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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will focus on improving concentration, comprehension and skill development activities along with teaching you skills for studying, book marking note taking and test taking. The general goal of the course is to help you read college level materials more quickly and with better understanding.  The course is also designed to help you with  basic contextual vocabulary, literal and basic comprehension skills to foster independent reading proficiency.
COURSE OBJECTIVES
1. To develop your vocabulary skills, that is improve your ability to:

· use roots, affixes, and context to analyze unfamiliar words and determine their meanings

· use new vocabulary words in your own writing and speech

2. To improve your reading comprehension, that is, improve your ability to:

· identify and support your view of the author’s purpose, main idea and tone

· determine the writer’s basic assumptions (ideology)

· evaluate the validity of the writer’s argument or reasoning

· make connections between your existing knowledge and new ideas in reading

3. To increase your variety of reading and study strategies, meaning, improve your ability to:
· set your own purposed for reading and adopt an appropriate reading strategy

· concentrate on and remember readings

4. To mark up, outline, and summarize readings

5. To develop improved test taking skills

REQUIRED MATERIALS
Books:
Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills by John Langan Fourth Edition
Reading Across American Cultures Second Edition edited by Helen Gillotte and Jan Gregory

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

A college dictionary

Assignments (included but not limited to)

1. Reading aloud, discussion for comprehension and critical thinking

2. Participation in whole class and small group discussions and activities
3. Test taking and note taking strategies

4. Quizzes, project presentations and exams

5. Reading and studying required texts

6. Complete homework assignments

Grading
Your final grade will consist of the following:

Homework






35%
Quizzes/Tests






20%
Participation






40%

Final Exam






  5%

You may choose to receive a letter grade or credit/no credit (C/NC) for this class. If you choose C/NC, you must fill out the appropriate form by Friday, October 13. If you stop attending this class for any reason, you must withdraw yourself from the course.
Late assignments are not accepted.  THERE ARE NO EXCEPTIONS, SO PLEASE DON’T ASK. If there is an unusual case of severe illness or family distress, a discussion will need to be had between the instructor and the student to see if the assignment will be accepted.  Proof of the hospitalization, death, court appearance must be provided upon return to class.  Late assignments (that have been approved by the instructor) must be completed by the next class after your return, or a zero will be entered for the assignment.  A note of explanation (including a doctor’s, court’s note, copy of obituary etc.) must be attached to the assignment.  Doctor, dentist or lawyer appointments are not acceptable excuses.
Homework Assignments & Quizzes

Homework assignments will provide the basis for in class discussion and lessons. All homework is to be typed. Handwritten assignments will not be accepted. An assignment is considered late if I do not have it by the end of class- 1:50 pm.  If you miss a class, you are still responsible for both the homework due on the day you missed class and the homework assigned on the day you missed class.  
If you leave class before the assignment is given, it is your responsibility to obtain it from a classmate. Do not email me and ask me for the assignment if you choose not to be in class.

Do not email me assignments. They need to be brought to class. 
THERE ARE NO MAKE-UP ASSIGNMENTS FOR MISSED WORK EVER.
Attendance


Because reading and study strategies will be presented during class hours, attendance and punctuality are mandatory. You must attend the first two class sessions or I will assume that you have dropped and give your place to someone else.   If you show up after the first day, you will be placed at the bottom of the waiting list.  If you still want to be in the class while you are on the waiting list, you are expected to complete all work assigned in and out of class.  If you are late come anyway, but you will be marked absent if you are more than 10 minutes tardy. 
If you miss 8 classes during the semester, that constitutes excessive absences and you will be dropped from the class. It is your responsibility to drop the class if you no longer choose to attend. 

The last day to drop or be dropped from a class is October 13. If you violate the 

attendance policy after the drop deadline, you will not pass the class.  This 

means that if you have more than 8 absences after October 13, your grade in the 

class will be an F.

The final drop date is Friday October 13.
All absences and tardies count against your final grade.  Two tardies equals one absence. If you miss a class or an assignment, you must contact a classmate (NOT the instructor) to find out what you missed and get the assignment from your classmate. This policy also applies if you leave class before the homework has been assigned.  If you have not done so, I would advise getting the names and contact information of 2 classmates so that you have a contact person if you miss class. 

This class time is set for the semester All doctor’s appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors and other types of appointments are to be scheduled outside class during you “free” time. Furthermore, for those with jobs outside school, you should inform your employer of your class and finals schedule.

If you are not coming to class, please do not email or call to tell me you are not 

coming. The only time a discussion needs to occur regarding the missing of class 

is if it falls under extreme circumstances (as defined by the instructor).  See the 

syllabus for what to do if you are planning on missing class.

Also, it is your responsibility to inform the instructor, after class that you have 

arrived late.  If you do not speak to the instructor, directly after class and tell her 

that you are late, you have until the end of the next class session to speak with 

the instructor.  If you do not, the absence will remain on the roll sheet. This

means that you cannot come to the instructor at a later date and say that you 

were tardy and not absent.  Do not interrupt the class to make your presence known.

The last day to drop the course and not receive a letter grade is Friday, October 13.
Participation

Most of the learning takes place in the classroom with discussion and group work. It is important you come to class to help your own learning process. Since it is the majority of your grade, it is also important for that reason. However participation doesn’t mean just coming to class and sitting. It also means participating in class discussions and group work. If a student repeatedly refuses to participate in class or group work their grade will be affected and they may be asked to leave the class. Please see the participation rubric for grading.
Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the use of ideas, sentences, paragraphs or whole texts by other authors without appropriate acknowledgements, and includes employing or allowing another person to write or substantially alter work that you submit as your own. Don’t plagiarize.  You’ll get caught, get an F on the assignment, and if you do it twice, you’ll fail the class. It’s not worth it. 
Creating a Learning Community

You are responsible for making this class into a space that promotes learning. You may be asked to leave if you do any of the following:

· engage in conversations unrelated to the lesson, 
· making inappropriate comments towards your fellow classmates or instructor 

· smacking or popping gum 

· yawn obnoxiously

· listening to an Ipod/ walkman 

· bring friends to class

· eating or drinking (except for bottled water) 

· answering your cell phone or pagers (this means they are to be turned off and  put away, in other words I do not want to see them out )

· reading other material unrelated to the class

· refusing to participate in classroom activities 
· wearing clothing that is disruptive to the learning environment
Those who wish to practice such inappropriate behavior maybe asked to leave the classroom and can be suspended from class for two days pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and California Education Code 76030-76033).  

Final Exam

The final exam will be based on the study skills, vocabulary, and reading and critical strategies you acquire throughout the course.  The exam is scheduled by the college for Thursday, December 14, 1:00- 2:50pm.  That is the ONLY time you will be able to take your final exam.

Format of assignments
All assignments are to be typed (unless otherwise instructed). When answering questions from assigned readings, please do the following:

· Retype the question before answering it

· Use 12 point font

· Use a font that is easy to read (Times New Roman, Arial, Verdana)

· Do NOT use fonts that are calligraphy, italicized etc

· The ink needs to be blue or black. I do not want colored inks (pink, red etc)

· Put your name, date, class in the upper left side of the paper

· Staple the assignment if it is multiple pages
· Double space the assignment

· Use spell check before turning in the assignment

· READ YOUR ASSIGNMENT before you turn it in to see if it makes sense to you. If you are not comfortable proofreading your work, have someone else read it.
This is the format to follow unless given different directions by the instructor. If any of the above are not followed, I will not accept the assignment. This means that the assignment will receive a zero.

Special Accommodations

Please come to my office hours or schedule an appointment if you need help with an 
assignment or feel as if you are falling behind. Most problems cans be worked out with 
good communication. If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. The accommodation will need to be verified by the Disabled Student Programs and Services office. Their extension is 3332.

