
English 252: Writing Improvement

Fall 2006/Section 53062/Stewart 

Instructor: Mary C. Stewart

Time: T, Th 6:00-7:50

Room: T INC 4, TH INC 1

Email: chipilonadog@hotmail.com 

Office Hours: As arranged

Course Description:

In this course, you will develop your writing skills including sentence and paragraph development, find, correct, and understand grammatical errors, and use computer word processors for writing. Prepares students for English 125


Prerequisite:
Designated score on English placement test with other relevant criteria or satisfactory completion of English 250. Not recommended for students learning English as a foreign language. Not recommended for students with identified learning disabilities.

Required Text/Materials:

Texts:

Patterns and Themes: A Basic English Reader (Fifth Edition), Rogers, Judy et.al.

English Brushup (Third Edition), Langan, J. and Goldstein, J.

Materials:

Notebook paper (college lined), Pens/pencils (including one colored pen), Two pocket folders, Assignment calendar, Computer Disks (three), Any college-level dictionary

Attendance and Participation:

Attendance and participation play a major part in how well you will do in this course. Because English 252 is a writing intensive course, it is vital that you attend class regularly. If the occasion does arise that you will not be able to attend, please e-mail me to let me know that you will not be in class. You will be permitted to miss four classes without negative consequences. The teacher reserves the right to drop you from the course for excessive absences (more than four).  If you cannot attend class regularly or arrive on time consistently, it might benefit you to enroll in this course at another time. Also, if you miss class, it will be your responsibility to find out what you have missed. Do not depend entirely on the assignment schedule. 

Late Work:

Late work will not be accepted except under special circumstances and only with the permission of the instructor. If you anticipate an absence, turn in work ahead of schedule.

Expectations for Classroom Behavior:

*I expect students to be respectful of others; this includes respect for others’ ideas and opinions.

*While I realize that there are times when it is important to be able to receive phone calls,   I would ask that you please put your phone on vibrate if you are expecting a call, and quietly step outside if you need to answer it. Please do not abuse this privilege.

Plagiarism:

Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography. We will be discussing plagiarism at length so that there is no misunderstanding as to what constitutes plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense. The penalties for turning in work that has been plagiarized can range from an “F” on the assignment, with no chance of making it up, to receiving an “F” in the course.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities act (ADA), please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Conferences:

I am available and am more than happy to meet with you should the need arise. Please e-mail me a few days in advance if you would like to meet with me. I am usually available an hour before class begins if I am given advance notice.

Important Dates:

August 25
Last day to drop class for a refund

September 1
Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

October 13
Last day to drop

Important Dates (continued):

November 23
No Class (Thanksgiving)

December 12
Final Exam

Grading:

Grades will be based on your homework, in-class work, quizzes and exams, essays, and participation. Important: You need to pass the final exam with a ‘C’ or better in order to pass this class. The following grading scale will be used:



90-100    A

                        80-89      B

                        70-79      C

                        60-69      D 

                          0-59      F

Schedule of Assignments:

Week #
Rhetorical Topic (Patterns and Themes)
Grammar (English Brushup)



    1

Introduction




 Review Parts of Speech

    2

Narration




 Subjects and Verbs (Chap 1)

    3 

Narration



              More About Verbs (Chap 2)

     4

Narration




   Subj-Verb Agree (Chap 3)

     5

Description




   Sentence Types (Chap 4)

    6

Description




   Fragments (Chap 5)

    7

Illustration




   Run-Ons (Chap 6)

    8                  Illustration




   Pronouns (Chap 7)

    9                  Comparison/Contrast



   Commas (Chap 8)

   10                 Comparison/Contrast



    Apostrophes (Chap 9)

   11                 Analysis




    Quotation Marks (Chap10)

   12                 Analysis




    Other Punct. (Chap 11)

   13                Cause/Effect




  Homonyms (Chap 12)

   14                Cause/Effect




  Cap. Ltrs (Chap 13)

   15                 Persuasion




  Word Choice (Chap 14)

   16                 Persuasion                   


   Misplaced/Dang (Chap 15)

   17                 Persuasion                                                          Parallelism (Chap 16)

   18                 Final Exam Week                                      

