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Course Information/Syllabus




H. R. “Rusty” DeRuiter

English 262 (Sections 50119 and 50122)



Fall  2006

I.  Goal

This course is designed to help you develop the specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to deal with college level reading material more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  This course is preparatory for English 126.

II.  Student Learning Outcomes

If you successfully complete this course, you will:

A. Know how to effectively use the dictionary.

B. Understand vocabulary in context.

C. Recognize main ideas.

D. Be able to identify supporting details.

E. Be able to locate main ideas in different parts of a passage.

F. Understand relationships in what you read that involve time and addition.

G. Understand relationships in what you read that involve examples, comparison and/or contrast, and cause and effect.

H. Make inferences from what you read.

I. Determine implied main ideas.

J. Be able to evaluate arguments in your reading

III.  Materials

A. Textbook:  Langan, John.  Ten Steps to Building College Reading Skills. Fourth Edition.  Townsend Press, 2004.  (Required)
B. One Novel:  Límon, Graciela.  Song of the Hummingbird.  Arte Público Press, 1996. ISBN:  1558850910  (Required)
C. It is also recommended that you purchase a good dictionary and a three-ring binder for the many handouts you will receive.

D. Other books may need to be purchased.  If that does occur you will be provided with a written notice/list.

E. All students will be expected to have THEIR OWN TEXTS/BOOKS by the end of the first week – PERIOD!!

IV. Grading and Credit

English 262 is a four-unit course and is offered on a credit/no credit basis only.  Students must receive the equivalent of an A, B, or C grade (70% or better) in order to receive “Credit” for the course.  A grade equivalent of D or F (69% or below) will result in a “No Credit” grade.

V. Grades

The grades earned from your work will be the averages within five categories to determine your final course grade.  A percentage point system will be used for all assignments/tests enabling each student to track his/her progress in fulfilling the course requirements.  Each student should keep a record of his/her grades for personal reference.

VI.  Midterm Grade

I will post midterm grades listing all scores earned up to the final drop date.  This report will inform you of your status in my class.  At this time, you should compare all grades on returned work to determine any discrepancies.

VII.  Final Grade

A. Your final grade will be averaged from your scores on all course work in the            following five areas:

1. Daily work/homework (25% of your final course grade) – Daily work includes a variety of assignments, most of them textbook related.

2. Book and Article Reports/Summaries/Responses/Quizzes  (20% of your final grade) – The formats of each will be different.  Detailed information and formats will be provided.

3. Tests and Quizzes (25% of your final course grade) – Approximately ten tests and quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  Tests will be in-class; quizzes will be in-class and take-home.  Most tests/quizzes will be based on textbook readings.

4. Final Exam (10% of your final course grade) – All students must take the final exam to receive a passing grade in thus course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final exam will be administered according to the Finals Schedule in the Schedule of Courses.  The date and time of the final exam will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.

5. Attendance (20% of your final course grade) – Each student is responsible for consistent attendance.  Absences reduce your contributions to the class and slow your progress in reading improvement.  Absences lower your grade through missed Daily Word (class/group work).  Each missed assignment will be graded a zero (0) and each zero (0) has a strong impact on your grade.  The score in this section is the percentage of classes attended during the semester.  In addition, three accumulated tardies will constitute one absence.  So, please be there, and be on time!!

· If absent, it is your responsibility to return to work prepared.  You should find out what homework was assigned during your absence and complete the work before you come to class.  If your homework is completed when you return to class, you will receive full credit.  If not, a zero (0) will be entered for that assignment.

· If you miss a test, you will have one class day to make it up. 

Grading Scale:

90% - 100% = A

80% - 89% = B

70% - 79% = C

60% - 69% = D

Below 60% = F

While there is no intent to do so, this document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

High Expectations

I realize that most of you live very busy lives and you must balance many responsibilities: family, work, and school among them. 

I commend your desire to continue your education.  I will do all I can to make this class a successful step in what I hope is a life-long journey in new learning.  Reading is a complex process; yet it is a skill that you can master with life-long benefits.  I teach this class with the underlying assumption that you are as committed to learning as I am to teaching.

To that end I expect the following:

· You will regularly attend class (the whole 50 minutes) of each class day.

· You will arrive on time and stay until the class is dismissed.

· You will not use the class as the time to finish assignments for other classes (or for that matter to finish work that is due in this class).

· Personal grooming will be done before class.

· All cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices will be turned off before class begins and they must be stored out of sight for the entire class period.  Viewing text messages is the same as answering the phone.  

· You have the right to make a decision as to how much you are going to learn; but you do not have the right to make that decision for others in this class, including friends.  In other words, this is not a place to visit; it is a place to learn.

· Common courtesy is expected from all students/instructors, and it is to be expected by all students/instructors.  Thanks.

Mr. DeRuiter

SYLLABUS ADDEDUM FOR ENGLISH 262, FALL 2006, SECTIONS 20119 & 20122

COURSE MEETING DETAILS

50122    Eng 262    Reading Improve.     4 units     MTWF   8:00am-8:50   Forum 10








  and W       8:00am-8:50   Agr 1

50119    Eng 262    Reading Improve.     4 units     MTWF   9:00am-9:50   Forum 10








  and W       9:00am-9:50   Agr 1

FALL 2006 SCHEDULE:

August 14

(M)

Instruction begins

September 1

(F)

Last day to register for full term class

September 1

(F)

Last day to drop a Fall ’06 class to avoid a “W”

September 4

(M)

Labor Day Holiday

October 13

(F)

Last day to drop a Fall ’06 class – letter grade assigned after

           this date.

November 10

(F)

Veteran’s Day Holiday

November 23-25
(Th-S)

Thanksgiving Holiday

December 11-15
(M-F)

Final Exams week

FINAL SCHEDULE:

50122

Monday, December 11, 2006, from 8:00-9:50

50119

Wednesday, December 13, 2006 from 9:00-10:50

CLASS CANCELLATION:

If these classes are ever cancelled, there will be an official Reedley College cancellation notice on the door.  The exception will be when a cancelled class is known in advance, and students are notified in class prior to cancellation.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

TEXTBOOK ADDENDUM:

Aesop.  Ashliman, D.L. (Introduction and notes).  Jones, V.S. Vernon (Illustrations).  Stade, George (Consulting Editorial Editor).  Aesop’s Fables.  New York: Barnes and Noble, 2003.

NOTE:  This book is available from TK College Textbooks, located in the Riverwalk Shopping Center, 797 N. Reed Ave., Reedley, CA.

