Instructor: Shana Bartram

Office: Reedley College A-Annex 5

Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3472

Email: shana.bartram@reedleycollege.edu & shana.bartram@sbcglobal.net
Office Hours: MWF 10-11 & by arrangement

Course Prerequisite: English 1A – This course fills Critical Thinking requirement.

Textbook: Interpretations: Writing, Reading, and Critical Thinking. Tammy L. Montgomery, Longman, 2005. This textbook comes packaged with My Skills Lab & Reading Road Trip. Visit the website listed on card (www.ablongman.com/myskillslab) and follow the registration instructions.
Other readings TBA.

Course Description:

This course is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A/1AH.  The course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction.

Student Learning Outcomes: (per Reedley College’s required student learning outcomes)

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· read and critically evaluate college-level non-fiction material from a variety of sources on themes from different content area.

· distinguish between valid and sound arguments and invalid and unsound arguments.

· demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of their argument.

· recognize and use deductive and inductive language.

· distinguish factual statements from judgmental statements and knowledge from opinion.

· make effective inferences from information presented.

· recognize and use denotative and connotative aspects of language.

· research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of their own writing.

· write summaries of one source, critical analysis of a single source or of two sources with a unified approach, and synthesis papers of multiple sources.

· use causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation effectively in college-level prose.

· demonstrate the ability to write correct college-level prose containing proper essay structure, organization, development and diction and mechanics.

· identify the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.
Course Requirements:

Since this is an online course, it is your responsibility to stay current with class assignments/ due dates. Be sure to log on daily for announcements, new assignments, etc.

Attendance/ Participation: Since this is an online course, there is no attendance policy per se. Attendance will be interpreted by your level of participation. If I do not hear from you for 10 consecutive days (including weekends), or you miss 3 assignments, I will assume you are not willing to be an active member of the class and you will likely be dropped.

Discussion Board: You are required to post 3-5 entries per week on the Discussion Board on Blackboard (see assignments). These entries will be based on required readings. Each entry needs to demonstrate an attempt at critical thinking and analysis. Short, thoughtless entries will not be given credit. Discussion Board works best when students interact with each other’s entries.
My Skills Lab: There are various assignments/ tests to be completed at the My Skills Lab website. See External Links on BB.
Quizzes/Tests: TBA

Course Assignments: TBA on the BB Assignment link.
Email: Please be sure to keep in contact with both myself and other class members on a regular basis. All emails must follow the convention of the English language. Please use appropriate language, punctuation, etc., in your correspondence. 

Essays:  You will be required to write both short, practice essays along with several longer, more complex essays over the duration of the semester. All papers must be revised and typed in accordance with MLA guidelines.  All work leading to your final paper must be kept—for example, all prewriting, rough drafts, peer responses, and any other work produced.  There are no exceptions to this policy.
I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK

Word Processing Formats:  The most common word processing format is Microsoft Word. If you use another word processing program, you will need to find out how to save your work in Rich Text Format (RTF).  Guidelines for how to save in RTF are found under the Course Documents tab of the classroom Blackboard.  Please do not use Microsoft Works or any other program that does not allow for easy conversion
Plagiarism and Cheating:

If it is discovered that you have cheated or plagiarized on an assignment, you will receive a failing grade on that assigned and perhaps a failing grade in the class.  For more information about plagiarism and cheating, refer to page 133 of the spring 2006 schedule of classes.

Grades:

Practice Essays: 30%

Tests/ Quizzes: 5%

Discussion Board: 20%
Research/Analysis Essay: 20%

Synthesis/ Mediation Essay: 25%

90-100% = A            

80-89% = B

70-79% = C

60-69% = D

0-59% =F
You must earn a “C” or better to pass this course. 
Important Dates:

August 14: First day of instruction

September 1: Last day to drop without a “W”

September 4: Labor Day – No classes held

October 13: Last day to drop

November 10: Veterans Day – No classes held

November 23-25: Thanksgiving Holiday – No classes held

December 11-15: Finals week

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Keep a copy of all your work until the end of the semester. 
