English 1A: Reading and Composition Fall 2006 ~ 53034
Instructor: Tom West
Email: thomas.west@reedleycollege.edu
Office: SOC 37                                              Office Phone: 559-638-3641 ext. 3471
Office Hours: M 10:00 - 11.00
Final Exam: Wednesday, Dec 13th
T 10:00 - 12:00                    3-4:50
Prerequisite: ENGL125 and ENGL126, or placement by college assessment process.
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to English lA- Critical Reading and Writing, a course designed to aid students in the analysis, and composition of college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one's own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper.
By the end of this 4 unit class, the successful student will he able to:
•   Write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper:
o   employing thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data,
introductions, and conclusions;
o   writing with attention to audience and without logical fallacies; o   targeting research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased
text as support, and avoid plagiarism; o   determining the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources,
especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity; o   employing Standard American English for the various requirements of
universities and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational
diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines; o   using an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and
rhetorical mode; o   demonstrating mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power,
rhythm, texture, tone and grace; and o   editing for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics.
•   Write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class:
o   generating ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining,
free writing, or clustering; and o   composing a complete written essay within an allotted time.
•   Summarize and comprehend college level prose:
o   identifying the model, summarizing the thesis, and locating supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay;
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o   naming rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translating
metaphorical language, so as to determine an author's intent, both explicit
and implicit o   answering questions from assigned reading, differentiating between an
author's intent and personal reaction; o   describing, evaluating, and questioning the purpose, audience,
organization, and style of assigned readings; and o   determining a writer's background, historical period and cultural niche for
discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.
We will achieve these goals by completing five (5) major essays, numerous other types of writing assignments, and by analyzing and evaluating the written work of peers and professionals. The writing and reading components of this class are heavy. I ask a lot of you, and I hope you do the same of me. It is my aim and the purpose of this class to assist you in developing the skills necessary to communicate as skilled writers.
REQUIRED MATERIALS
Bullock, Richard. The Norton Field Guide to Writing. New York: Norton, 2006.
0-393-97776-5. Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Sixth Edition.
New York: Modern Language Association, 2003. 0-87352-786-3 A large dictionary.
COURSE POLICIES Attendance:
Come to class every day. Be on time. If you are not here, you can not participate, you will fall behind in your knowledge base, and you will perform more poorly than you might otherwise perform.
I take attendance at the beginning of each class. If you are absent more than three times, I will drop you for non-participation. At Reedley College, there is no such thing as an excused absence, so do not bother bringing me your doctor's note.
* If class is to be cancelled, there will be an official notice posted on the door (as opposed to, say, a hand written note).
Late Work
.... in general, is not accepted. Late work will only be considered with prior consent of the instructor, with whom you should discuss any concerns. There will be no make-up work offered.
Extra Credit
... will not be offered. Work on earning all of the regular credit.
Essay Guidelines
All essays submitted for a grade will have completed a writing process cycle — that is, they will have been carefully and deliberately planned, written, revised, and edited, perhaps several times, before submission.
Each essay will be submitted in a clean, typed condition and will follow Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines. You will be provided with a "guidelines sheet" to remind you of these guidelines and to act as a model for your essays.
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Grades
Individual Essays - Fifty percent (50%). Each out of class essay is worth 10% of your grade.
Mid-Term Exam - Ten percent (10%). Timed, in-class essay.
Final Exam - Twenty percent (20%). Timed, in class essay in response to reading assignment.
Professionalism - Twenty percent (20%). This includes, but is not limited to, class discussion, quizzes, completion of all in-class work and all work assigned for completion out of class, and general preparedness. Especially important is your participation in peer response groups. Professionalism points cannot be made up. The final grade scale looks like this:
A
90-100
B
80-89
C
70-79
D
60-69
F
59 and Below
It is the student's responsibility to "officially" drop from the class. In most cases I will drop you for non-participation after 3 absences; however, I may forget, if you also fail to drop you will earn a grade of "F" rather than "W."
Plagiarism
... is bad. Don't do it. Reedley College's official policy on plagiarism states:
Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another's words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. (College Catalog, 51)
If you have further questions about what constitutes plagiarism, see me and I will pass along a handout with examples.
Disruptive Behavior and Sexual Harassment
Reedley College is committed to the principle that instructors and students must treat each other with courtesy and respect, and it will take action to enforce college policies regarding behavior that violates this principle. These policies are set forth in the student code of conduct at Reedley College. If you need a brochure, please ask.
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Mobile Communication Devices must be turned off. If the silent mode of your phone causes it to vibrate to the degree that your classmates can hear this vibration, turn your phone completely off. If your phone/pager/blackberry "rings" in class, you will be asked to leave and return when you can remember these guidelines.
Guests are not allowed. Unless they are enrolled in the class, please tell your family and friends to stay home. I would bore them anyway.
Accommodations
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Important Dates
Last day to drop for a refund
Friday, August 25
Last day to drop to avoid a "W"
Friday, September i
Holiday: Labor Day
Monday, September 4
Last day to drop
Friday, October 13
Holiday: Veteran's Day
Friday-Saturday, November 10-11
Holiday: Thanksgiving
Thursday-Saturday, November 23-25
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Mon. Aug. 14th
Introductions
Syllabus

Getting to know your neighbor
Writing Center Tour 

Wed. Aug. 16th 

Writing as Process

Essay One Introduction

HW: Read Chapter 6 in Norton

Mon. Aug. 21st
The Aims of Discourse
HW: Read Chapter 29 in Norton

Wed. Aug. 23rd
Essay Intros: Topic vs. Thesis (Focus, Coherence)
HW: Read Chapters 34 and 37 in Norton
Mon. Aug. 28th
Description and Narrative 

Essay One Peer Review Draft Due

HW: Read  Chapters 1-4 in Norton

Wed. Aug. 30th

Writing Through a Lens-perspective, point of view, authority and voice
HW: Read  Chapters 22 and 7 in Norton

Mon. Sept. 4th

Labor Day Holiday (no school)
Wed. Sept. 6th
Essay One Final Draft Due

Essay Two Introduction

Reporting Information

HW: Read Chapters 8 and 28 in Norton

Mon. Sept. 11th
Interview Questions Due

Analysis

HW: Read Chapter 35 in Norton
Wed. Sept. 13th
Analysis cont.

HW: Read Chapters 33 an 23 in Norton

Mon. Sept. 18th
Defining

Essay Two Peer Review Draft Due

HW: Read Chapters 24 and 31 in Norton
Wed. Sept. 20th
Class meets in Conference

Mon. Sept. 25th
Evaluating Ideas
Essay Two Final Draft Due

Essay Three Introduction

HW: Read Chapters 12 and 32 in Norton

Wed. Sept. 27th
Comparison and Contrast

HW: Read  Chapter 30 in Norton

Mon. Oct. 2nd
Causal Analysis

HW: Read Chapter 25 in Norton

Wed. Oct. 4th

Diction and Language Use

Essay Three Peer Review Draft Due

HW: Read Chapter 36 in Norton and Handout

Mon. Oct. 9th
Class Meets in Conference

Wed. Oct. 11th
Intro. to the In-Class Essay
HW: Read Chapters 11 and 39 in Norton

Mon. Oct. 16th
Research Methodology

Essay Three Final Draft Due

Essay Four Introduction

HW: Read Chapter 40 in Norton

Wed. Oct. 18th 
Library Tour/Hunt
Mon. Oct. 23rd 
Research Plan Due

Mid-Term Essay

HW: Read Chapters 41 and 42 in Norton

Wed. Oct. 25th
Researched Timeline/History Due

Evaluating Sources

The Academic Conversation

HW: Read Chapters 42 and 43 in Norton

Mon. Oct. 30th
Idea Development: Coordination and Subordination

HW: Read Chapter 9 and 10 in Norton
Wed. Nov. 1st
Class Held in Conference

Mon. Nov. 6th
Social and Cultural abstracts due

Argument: Influencing a Reader

HW: Read Chapter 19 in Norton
Wed. Nov. 8th
Economic and Political abstracts due

Argument: a Formal View

HW: Read Chapters 26 and 44  in Norton

Mon. Nov. 13th
Essay Four Peer Review Draft due

Wed. Nov. 15th
Identifying Common Ground 

HW: Read Handout
Mon. Nov. 20th
Essay Four Final Draft Due

Establishing Criteria

Essay Five Introduction

HW: Read Handouts

Wed. Nov. 22nd
Thanksgiving Day Holiday (no classes)
Mon. Nov. 27th
Analyzing Visual Media

Wed. Nov. 29th
Essay Five Peer Review Draft Due

Mon. Dec. 4th

Anticipating Rebuttals Revising against Rebuttals
Wed. Dec. 6th
Essay Five Final Draft Due

Wed. Dec. 13th
3-4:50
Final Exam
