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ENGLISH 252 – Writing Improvement

Fall 2006

Instructor: Eric Smith
E-mail: eric.smith@reedleycollege.edu

Course Days: W/F
Course Time: 8:00 – 9:50

Section Number: 53058
Room: W - INC 1; F  - INC 4

Required Texts and Materials 
· Patterns and Themes (5th edition) by Rogers and Rogers
· English Brushup. (3rd edition) by Langan and Goldstein
· Materials: a binder for in class work and a portfolio (a folder to keep all of your work for the course).

· On-line access and printer capabilities

· A College Dictionary (Optional, but highly recommended.) 

Course Overview







English 252:Writing Improvement is an introductory course concerned with the localized writing environments of sentences and paragraphs. Writing is a process and in order to understand the dynamics of that process, the beginning writer must first learn to “read” the language – to learn the signs – and then s/he will be better able to adjust to the more complex relationships involved in longer and more complex written assignments. In other words, this course will help you develop the necessary tools of good sentence and paragraph construction that will lead to becoming a better and stronger writer. However, like all environments, writing is not alone or inseparable; reading, personal observations, media, culture, identity, place, and many other criteria heavily influence it. We will be reading a variety of essays that will cause us to think and consider how these other environmental influences affect our writing as well as our person. We will then discuss these changes and hopefully you will note the changes not only in your writing skills, but also in your thinking. 

 Course Outcomes


at the end of this course you should be able to:

A. Write complete sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating 

correctly.  

B. Use the conventions of English writing; including capitalization, indenting, spelling,

 hyphenating, etc.

C. Write clear, varied, appropriate sentences.

D. Use verbs correctly in present, past future, and present perfect tenses and use the correct forms of 

common irregular verbs.

E. Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.

F. Write short papers (approx 500 words) that demonstrate rhetorical control of the main idea,

 utilizing the writing process in 
developing, writing, revising, and editing those papers.

G. Complete an in-class writing exam with minimal errors.

H. Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.

I. Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English,

 contractions, etc.

J.           Recognize usage and dialect levels:  standard, community or neighborhood, slang.


As we progress towards these outcomes you will learn that writing is a recursive process that includes topic and idea explorations, pre-writing, support of ideas, organization and re-organization, drafting, revising, and finally editing. You will also notice that writing is merely one environmental region within the broader environment of language, and therefore you will come to learn that writing affects and is affected by other language environments such as reading, media, culture, and personal growth. It is my hope that you will also come to realize the importance of writing to your daily life, and of course your college education. 

Requirements & Grading


Writing is both an individual and a group activity; therefore you will be graded on both your individual work and your group participation. Class participation is mandatory. We will build a writing community and your classmates will come to depend on you, as you will on them – we all benefit from each other’s input. Again, participation is mandatory, which means attendance is critical. Things happen: such as car problems, oversleeping, sickness, and family emergencies. I understand that this is part of life. However, it is your responsibility to attend class, and it is your responsibility to find out what you missed if you are absent. I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences – all absences are counted. Please observe the following:


**All appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time. If you work, inform your employer of you class schedule.


**If you miss any of the first week of class, you may be dropped.


**You can miss up to 4 class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped.


**If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.


**Two tardies = one absence


Participation means coming to class prepared – having read the assigned readings, written the responses, and finished homework. It also means thinking about the assignments and coming prepared to discuss and ask questions during class. The more you bring to class in terms of inquisitive thought, the more we will all benefit from this course. So come to class prepared to participate. Enough said.


**NOTE: Class Cancellations. In the advent of a class cancellation, I will do my best to notify you. An official form will be posted on the classroom door – any hand written note or unofficial form is not to be accepted. 

Homework: 


You will have reading and writing assignments due at the beginning of every class meeting, and all of these assignments will have an affect on your overall grade. Do them. 

*Reading assignments will involve thoughtful reading and critical thinking about the readings. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on all reading assignments. Again, the more you put into the course work, the more you will benefit. 

*Writing assignments will consist of a variety of forms (prewriting exercises, paragraphs, short responses, and longer responses). There will be five (5) essays due, and all of these will be multiple draft essays. These essays will count as a major portion of your grade.  All writing assignments (except for in-class work) must be typed using Times New Roman Font (size 12), double-spaced, and with name, date and title on assignment. I encourage the use of page numbering systems as well. 

*Save all your work (floppy, CD, or other storage device). Actually, from experience, I recommend saving your work in a couple of places (I save on the hard drive and a memory device). It’s a good back up plan if something gets lost or misplaced.


Late Work Policy: I expect assignments turned in when due, however, I realize that sometimes “things happen” and you might need extra time. I will allow for two “free passes” on late assignments (no more than one week after the due date). Beyond that, you will receive zero (0) points for any late assignment. Use these “free passes” wisely. 

Grading: 




Points

Percentage

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 






Essays (50, 75, 100, 125, 150)
500 

50%



Reading Responses (25 each)
150

15%


HOMEWORK, QUIZZES, &


IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS
200

20%



PARTICIPATION
150

15%

GRADING SCALE:


90-100% = A
CREDIT


80-89%  = B
CREDIT


70-79%  = C
CREDIT


60-69%  = D
NO CREDIT


0-59%    = F
NO CREDIT


*All work should be kept in a portfolio (manila folder or other similar item). 


**Please note that grade percentages and categories might change during the course of the semester**
Classroom Behavior



One word – Respect. I expect respectfulness towards all students and myself. I will not tolerate disrespectful behavior. I am here to teach, and you are here to learn. A tolerant, respectful classroom is conducive to a good, healthy, and fun learning environment. Disagreement and constructive argumentation can be helpful and are encouraged. However, bad language, name calling, or any other type of negative communication is not helpful to anyone – please avoid such behavior.


Disruptive classroom behavior will not be tolerated. This includes cell phone use, text messaging, computer gaming, excessive talking, snoring – you get the idea. For any such behavior, or any disrespectful behavior you may be asked to leave the class and receive an absence for that period. Further disciplinary action will be taken if warranted. 


**If you have a pressing emergency (sick child, family situation) and need to have your cell phone on, please let me know at the beginning of class. Otherwise, cell phones should be turned off during class time.


Cheating and Plagiarism: Neither is tolerated. 

“Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Don’t cheat
**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation can be made.

Instructor Accessibility


I want you to succeed, not only in this course, but also in all of your academic work and other endeavors. To that end, I will try to make myself available to you for questions, concerns, or just general conversation. The best way to reach me is through email (eric.smith@reedleycollege.edu). I will also be available after class. During the semester I will set up individual conferences for those who are interested and/or whom I feel need such a conference. If at any time during the semester you would like to schedule a conference with me, please do so. Again, I’m here to help you succeed to the best of my capabilities. 

Important Dates


Last day to drop and 
Friday, August 25

qualify for a refund.

Holiday – Labor Day
Monday, September 4

Last day to drop to not 

Friday, October 13

affect transcripts

Holiday – Veteran’s Day

Friday, November 10

Holiday – Thanksgiving

Thursday/Friday, November 23/24

Finals Week



Monday-Friday, December 11-15

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

This schedule is subject to change.

8-14, Wednesday: 
Course Introduction



Diagnostic 
#1
Homework: Read: English Brushup – Introduction (1-15)


 Write: Summary response to chapter reading.

8-16, Friday: 
Essay Parts. Note Taking.



Group Work: Adler’s “How to Mark a Text” (handout)


Homework: Read: Brushup C1 “Subjects & Verbs” (19-28), C2 “More About Verbs” (29-40)



Write: Summary response to chapter readings.

***************************************************************************

8-23, Wednesday:
Subjects & Verbs. Writing Process.




Individual Writing: Writing fears and strengths.

#2
Homework: Read: Brushup C3 “Subject-Verb Agreement” (41-50) 


Write: Summary response to chapter reading.

8-25, Friday:

Subject & Verbs. Narration/Description. Getting Started.





Quiz: Subject/Verbs; Group Work: Getting started.

Homework: Read: Patterns “Chicken Gizzards” (27-29) & My Family’s Language” (31-34)


                    Read: Brushup C4 “Sentence Types” (51-60)

 Write: Freewrite “Favorite Family Outing”& Summary response to Brushup reading

***************************************************************************
8-30, Wednesday:

Sentence Types. Reading(s) Discussion. Organizing/Outlining.




Individual Writing: Organize/outline “Favorite Family Outing.”

#3
Homework:  Read: Brushup C7 “Pronouns” (83-92) & C13 “Capital Letters” (145-154)


  Write: Summary response to chapter readings 

9-1, Friday:
Writing Prompt #1. Pronouns & Capital Letters. Reading a Prompt.



Quiz: Grammar. Individual Writing/Reading: Prompt analysis.


Homework: Read: Patterns “My First Hunting Trip” (15-17) & “Pranks for the Memory” (19-21)


                    Write: Reading response to one of the readings & Outline “Favorite Family Outing”

***************************************************************************
9-6, Wednesday:
Grammar & Writing Process Review. Discuss Readings. Introductions.



Group Work: Prompt Outlines. Individual Writing: Start Introduction.

#4
Homework: Read: Brushup C5 “Fragments” (61-72) & C6 “Run-Ons” (73-82)


Write: Summary to chapter readings. Finish introductory paragraph.
9-8, Friday:
Fragments/Run-ons. Essay Parts – Transitions. First Drafts



Quiz: Grammar. Group Work: mini-workshop
Homework: Read: Patterns “Eleven” (68-71) & “From Growing Up” (77-80)


Read: “Shitty First Drafts” (handout)


Write: First draft to “Favorite Family Outing.”

***************************************************************************
9-13, Wednesday:
Essay #1 First Draft Due. Discuss Readings. Draft Talk.



Workshop.

#5
Homework: Read: Workshop draft comments.


Write: Revision plan. Begin Revising Essay #1.

9-15, Friday:  
Revision. The Essay: Body/Conclusion. Review Transitions.



Individual Writing: Essay #1 work.

Homework: Read: Brushup – Review



Write: Essay #1 2nd Revision. Summary of Reading Review.

***************************************************************************
9-20, Wednesday: 
Essay #1 Second Draft Due. Grammar Review + Editing.



Workshop Essay #1. 
#6
Homework: Read: Brushup “Parallelism” (175-184)

Write: Essay #1 Edit/Final Revision.

9-22, Friday: 
Essay #1 Due. Parallelism. Exemplification.



Individual Writing: Essay #1/Course Reflection


Homework: Read: Patterns “On Being Seventeen...” (72-75) & “The Company Man” ((205-207)



Read: Brushup “Homonyms” (135-144) 




Write: Reading Response to Patterns readings.

***************************************************************************
9-27, Wednesday: 
Readings Discussion. Illustration/Description. Homonyms. Essay #2 Prompt.



Group Work: Illustration/Description.

#7
Homework: Read: Brushup “Word Choice” (155-164). Essay #2 Prompt.


Write: Summary Essay #2 Prompt. Writing plan.

9-29, Friday: 
Discuss Essay #2 Prompt. Word Choices. WP – Review.



Quiz: Grammar. Group Work – Brainstorm Essay #2.
Homework: Read: Patterns “One Man’s Kids” (181-184) & “Joe DiMaggio…” (221-224)


Read: Brushup “Commas” (93-102) & “Apostrophe” (103-114) 


Write: Reading Response to Patterns readings. Essay #2 Outline.

***************************************************************************

10-4, Wednesday: 
Commas & Punctuation. More Illustration. WP – Next step.



Group Work - TBA 
#8
Homework: Read: Brushup “Quotation Marks” (125-134)


  Write: Essay #2 Introductory paragraph.

10-6, Friday: 
Quotation Marks & More Punctuation. Essay & WP – Moving Along.



Quiz: Grammar. Individual Writing: Essay #2 Draft


Homework: Read: Patterns “Appalachian Heroes” (228-231)



Read: Brushup “Other Punctuation Marks” (115-124)



Write: Essay #2.

***************************************************************************
10-11, Wednesday:  
Essay #2 Draft Due. Sentence Structure Review + Punctuation.



Workshop Essay #2. 
#9
Homework: Read: Brushup – Review 1st Section.

 
Write: Final Draft Essay #2.
10-13, Friday: 
Essay #2 Due. Compare/Contrast. Course Review/Overview. 


 Group Work: TBA
Homework: Read: Patterns “A Biracial Child’s…” (95-99) & “Death of an Officer” (197-203)


Write: Readimg Response to Patterns readings. Course Summary.

***************************************************************************
10-18, Wednesday: 
Discuss Readings. Essay #3 Writing Prompt.



Midterm Test.
#10
Homework: Read: Brushup “Adjectives and Adverbs” (194-196) 


Write: Essay #3 Outline.

10-20, Friday: 
Adjectives/Adverbs. Extending Skills. Midterm review.



Group Work: Midterm review.

Homework: Read: “What is Intelligence…” (106-108) & “Downturn Goes Easier…”(189-190)



Read: Brushup C15 “Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers” (165-174)



Write: Reading Response to Patterns readings. Essay #3 Rough draft.

***************************************************************************

10-25, Wednesday:  
Discuss Readings. Modifiers. Compare/Contrast vs. Cause/Effect.



Group Work: Cause & Effect 

#11
Homework: Read: Brushup C21 & 22 “Numbers & Abbreviations” & “Usage” (196-199)


Write: Essay #3 1st Draft.

10-27, Friday: 
Essay #3 Draft 1 Due. Numbers, Abbreviations, and Usage. Strategies.



Quiz: Grammar. Workshop Essay #3.

Homework: Read: Patterns “Has Equality in Sports…” (151-154) & “Jim’s Promise” (109-111)


Read: Brushup C23, 24,25 More about subjects and Verbs (199-204)


 Write: Reading Response to Patterns readings. Essay #3 2nd draft.

***************************************************************************

11-1, Wednesday: 
Essay #3 Draft 2 Due. Discuss Readings. Subjects and Verbs.



Individual Writing/Conferences: Essay #3


#12
Homework:
Read: Brushup C26 “More About Run-Ons” (204-205)



Write: Work on Essay #3.

11-3, Friday:
Essay #3 Feedback. Run-Ons. Making most of comments.



Quiz: Grammar. Individual Writing/Conferences Essay #3. 


Homework: Read: Brushup C27-30 (206-212)



Read: Essay #3 Comments.



Write: Essay #3 Final draft 7 Author’s Notes.

***************************************************************************

11-8, Wednesday:
Essay #3 Due. Review. Essay #4 Writing Prompt. Analysis.



Group Work: Prompt & Brainstorm.

#13
Homework: Read: Brushup C31 “More About Homonyms” (212-215)



Write: Essay #4 Brainstorm/Outline 

11-10, Friday:  
Research. Library Tour. 



Quiz: Grammar. Individual Write: Library Tour summary.

Homework: Read: Patterns “What Price…” (128-132) & “If ER Nurses Crash…” (134-136) 


Read: Brushup C32, 33 “Capital Letters” & “Word Choice” (215-217)


Write: Essay #4 Research/Writing Plan. Reading Response to Patterns readings.

***************************************************************************

11-15, Wednesday:  
“Brushup” Review. Discuss Readings & Analysis.



Group Work: Plan/outline and research tips.

#14
Homework: Read: Patterns “Freshman Pay Mentally…” (117-120)


Read: Research material.


Write: Summary of sources (2). 

11-17, Friday:  
Using Sources. Persuasion. Thesis. WP Review. 



Practice Quiz: Combined Mastery Tests. Group Work: Essay #4 thesis.

Homework: Read: Patterns “Escape From Childhood” (81-83) & “Let Kids Have Fun” (160-163)



Write: Essay #4 Rough Draft/Thesis.

***************************************************************************

11-22, Wednesday:  
Essay #4 Rough Draft Due (Introduction/Thesis/Plan). Grammar Review.



Whole Class – Theses sharing. Ideas/strategies.

#15
Homework:  (Due 11-29) Essay #4 1st Draft.

11-24, Friday: NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING

***************************************************************************

11-29, Wednesday: 
Essay #4 First Draft Due. Integrating Sources. Essay Parts review.



Individual /or Group Work: TBA 

#16
Homework: Read: Brushup – Review selected chapters.


Write: work on Essay #4

12-1, Friday:
Essay #4 Comments. More on Essay Parts review.



Practice Quiz: Essay Parts review. Individual Writing: Revision Plan.


Homework:
Read: Patterns (Free choice – 1-2 Unread essays).



Read: Brushup – Review selected chapters.



Write: Essay #4 2nd Draft.

***************************************************************************
12-6, Wednesday:
Essay #4 Draft #2 Due. More Grammar review. 



Workshop Essay #4 draft #2. Individual Writing: Revision plan.

#17
Homework: Read: Workshop comments.



Write: Final draft Essay #4.

12-8, Friday:
Essay #4 Due. Final Grammar Review. Essay #5 Writing Prompt.



Q & A

***************************************************************************

12-13, Wednesday: 
FINAL EXAM? Essay #5 Due. 

