English 3 -- Critical Reading and Writing

Fall 2006
Prerequisite: C or better in English 1A: fulfills critical thinking requirement.

Paul Kaser: Office A-2 638-3641 ext. 3308

                   Office Hours:  TBA

Textbook:

Required:  From Critical Thinking to Argument  Barnet/Bedau, Bedford/St.Martins.                

Other short texts may be assigned.
Course Description:  

This course is designed to sharpen your critical reading, writing, and thinking skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A.  You will write critical essays in response to text readings and class discussions.  You will expand your critical vocabulary, employing terms and concepts related to logic and other rhetorical aspects of argument and persuasion, and be tested on this material.  In some cases you will work in groups to achieve these goals.

Course Requirements:

Attendance: Attendance is taken each class session. You may be dropped after missing the equivalent of two weeks (not necessarily consecutively) of class. Keep the instructor informed of reasons for class absences.  If you must miss a class, keep up with the work.  Co-operate with other students in keeping all aware of assignments, approaching tests, etc.

Grading:  

The course grade will be based as closely as possible on the following percentages:

Non-graded, in-class, group, and reading response assignments:  15%

(If all assignments in this category are completed, the students receives an A

for this category.  If all but one are completed, the student receives a B, etc.)

Tests on Critical Terms and Concepts:   30%

Final Test on Critical Terms and Concepts:  20%

Research/Analysis Essay:   20%

Critical Analysis Essay: 15%

IN-CLASS, GROUP WORK, ETC.    The student receives credit for keeping up with  presentations and reading assessment assignments intended to sharpen critical skills.  Though not given a letter grade, some of these may be returned for rewriting for credit. These may include brief oral reports on Internet site analyses.  

TESTS ON CRITICAL TERMS:  The student will take at least three  

objective/definition/ exemplification tests on rhetorical analysis terms and concepts encountered in the readings and presentations. There will be a preview of specific material for each test.

ESSAYS:  The student will write at least two essays in response to issues read about and discussed in class. The essays will be graded on grammar, usage, organization, and correct use of critical terms and concepts. As stated above, the first of these essays may be rewritten for a higher grades. 

RESEARCH/ASSESSMENT PAPER:  The student will write a research/assessment analyzing a current controversial issue  (several choices will be given) based on his or her study of critical writing on the issue.  This paper will include a works cited list and in-text notes (MLA).

