reedley college
ENGLISH 252
FALL 2006 –KIM SHEFFIELD
 

	Class Time: T/TH 12:00PM-12:50PM & 1:00PM-1:50PM
	  

	Location: T/TH 12:00PM-12:50PM  BUS 41
                T/TH 1:00PM-1:50PM  CC1 202

	

	Email:ksheffield@sbcglobal.net
	In an emergency you may reach me at (559) 816-2663 


Texts:
Patterns and Themes 5th edition
English Brushup 3rd edition
RATIONALE FOR THE COURSE:

Writing is much more than simply producing or arranging information. Philosophers like Martin Heidegger have equated writing and thinking, seeing the two as inseparable. When we write, we think, sometimes in ways we didn’t expect. As you develop as a writer you will undoubtedly notice that your writing takes you into the unknown and seeks new understanding of the world around you. We do not have to take things as far as the philosophers to see that writing, at the very least, enriches our thinking, taking it to new levels and organizing it in usable and provocative ways.

Though the popular image of the writer is one of a recluse, writing is never done in a vacuum and is always part of an on-going conversation with the culture and its issues. Therefore we will be reading a variety of essays in Patterns and Themes that will provide us with ideas to think about, to protest against, to support, and to germinate other ideas of our own. The essays in Patterns are designed to bring us into the cultural conversation so that we can carve out our own space, our own ideas and positions, our own understanding based in part on the understanding of those who have come before us or are presently grappling with the same issues we are. In class I also will present material from English Brushup, and will assign homework from this text. This text will become an invaluable grammar reference guide as you write. Both texts are required and are essential to your success in this course. 

OBJECTIVES FOR THIS COURSE:
The student who completes this class will be able to:

A. Write complete English sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating correctly.

B. Use the conventions of English writing: capitalization, indenting, spelling, hyphenating, etc.

C. Write clear, varied, appropriate statements and questions.

D. Use verbs correctly in present, past, future, and present perfect tenses and use the correct forms of common irregular verbs.

E. Expand basic sentence structure with appropriate modification.

F. Use correct noun singular and plural forms and possessives and use pronouns correctly.

G. Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.

H. Express the writer’s ideas in short personal or class-related papers, utilizing the writing process in developing these papers: exploring topics, selecting orders and the appropriate details and examples and examples to support main ideas, writing the papers, and revising and finishing the papers.

I. Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.

J. Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English, contractions, etc.

K. Recognize usage and dialect levels: standard, community or neighborhood, slang.
Students also will realize that the writing process involves reading, critical thinking, research, discussion, and rewriting. The course is designed so that you become accustomed to engaging these crucial academic activities, building your competence in them, until they become a natural part of your intellectual life. Most days we will have a reading assignment to be completed before class, a response written before class and handed in at the end of class, and an in-class discussion of the readings and of students’ work. Five papers will be required during the semester, and frequently the class discussion will revolve around your work. It should be clear that, while these papers will constitute the majority of the graded part of the course, the ultimate objective for the course is not a simple matter of having you produce papers but rather having you adopt the various skills required for critical, academic thinking/writing.
COURSE  REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance is critical. Surely there are verifiable, justifiable excuses for absence, but then there are the other reasons … don’t be absent for the other reasons: hangover, laziness, non-contagious illness, oversleeping, hunger, dehydration, etc. I am highly intolerant of excessive absence - and so is the college, so make coming to class part of your routine.

**All appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors should be scheduled outside of class time. If you work, inform your employer of you class schedule.

**If you miss any of the first week of class, you may be dropped.

**You can miss up to 4 class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped.

**If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.

**Two tardies = one absence

Reading assignments are absolutely crucial to the objectives of this course. You must complete them and be prepared to discuss them when you come to class. Certainly there will be some readings that you do not comprehend as soundly as you do others, but this is okay; read them the best you can and come to class ready to talk about them even if all you have is questions. 

Writing, reflection, rewriting are part and parcel of a writing course. You will be doing three types of writing assignments this semester: 

1. You will be required to turn in short, informal papers that aim to have you write about the course material at hand. Although these assignments will be short, they do have to be serious. I will expect you to spend more than a few minutes on this writing, and I will expect that your writing shows that you are thinking critically about the subject matter. You are the primary audience for this writing. In this view, your short writing assignments should be a kind of conversation that you have with the material. That is, these writing assignments should give you the space to think through some of the concepts and ideas in the literature as well as in our classroom discussions. Each short writing assignment is worth 0-30 points and will be graded on thoroughness and depth of insight. A paper that is one paragraph or less will receive 0 points!
2. While reading several short stories and essays you will be asked to take notes. This will become invaluable to you as you read as it will allow you to use them as a source of reference for writing your essays. 

3. Throughout the semester, you will turn in four or five essays worth up to 100 points each. An essay receiving 100 points is also an “A” paper. I will return drafts of a few of your essays with comments, and you may rewrite one essay using my comments, the comments of a tutor, as well as the comments of your peers in workshop as a guide. Professional writers continuously rewrite, so plan to do so. You will have one week to turn in a rewrite.

All of your assignments are important, so remember to save everything you write! No writing assignment you do this semester will be without purpose or benefit. Class writing assignments and essays may be used as raw material for later assignments. There will be group work on papers, and I may use samples of student writing for class discussion or as illustrations of common problems or special qualities in your writing.
Grading:
Class participation and your progress are part of your grade and will be assessed on an on-going basis. Feel free to approach me with questions you may have about your status at any point in the semester. 

1. Writing Assignments (Essays) = 0-100 pts. Ea.
2. Participation = 20 pts.
3. Homework, Quizzes, In-class Assignments, Reading Responses = 0-30 pts. Ea.
**Please note that I reserve the right to change grade percentages and categories during the course of the semester**

If at any time you wish to discuss a problem or concern you are having with class work or grades, please see me either before or after class, email me, or schedule an appointment. I will be available for you should the need arise.

Conference:
Some time during the semester you will be required to meet one-on-one with me to discuss your work. This time is yours and you will guide the agenda. Come prepared to discuss specific questions and problems you may have at the time. 
Workshop groups:

 These groups are a luxury in the writing process and one that in a classroom setting we can easily afford. Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. Your peers in a writing course are your “test group” and therefore integral to your success. During the semester you will be assigned to various workshop groups that will meet periodically during class time to discuss each other’s work. Your longer essays must be reviewed and commented upon by at least one of your peers before rewritten and handed back to me. You will be expected to reciprocate and offer your fellow students your wise insights into their work. In workshop we treat each other with respect; that is, we are honest but fair and considerate of others’ feelings. I will go over the “rules” for workshop early in the semester. 

Late Papers:

Papers are due within the first five (5) minutes of class on the due date. I will take a late paper only if you have a prior arrangement with me. If you know that certain parts of the semester are going to be more demanding, plan ahead. Let me know if you need an extra hour or two, or an extra day. If you do not communicate a special need, and your paper is late, your grade will be lowered for each deadline you miss, and each additional day.
Cheating and Plagiarism: 
"Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one's grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term 'cheating' not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one's own work." Penalties for cheating and plagiarism range from a 0 or F on a particular assignment, through an F for the course, to expulsion from the college. Bottom line: just don’t cheat! 
Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 

Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class.

**Note: Students with disabilities have the responsibility to identify themselves to the instructor so that reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation can be made.

Getting Outside Help:

Because we think the good reader and writer has a better chance of succeeding in college, we encourage you to also visit the campus agency such as the Writing Center.  There are many trained writing experts that can aid you in editing and revising your essay drafts. Use them!

Contacting the Instructor:

The BEST way to contact me is by email (ksheffield@sbcglobal.net). I check this several times a day and will respond to your email as quickly as I am able. Should you need to reach me in an emergency, please do not hesitate to contact me via my cell phone. The number is at the top of the syllabus. Please do not abuse this privilege.

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

It is my hope that this class will give you the opportunity to improve your writing skills by providing you with practice, practice, and more practice. Taking full advantage of this opportunity will require work—hard work, but work that is challenging and often more fun and interesting than you might have imagined.
	CLASS AGENDA
 (subject to change at the whim of the instructor)



	Date
	Topic / Assignment

	Week 1:

T/15 Aug

	In class:  Syllabus and discussion of texts, Introductions, Discussion of Course Objectives; Discuss Texts, Diagnostic
YOU MUST HAVE YOUR TEXTS BY AUGUST 17.

	TH/17 Aug

	In class: Discuss note taking; rhetorical framework (handout) 

Homework: Reading (BRUSHUP) PGS. 1-15

Sentence structure: Basic sentence patterns

	Week 2:

T/22 Aug
	In class: Grammar review; Brief Discussion on various modes of writing
Homework: Reading (Patterns & Themes) My Family’s Language (Rodriguez) pg. 31

	TH/24 Aug

	In Class: 10 Minute Write on essay reading; Discussion; The Writing Process

Homework: Reading (Patterns) Becoming Helpless (Dowling) pg. 36 AND Jim’s Promise (Stacy) pg. 109

The parts of the sentence: subjects, verbs, complements, modifiers

	Week 3:
T/29 Aug
	In Class: 10 Minute Write; Brief discussion of readings; The Writing Process (cont.); The Essay and its Parts (Part I & II) Getting Started (Invention Exercises), Intros, Paragraphs, Sentences, Transitioning

Homework: Reading (Patterns) The Woman Warrior (Kingston) pg. 11 AND Wasted (Hornbacher) pg. 122

Write a Reading Response to ONE of the readings

	TH/31 Aug

	In Class: Reading Response due at beginning of class; Discussion of Readings; The Essay and its Parts (Part III) Thesis Statement; Discussion of First Essay Assignment (Narrative/Descriptive) 

Homework: Reading (Patterns) Excerpts from The Thread That Runs So True (Stuart) pg. 85; Write a Thesis Statement for Essay #1

Grammar review; continued work on paragraph structure and thesis; WEEK IN REVIEW

	Week 4:
T/Sept. 5
	In Class: Thesis statements due at beginning of class; continue discussion of first essay assignment; Essay # 1 Prompt; Grammar (Subject/Verb Agreement) Brushup Pg. 25; Capitalization pg. 145-148

Homework: Reading and complete (Brushup) Subject/Verb Agreement Test 5 pg. 27; Reading (Brushup) pgs. 29-34; Capital Letters Test 3 pg. 151 (Brushup)

	TH/Sept. 7

	In Class: Grammar: Subject/Verb Agreement Review (Brushup) pgs. 49-50; Discuss Essay # 1 Assignment; The Essay and its Parts (Part IV) Body and Conclusion

Homework: Work on Essay # 1

Irregular verbs; work on narrative

	Week 5:

T/Sept. 12

	In class: Grammar: Fragments pgs. 61-72; Fragments Test 4 pg. 70; Review The Essay and its Parts

Homework: Work on Essay #1; Reading (Brushup) pgs. 73-76 Run-ons & pgs. 175-178 Parallelism  

	TH/Sept. 14

	In Class: Grammar: Run-ons & Parallelism

Homework: Complete Rough Draft Essay #1 



	Week 6:

T/Sept. 19
	In Class: ROUGH DRAFT OF ESSAY #1 DUE at beginning of class; Workshop drafts

	TH/Sept. 21

	In Class: Troubleshooting Essay #1; Discuss (Illustration) Essay #2 Assignment and Readings; Grammar: Pronouns (Brushup) pgs. 83-86 Test # 2

Homework: Work to complete Essay #1; Reading (Patterns) The Company Man (Goodman) pg. 205 & On Being Seventeen, Bright, and Unable to Read (Raymond) pg. 72


	Week 7:

T/Sept. 26
	In class: 10 minute write; class discussion; Work on description

Homework: Reading (Patterns) One Man’s Kids (Meier) pg. 181

	TH/Sept. 28

	In Class: Final Draft Essay #1 Due at beginning of class; 10 minute write on homework reading; discussion of reading; continued discussion of Illustration Essay (#2)

Homework: Reading (Patterns) Joe DiMaggio: The Silent Superstar (Simon) pg. 221 & Appalachian Heroes (House) pg. 228;  Reading Response to one of the readings


	Week 8:

T/Oct. 3
	In Class: Responses due at beginning of class; discussion of readings; review of The Essay and its Parts

Homework: Prepare Thesis statement for Illustration Essay 

	TH/Oct. 5

	In class: Discussion of completed thesis statements (Essay #2); possible workshopping of students’ thesis statements; in class reading (Patterns) Real Heroes Need No Fame (Parker) pg. 225; In class writing response and discussion

Homework: Complete Essay #2 (No Rough Drafts for this Essay)



	Week 9:

T/Oct. 10
	In Class: Final Drafts Essay #2 due at beginning of class; Grammar: Commas (handout) and Brushup pgs. 93-96; Commas Test #1 & 3; Introduction to Compare/Contrast; Discussion of next essay

Homework: Readings (Patterns) What Is Intelligence Anyway? (Asimov) pg. 106; Reading Response 

	TH/Oct. 12

	In Class: Reading Response due at the beginning of class; Discussion of responses and reading; In class conferencing

Homework: Reading (Patterns) Downtown Goes Easier on College-Educated Workers (Armour) pg. 189; Reading Response

Homework: Reading (Patterns) For Better Boys, Try a Little Tenderness (Parker) pg. 177; Reading Response 

	Week 10:

T/Oct. 17
	In Class: Reading Responses due at the beginning of class; Prompt Essay #3; Discussion; complete in class conferencing

 Homework: Paragraph and Thesis statement Essay #3 Compare/Contrast

	TH/Oct. 19
	In class: Paragraph and Thesis statement due at beginning of class; group workshop assignment; whole class discussion; troubleshooting; other examples of Compare/Contrast



	Week 11:

T/Oct. 24
	In Class: Rough drafts Essay #3 due at beginning of class; workshop and discussion; Begin introduction of Cause and Effect Essay; Discussion of word choice, wordiness, clarity; Grammar: Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers 

Homework: Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers Test 5 & 6 (Brushup) pgs. 174-174 



	TH/Oct. 26

	In Class: Grammar: Modifiers continued; Pronoun Reference; Cause and Effect continued



	Week 12:

T/Oct. 31
	In Class: Final Draft Essay #3 (Compare/Contrast) due at beginning of class;  Documenting Sources: Paraphrase/ Quotation/Plagiarism; Further discussion of Cause and Effect

Homework: Reading (Patterns) What Price Are You Willing To Pay To Drive Drunk? (Bess) pg. 128


	TH/Nov. 7
F/Nov. 9
	In class: 10 Minute Write; class discussion on reading; Cause and Effect continued

In class: LIBRARY VISIT

Homework: Drafts (There will be NO rough drafts)

	Week 13:

T/Nov. 14
	In class: Review of The Essay and its Parts;  one-on-one conferencing 

Homework: Complete final draft Essay #4

	TH/Nov. 16

	In class: Final Drafts Essay #4 due at beginning of class; Discussion of in class debates; choose debate teams; Introduction to Argument/Persuasion; handout; Discussion of Debate Issues; More on Argumentative Essays

Homework: Homework: Read debate essays; Reading Responses for each; prepare questions for first debate team



	Week 14:
T/Nov. 21
	In class debates; Argumentative handouts and activity; debate writing response

Homework: Prepare questions for next debate team


	
	Thanksgiving Break  November 23-26

	Week 15:

TH/Nov. 28

	In Class: In class debates; whole class discussion; debate writing response; Argument Essay Prompt and discussion

Homework: Begin work on Argument draft



	Week 16:

T/Dec. 5

	In class: Finish in class debates; debate writing response; More Argument handouts; fallacies and related activity

Homework: continue working on draft



	TH/Dec. 7

	In class: In class: Final drafts Essay #5 due at beginning of class; group workshop; Review

Homework: Grammar (Brushup) Applying the Skills pgs. 221-223


	Dec. 9-15
	Finals Week     


