the course).

· On-line access and printer capabilities

· A College Dictionary (Optional, but highly recommended.) 

Course Overview







English 3:Criical Reading and Writing is a course designed to help you further your skills towards becoming a more adept critical reader and writer. We will be reading and evaluating college-level non-fiction material from a variety of sources dealing with current issues and ageless (enduring) questions. You will learn not only to analyze and identify the structure of arguments, but also to evaluate the validity and soundness of these arguments, distinguish between types of reasoning (inductive vs. deductive, factual vs. judgmental vs. opinion), and to draw sound inferences from the material presented. Language itself will be evaluated in terms of connotation and denotation. 


Does this seem like a lot to grasp? Confusing? Scary? Relax. As inquisitive and thoughtful students you already possess many of these skills; this course will give you the language and understanding of how you can better use these skills in your critical thought, reading, and writing.


However, the course will be somewhat demanding in terms of reading assignments and writing assignments. You will be reading several essays and writing several summaries and critical analyses papers to these essays, as well as a longer synthesis/research paper in which you will need to utilize outside sources. Through the course you will continue to advance your prose writing skills and further your development of college level essay writing (organization, structure, word choice, development and mechanics). There will be a few quizzes and tests to help you along the way with terms and comprehension. There will be ample opportunity for group work and peer evaluation. It is my belief that we all benefit from each other’s questioning and reasoning, and therefore workshop and collaborative tasks will be encouraged, as well as lively classroom discussion. 

Requirements & Grading


Language usage (reading, writing, speaking, media, etc.) and reasoning are both an individual and a group activity; therefore you will be graded on both your individual work and your group participation. Class participation is mandatory. We will build a community of readers, writers and thinkers and your classmates will come to depend on you, as you will on them – we all benefit from each other’s input. Again, participation is mandatory, which means attendance is critical. Things happen: car problems, oversleeping, sickness, and family emergencies to name a few. I understand that this is part of life. However, it is your responsibility to attend class, and it is your responsibility to find out what you missed if you are absent. I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences – all absences are counted. Please observe the following:


**All appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time. If you work, inform your employer of you class schedule.


**If you miss any of the first week of class, you may be dropped.


**You can miss up to 3 class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped.


**If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.


**Two tardies = one absence


Participation means coming to class prepared – having read the assigned readings, written the responses, and finished the homework. It also means thinking about the assignments and coming prepared to discuss and ask questions during class. The more you bring to class in terms of inquisitive thought, the more we will all benefit from this course. So come to class prepared to participate. Enough said.


**NOTE: Class Cancellations. In the advent of a class cancellation, I will do my best to notify you. An official form will be posted on the classroom door – any hand written note or unofficial form is not to be accepted. 

Homework: 


You will have reading and writing assignments due at the beginning of every class meeting, and all of these assignments will have an affect on your overall grade. Do them. 

*Reading assignments will involve thoughtful reading and critical thinking about the readings. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on all reading assignments. Again, the more you put into the course work, the more you will benefit. 

*Writing assignments will consist of a variety of forms including, but not limited to, summaries, in-class responses, critical analyses, argumentative/persuasive, synthesis/research, journal, and exam essay. There will be three (3) longer essays due, and all of these will be multiple draft essays. These essays will count as a major portion of your grade.  All writing assignments (except for in-class work) must be typed using MLA formatting, Times New Roman Font (size 12), double-spaced, and with name, date and title on assignment. I encourage the use of page numbering systems as well. 


**Important note: If I find a paper has not been spell-checked or sufficiently proofread, I will stop reading the paper and return it to the student with a zero (0). The student will have until the next class meeting to revise the paper, and the final grade will be lowered by one grade level.** 


**Save all your work (floppy, CD, or other storage device). Actually, from experience, I recommend saving your work in a couple of places (I save on the hard drive and a memory device). It’s a good back up plan if something gets lost or misplaced.


Late Work Policy: I expect assignments turned in when due, however, I realize that sometimes “things happen” and you might need extra time. I will allow for two “free passes” on late assignments (no more than one week after the due date). Beyond that, you will receive zero (0) points for any late assignment. Use these “free passes” wisely. 


Quizzes and Tests cannot be made up.

Grading: 




Points

Percentage

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 






Summaries (10pts each)
  50 

05%



Critical Analyses (short 25 each)
100

10%



Critical Analysis (longer)
 50

05%



Argument Papers (100 each)
200

20%



Synthesis/research 
200

20%


HOMEWORK, QUIZZES, &


IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
200

20%



PARTICIPATION
100

10%


FINAL EXAM
100

10%

GRADING SCALE:


90-100% = A
CREDIT


80-89%  = B
CREDIT


70-79%  = C
CREDIT


60-69%  = D
NO CREDIT


0-59%    = F
NO CREDIT


*All work should be kept in a portfolio (manila folder or other similar item). 


**Please note that grade percentages and categories might change during the course of the semester**
Classroom Behavior



One word – Respect. I expect respectfulness towards all students and myself. I will not tolerate disrespectful behavior. I am here to teach, and you are here to learn. A tolerant, respectful classroom is conducive to a good, healthy, and fun learning environment. Disagreement and constructive argumentation can be helpful and are encouraged. However, bad language, name calling, or any other type of negative communication is not helpful to anyone – please avoid such behavior.


Please Note: One important component of critical thought is the ability to consider—to think openly about—multiple points of view. We will be discussing cultural, global, moral, and religious issues that may differ from your own opinions. In this class, it is important to be both critical and open-minded about all ideas. Open-minded means to acknowledge the ideas and beliefs you bring, but also being willing to listen closely to new ideas and beliefs.  Keeping an open mind does not mean changing your own ideas, although change may result. However, it does mean respecting and trying to understand other’s ideas and allowing them to sit next to your own. At the same time, you should be equally critical of your own ideas and the ideas you encounter. Critical does not mean “to criticize,” but to question, analyze, and hold up to scrutiny. We tend to keep an open mind to ideas most like our own and criticize ideas different than our own, but you should employ both to all ideas and experiences in this course. BE RESPECTFUL. 

Disruptive classroom behavior will not be tolerated. This includes cell phone use, text messaging, computer gaming, excessive talking, snoring – you get the idea. For any such behavior or any disrespectful behavior you may be asked to leave the class and receive an absence for that period. Further disciplinary action will be taken if warranted. 


**If you have a pressing emergency (sick child, family situation) and need to have your cell phone on, please let me know at the beginning of class. Otherwise, cell phones should be turned off during class time.


Cheating and Plagiarism: Neither is tolerated. 

“Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Don’t cheat
**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation can be made.

Instructor Accessibility


I want you to succeed, not only in this course, but also in all of your academic work and other endeavors. To that end, I will try to make myself available to you for questions, concerns, or just general conversation. The best way to reach me is through email (​​​eric.smith@reedleycollege.edu). Please be sure to put “Engl. 3” in the heading, or I may not open your email. I will also be available after class. During the semester I will set up individual conferences for those who are interested and/or whom I feel need such a conference. If at any time during the semester you would like to schedule a conference with me, please do so. Again, I’m here to help you succeed to the best of my capabilities. 

Important Dates


Last day to drop and 
Friday, August 25

qualify for a refund.

Holiday – Labor Day
Monday, September 4

Last day to drop to not 

Friday, October 13

affect transcripts

Holiday – Veteran’s Day

Friday, November 10

Holiday – Thanksgiving

Thursday/Friday, November 23/24

Finals Week
Monday-Friday, December 11-15 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

This schedule is subject to change.

August 14:
Introduction to course. 



HW: Read C1 (3-29) “Critical Thinking.” 



         Write summary to reading.

August 21:

Critical Thinking.



In-class: Discussion



HW: Read C2 (30-46) + essay selection.



         Write chapter summary + summary to selected essay.

August 28:

Critical Reading: Getting Started



In-class: Group work & discussion.



HW: Read C3 (65-100) + selected essays.



        Write chapter summary  + Reading Response to selected essay(s).


Sept. 4:
Labor Day – No Class

Sept. 11:

Critical Reading: Getting Deeper into Arguments



In-class: QUIZ #1; whole class discussion




HW: Read C4 (141-166).




         Write: chapter summary.

Sept. 18:

Visual Rhetoric: Images as Arguments



In-class Write: Discussion; Reading Response to selected image(s).




HW: Read C5 (169-182) + selected essay(s).




         Write: Critical Analysis of selected essay(s).

Sept. 25:

Writing an Analysis of an Argument



In-class: Workshop of 1st CA papers + Argument paper #1 prompt.




HW: Read C6 (219-233)




         Write: Outline and Intro. Paragraphs to Argument paper #1.

Oct. 2:


Developing an Argument of Your Own



In-class: Discussion; mini-workshop




HW: Read C6 (233-250)




         Write: Complete draft of Argument paper #1

Oct. 9: 

Developing an Argument of Your Own + Revision



In-class: QUIZ #2; discussion; mini-workshop




HW: Read C7 (251-270) [browse 270-319] + C8 (323-331)




         Write: Final draft Argument paper #1.

Oct. 16

Using Sources + The Toulmin Model  ARGUMENT PAPER #1 DUE




In-class: Discussion; Argument paper #2 prompt; In-class write.




HW: Read C9 (332-362) + selected essay(s)




         Write CA using Toulmin model to selected essay +AP#2 outline

Oct. 23:
​​A Logician’s View: Deduction, Induction, and Fallacies

In-class: Group work; discussion.


HW: Read: C10 (372-382) + selected essay(s)


         Write: AP #2 1st draft + CA to selected essay using Logician mode

Oct. 30:
​A Moralist’s View: Ways of Thinking Ethically

In-class: Discussion; workshop


HW: Read C11 (417-424) + selected essay(s)


         Write: Final draft AP#2 + CA to selected essay using Moralist mode

Nov. 6:
A Lawyer’s View: Steps toward Civic Literacy  AP#2 DUE


In-class: QUIZ #3; Research Paper (RP) prompt; discussion


HW: Read C12 (454-462) + C13 (463-468) + C14 (498-504)


         Write: RP – outline, plan, research strategy 

Nov. 13:
A Psychologist’s View: Rogerian Argument + A Literary Critic’s View

In-class: Group work; individual conferences; discussion?


HW: Read: Selected readings + research.


         Write: RP 1st draft + CA free choice.

Nov. 20:
Argument: (TBA) + Writing Convincingly

In-class: Discussion, workshop; write revision plan


HW: Read selected readings 


         Write: RP 2nd draft

Nov. 27:
Argument (TBA) + Incorporating Sources & MLA Review

In-class: Discussion, group work, mini-workshop


HW: Read selected readings


         Write: RP Final draft

Dec. 4:
Argument (TBA) + Course Review  RESEARCH PAPER DUE


In-class: Discussion, group work – review.


HW: prepare for final


        Write: CA of course.

Dec. 11:
Celebration (after Final)


In-class: FINAL EXAM + Celebratory Fun 

