English 252:  Writing Improvement
Instructor:  Debora Palmer  


Fall 2006 Schedule #53073
Email: dkpalmer13@comcast.net
Accelerated Schedule – 10/16/06 to 12/15/06
dpalmer@scccd.org  
Class meets  TW in INC 4 and ThF in INC1

Course Description

English 252 is designed to prepare students for college-level writing courses.  The emphasis will be on expressing the writers ideas through writing clear, complete, appropriate sentences; building those sentences into strong, effective paragraphs; and combining those paragraphs into short papers that demonstrate control of the main idea and effective use of the writing process to develop, write, revise and edit papers.  Finally, critical thinking skills will be developed as writing is performed, analyzed, and explored as a means of expression. English 252 the preparatory course for English 125.

This course is on an accelerated schedule, which means students will complete all of the reading and writing normally spread out over an entire semester in only half a semester.  This will require a significant commitment of time and effort every day.  If your schedule does not permit this commitment, it is unlikely you will be successful in this class.

Expected Outcomes/Objectives
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will be able to:

· Write complete, varied sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meaning.  
· Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly.  
· Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly.

· Divide text into paragraphs and write coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences.

· Use all aspects of the writing process, including generating ideas, expressing the writer’s main idea, using evidence to support main ideas, organizing, writing, and revising to develop several short papers.

Required Materials 

Patterns and Themes, A Basic English Reader, 5th Edition – Rogers, Rogers & Mincey – isbn 0-1550-4583-0.
English Brushup, 4th Edition – Langan & Goldstein – isbn 0073123765
Notebook/journal
Computer disk for saving written work 

Writing utensils and notepaper for in-class assignments

Recommended:  a college dictionary and a thesaurus

Major Assignments
Reading:  A number of essays will be assigned.  Students are responsible for completing assigned reading in advance of each class meeting and actively participating in discussion and activities, as well as completing assigned written exercises and response papers.
Essays:  Students will complete several short essays.  For each essay, students will complete various stages of the writing process, including prewriting, drafting, revision, and editing.  All essays must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins in a standard 12-point font (Times or Times New Roman).  The writing prompt will explain the requirements for each short essay.
Other assignments:  A variety of exercises, activities, quizzes, and short writing assignments will be completed in class. Exercises and writing activities will regularly be assigned as homework.  Students will keep reading/writing journals.
Late Assignments:  All assignments are due at the beginning of class and all due dates are firm.  Late essays will be reduced by one letter grade for each day late.  Other assignments will generally only be accepted on the day they are due.  If a student must miss a day of class, it is important to get any papers time-stamped into the instructor’s box by the date due.  Emailed essays will not be accepted for credit.

Grading

English 252 is a credit/no-credit course. A grade of C is required to earn credit for this course.  To earn a C, the student must earn a cumulative grade of at least 70% on class work (essays, homework, in-class assignments, etc.) and complete the final exam.  Failure to meet either of these requirements will result in a “no-credit” assessment.
Grades are proportioned as follows

Class Participation
20%


Homework, Short Writing Assignments, Quizzes
45%

Short Essays
30%


Final Exam 
  5%

Grading is as follows (these will translate into the CR/NC assessment):


A
90 – 100% 
(CR)

B
80 –   89%  
(CR)

C
70 –   79%  
(CR)

D
60 –   69%  
(NC)

F
  0 –   59%  
(NC)
Class Participation

This class creates a community of writers.  Attendance and participation of the members is essential for the success both of the community and the individual.  Therefore, participation is a significant part of the course grade.  Students are expected to attend class regularly, to arrive on time, to have assignments completed, and to be prepared to participate.  
Because this is an accelerated course, missing two classes is equivalent to missing an entire week of a full semester class.  Students who miss four (4) classes by the midterm drop date will be dropped from this class.  I do not differentiate between “excused” and “unexcused” absences.  Arriving for class late (after roll is taken) or leaving early will be counted as ½ absence.  
The final day to drop this class is November 14.  No grade is entered for drops before 20% of the course length.  A grade of “W” is entered for drops between 20% and 50% of the course length.  It is the student’s responsibility to submit the paperwork if he or she wishes to drop the class.

Behavior that disrupts or interferes with class work will not be tolerated.  Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the day.  More serious disruptions will result in more serious actions.  Listen to each other with respect.  Do not interrupt your classmates or the teacher.  Cell phones and pagers should be turned off and kept out of sight.
Students’ participation in prewriting exercises, group activities, discussions, and other in-class activities will be reflected in their participation scores.

Contact and Conferences
Generally, the quickest and most reliable way to reach me is by email.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions, need help or clarification from me, or have ideas and suggestions for the class.  I will be happy to schedule an appointment to meet with you or have a discussion via phone or email.  I am here to help you succeed.  
Essential Information
It is the student’s responsibility to stay informed of any changes of assignments, due dates, readings, etc.  Missing class does not excuse this responsibility.  Students who are absent should ask a trustworthy classmate for notes and come prepared upon return from an absence.  Being absent is not an excuse for late work.

Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  According to the college policy on plagiarism, “Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.”   The minimum penalty in this class is a grade of zero on plagiarized work.
This class schedule is set for the semester.  All appointments, interviews, and meetings are to be scheduled outside of class time.  Students who have a job should inform the employer of his or her class and final exam schedules.  

Final Exam Date:  December 15, 2006.

Students with Disabilities
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible
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