English 252: Writing Improvement
           Fall 2006 ~ Section 53063

           Monday (2:00-3:50) INC 1

       Wednesday (2:00-3:50) SOC 35

Instructor: Ms. K. Fourchy




 Office Hours:

Office: A-Annex #6                                                                 Monday 11:00-1:00

Office #: 638-3641 ext. 3406                                                   Wednesday 11:00-1:00

E-mail: kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu                               Friday 11:00-12:00

Course Description:

This course gives students the opportunity to work on sentence and paragraph development and basic grammar in preparation for moving on to English 125. The emphasis, however, is on the communication of ideas. This is a credit/no credit class. You must get a C or better to receive credit for this class.

Required Texts and Materials:

Langan, John and Janet M Goldstein. English Brushup. 3rd ed. Boston: McGraw-Hill. 2003.
Rogers, Judy R. and Glenn C. Rogers. Patterns and Themes: A Basic English Reader. 4th ed. Wadsworth. 2000.

A college level dictionary

Disks for the computer lab 
Binder
Course Work:

Class Participation
Required

Quizzes

100 points

Reading Responses
100 points

Essays


500 points

Homework

100 points

Writing Center*
50 points

Final


150 points

*You will be required to attend 21 hours at the Writing Center (HUM 59) in order to receive any of these points. We will visit the Writing Center as a class this week in order for you to enroll.
Grading Scale

90-100% = A
Credit

80-89%   = B
Credit

70-79%   = C 
Credit

60-69%   = D   No Credit

0-59%     = F    No Credit 

Class Routine:
Each day we will work in English Brushup. Each week we will read 2 or 3 essays from Patterns and Themes and sometimes I will bring in outside reading. We will write in each class period, and you will have reading and/or writing homework at the end of every class. There will also be an emphasis on group work and peer review of your writing. 
Class Policies:
You will be tested on every reading assignment during the semester. A missed reading response is equal to a zero, and no makeups are allowed. I will, however, drop the two lowest scores of your quiz grade and average the remaining scores. All essays must be typed in accordance with MLA guidelines. All work leading to your final paper must be included- for example, all prewriting, rough drafts, tutor comments, peer review and any other work produced. Papers are due the beginning of the class period on the assigned due date. I will call out your name and you will hand in your essay. I do not accept late work. Essays/assignments cannot be left in my box. You will be required throughout the semester to copy some of your essays in progress and distribute them to other students. There are no exceptions to these policies.
Attendance:

Roll is taken every day within the first five minutes of class. Students who miss more than four classes for any reason before the nine-week drop date will be dropped from the class.  If you miss any classes during the first week of the semester you may be dropped.  It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this and/or any course. Failure to do so will result in an F.  Should you discover that you are unable to attend class for whatever reason it is imperative that you discuss this with the instructor as soon as possible. Telling the instructor of work schedule changes, illness, family emergences, etc. after missing several days/weeks is unacceptable.
Accommodations: 

Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.
Other Items:
No cell phones- Phone need to be off. If you go outside to answer your cell phone you are considered absent for that class period. If you are text messaging you are considered absent for that class period. I make exceptions for emergencies, but you need to inform me of this before class.
Behavior- We are polite and respectful to one another.

Plagiarism- Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. You will be caught reported to the administration, and your college record will be in jeopardy.

Blackboard-To access the course site go to the following URL: http://blackboard.reedleycollege.edu. Login using your seven digit student ID as your username and password. Go to Personal Information and enter your e-mail address. You will need to be officially enrolled before you will be able to access the site. All information regarding the class will be posted at this site. There will also be a link to access your grade.

Important Dates:

8/14

Instruction Begins

9/4

Labor Day Holiday (no classes held – campus closed)

10/14

Final Drop Date

11/10

Veteran’s Day (no classes held- campus closed)

11/23-11/25
Thanksgiving Holiday

Syllabus and class schedule are tentative and subject to change at any time.

