English 15, Creative Writing – Poetry

Instructor:         Mr. Dominguez

Office:
Annex 1

Phone:

EXT 3745


E-mail:

david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:
MTTH, 12:00-1:00

Course Description:

This course will teach you how to read the published works of several fine poets. The readings will be read outside of class, discussed during class, and used to illustrate craft – the tools that make good poems. You, using the course texts as models, will apply the tools of craft and produce several polished poems throughout the semester. 

Exit Standards:
To pass this class, you must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, demonstrate an understanding of craft, demonstrate basic writing skills, and follow directions. You must also participate in the forums and workshops, and write and turn in the assigned poems. These tasks must be completed on time.

Please Purchase the Following Texts at the Reedley College Bookstore:

A Field Guide to the Heavens, by Frank Gaspar

Separate Escapes by Corrinne Clegg Hales

American Primitive by Mary Oliver

Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream by Juan Felipe Herrera

Magic City by Yusef Komunyakaa

Handbook of Literary Terms by X.J. Kennedy

Semester Grading:

Introducing yourself paragraph (1) = 10 pts 

Forum responses (5) = 25 pts each

Poems (5) = 50 pts each

Workshop responses (6) = 25 pts each

Total points possible = 535

All assignments will be graded based on your ability to demonstrate a knowledge of our texts, on your ability to show a knowledge of craft, on your ability to use basic writing skills, and on your ability to follow directions. 

Grading Scale:

535 – 482 = A

481 – 428 = B

427 – 375 = C

374 – 321 = D

320 – 000 = F

Extra Credit:
Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. To earn extra credit points, you must attend  a Reedley College Lecture Series event or a First Wednesday at One reading and write a 250 word reflection paper that explains your thoughts on the presenter and his material. The paper must reflect both writing and critical thinking skills; each reflection paper is worth up to 10 points. Extra credit points will not be applied to a student’s final semester total if that student is receiving a “D” or an “F” in the course. Specific dates for extra credit events will be posted on Blackboard. 
Format for All Assignments:

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING: 

· Poems must be typed in Times New Roman.  Font must be size 12. Print quality must be clear and black. Double space all work.

· Do not bold face the font. Do not use inappropriate capitalization. Do not use unnecessary italics. Do not center justify your poem.

· One inch margins top, bottom.

· 1.25 inch margins left, right. 

· Include at the top of each assignment the following pieces of information:
Name (first, last)

Instructor: Mr. Dominguez

Course: English 15, Poetry Writing

Date: (Applicable date)

Assignment: (Forum #…, Workshop response #…, or Poem #…)

If applicable, title of poem in quotation marks

· Poems that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted.
Turning in Assignmens:

Assignments must be turned in on the given due dates. Late work will not be accepted without a documented excuse.

Workshop Etiquette:

· Be nice.

· Always point out thing that you like.

· Kindly point out things that are confusing.

· Focus your comments as much as possible on the elements of craft that we are discussing in class.

Academic Behavior:
Students who fail to demonstrate a respect for the learning environment (real or virtual) will be suspended from the course for 1-2 weeks by the instructor and then referred to the dean of students. Students who are caught plagiarizing will be immediately dropped from the course and/or referred to the appropriate dean.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Course Outline:

	8/14-8/21
	Buy books; introduce yourself on the discussion board—explain why you are taking the class, state your favorite poet and why—due on 8/21 by 12:00PM; read A Field Guide to the Heavens.

	8/21
	Lecture one posted. Topic for forum 1 posted—respond to forum 1 by 8/28 at 12:00PM.

	8/28
	Lecture 2 posted. Poem 1 assigned—due on 9/4 by 12:00PM.

	9/4
	Lecture 3 posted. Topic for forum 2 posted—respond to forum 2 by 9/11 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading Separate Escapes.

	9/11
	Lecture 4 posted. Poem 2 assigned—due 9/18 by 12:00PM. 

	9/18
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 9/25 at 12:00PM. 

	9/25
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/2 at 12:00PM. 

	10/2
	Lecture 5 posted. Topic for forum 3 posted—respond to forum 3 by 10/9 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading American Primitive.

	10/9
	Lecture 6 posted. Poem 3 assigned—due 10/16 by 12:00PM.

	10/16
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/23 at 12:00PM.

	10/23
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 10/30 at 12:00PM.

	10/30
	Lecture 7 posted. Topic for forum 4 posted—respond to forum 4 by 11/6 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading The Magic City.

	11/6
	Lecture 8 posted. Poem 4 assigned—due 11/13 by 12:00PM.

	11/13
	Batch 1 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 11/20 at 12:00PM.

	11/20
	Batch 2 posted for workshopping. Post your workshop responses by 11/27 at 12:00PM. 

	11/27
	Lecture 10 Posted.  Topic for forum 5 posted—respond to forum 5 by 12/4 at 12:00PM. Spend the week reading Border Crosser with a Lamborghini Dream.

	12/4
	Lecture 9 posted. Poem 5 assigned—due 12/11 by 12:00PM.

	12/11
	Poem 5 due. Semester ends.


1

