Reedley College

English 126- 79002: College Reading Skills

Instructor:  Jacqlyn Vetter


Term:
Fall 2006


Email:  jvetter@fresno.edu


Meeting Days/Hours:  Tuesday/Thursday, 6:00-7:50pm







Classroom:  Sunnyside High School


Course Description: English 126—Reading Skills for College (3) 

This course helps develop students’ basic reading skills into college-level proficiencies in vocabulary usage, literal comprehension, and analytical and critical comprehension.  Student will learn to development and improvement of various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing and emphasize reading as a problem-solving process. 

Course Objectives:

Throughout and upon completion of this course, students will: 
	· learn how to recognize and use new vocabulary 


with the aid of context clues
· morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and dictionary skills
· comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in materials
· analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process
· evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments, relate old knowledge to new

	· use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings
· vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing
· discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the readings
· apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles
· and to independently read two full-length books


Required Text:


Henry, D.J. (2005). The master reader. (Updated Edition).New York: Pearson Education, Inc. 


ISBN: 0-321-33788-3

Required Novels*:

Seed Folks, by Paul Fleischman


Love that Dog, by Sharon Creech


Seek, by Paul Fleischman



The Wanderer, by Sharon Creech
Whirligig, by Paul Fleischman
*Students will be assigned one text listed above. Text will be determined the second week of class. 
Literature Choice Book: *Each student will choose two texts from the list below: 

Buried Onions, by Gary Soto


Shattering Glass, Gail Giles
After Life, by Gary Soto



Hanging on to Max, Margaret Bechard

Any Small Goodness, by Tony Johnson

Walking Stars, Victor Villasenor

Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt

Homeless Bird, Gloria Whelan

33 Snowfish, by Adam Rapp


The Clay Marble, Minfong Ho
Course Requirements:
1. Regular attendance and active participation:
Students are expected to attend all class sessions. Please contact me if for any reason you are having trouble with attendance. If you are unable to attend a class, you will need to contact a member of the class and complete the assignments you missed before class. I recommend that you get two phone numbers of class members. I can also be contacted by e-mail for the assignments you might have missed. 

Active participation is also expected. Learning is social and I expect that each student will be an active participant in class. Active participation could include: small group activities, large group discussion and one on one conferencing with the instructor. 
Participation Grading Rubric :
	3
	2
	1
	0

	I am active both as a contributor and as a listener. I raise important concepts, questions, and viewpoints during interactions with colleagues. I am particularly thoughtful with my contributions and encourage others to participate. 
	I am a good contributor and listener. I do make honest attempts to raise important concepts, questions, and viewpoints during my interactions with colleagues. 
	I tend to dominate, be too shy, become distracted and/or otherwise fail to participate as fully as I could during my interactions with colleagues. 
	Absent


2. Reading/Homework Assignments:
A schedule of readings is listed on the projected course schedule. It is imperative that everyone keep up with the required reading. It will help enhance the group conversations during class. You will also need to have proof that you have read all assigned reading. (Reading proof could include: notes in your book or writing notes on paper, or assigned homework assignments). 
Homework Grading Rubric:

	3
	2
	1
	0

	I have read the materials critically answering each criteria in detail and consider myself very prepared for class activities and discussions.  
	I have read the materials answering each criteria and consider myself prepared for class activities and discussions.  
	I have skimmed the materials answered some of the criteria and consider myself functional for class activities and discussions. 
	I did not complete the assignment.


3. Written Assignments: Must be typed, size 12 font, Times New Roman, Double spaced. 
Literary Analysis Papers (2 papers, each 3 -5 pages long). Use MLA or APA style for format. 
Students are required to write a literary response to two books during the course of English 126. Students are asked to examine a literature book in great detail. More information/instruction will follow. 
Reading History- (Minimum 2 page paper) Personal narrative on reading history/memories. 
Double Journal Entry- Homework assignment. Examples will be shown during class.
Poetry Exercise- Homework assignment. 
Grading:
	Graded Assignments
	Total Points Possible

	Class Participation


	105 points (3 points per day. 6 points  

                 for day of final)

	Homework Assignments

	45 points

	Group Presentation
	50 points

	Literary Analysis Paper 1 
	50 points

	Literary Analysis Paper 2

	50 points

	Final Exam
	100 points


Total points possible:
400


Grading Scale: 

A
360-400

B
320-359


C
280-319



D
240-279


F
239 and below

Late assignments will be marked down one point per week. 
Disabilities:

Students with physical or learning disabilities will receive reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation. Students with such disabilities should identify themselves to the college and to the instructor as soon as possible so that reasonable accommodations can be made within the course.  To be most successful, students with learning disabilities should arrange for learning accommodations in this course before instruction begins.  For more information, contact the Reedley College Disabled Student Services (DSS) Program in the DSS building (ext. 3332).

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Cheating
Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting

duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.

Important Dates
August 25, 2006
Last day to drop a semester length course and qualify for a refund
September 1, 2006
Last day to register for Fall 2006 full-length course

Last day to drop full length class to avoid a “W”

October 13, 2006
Last day to drop a semester length course 
(letter grade assigned after this date)

Projected Course Schedule
(Schedule subject to change at instructor’s discretion)

	Date
	In Class Assignments/Discussions
	Homework-Assignments due 

on the following dates

	8/15/2006
	Class Introduction

Burke Interview

What does it mean to be a reader?

Preview Literature Books
	Reading Strip-Our Personal Time Lines

Submit Literature choices

	8/17/2006
	Share Reading Strips

Preview Chapter 1- Master Reader
   “Reading System for Master Readers”
	Written assignment: Reading History due 8/22/06

Master Reader- Read Chapter 1




	8/22/2006
	Review Chapter 1-Master Reader
Michael Jordan Text Set
Preview Chapter 5-Master Reader
   “Outlines and Concept Maps”
	Master Reader- Read Chapter 5

Double Journal Entry on Chapter 5

	8/24/2006
	Outlines and Notes
Preview Chapter 3-Master Reader
   “Stated Main Ideas”            
	Master Reader- Read Chapter 3

Create a Mind Map on Chapter 3

	8/29/2006
	Main Ideas
	Master Reader Chapter 3

Selected Articles- Find the Main Idea

	8/31/2006
	Preview Chapter 10-Master Reader
   “Tone and Purpose”
Elements of Literature

Authors Craft
	Master Reader-Read Chapter 10

Double Journal Entry on Chapter 10



	9/5/2006
	Tone and Purpose

Continue Authors Craft
	Master Reader Chapter 10

Selected Articles- What is the tone and purpose?

	9/7/2006
	Preview Chapter 7-Master Reader
 “More Thought Patterns”
	Master Reader- Read Chapter 7

Double Journal Entry on Chapter 7

	9/12/2006
	Thought Patterns
	Master Reader Chapter 7

Selected Articles- find patterns

	9/14/2006
	Master Reader
	Read Selected Articles

	9/19/2006
	Master Reader
	Read Selected Articles

	9/21/2006
	Introduce Literature Groups

Elements of Literature
	Start Reading Literature Book 

Seed Folks/Seek/Whirligig, P. Fleischman 
Love that Dog/The Wanderer, S. Creech

	9/26/2006
	Continue Authors Craft
	Continue Reading Literature Book 

Seed Folks/Seek/Whirligig, P. Fleischman
Love that Dog/The Wanderer, S. Creech

Double Journal Entry Literature Book



	9/28/2006
	Literature Group Discussion
	Continue Reading Literature Book 

Seed Folks/Seek/Whirligig, P. Fleischman
Love that Dog/The Wanderer, S. Creech

	10/3/2006
	Continue Authors Craft
	Finish Reading Literature Book 

Seed Folks/Seek/Whirligig, P. Fleischman
Love that Dog/The Wanderer, S. Creech

Mind Map of Author’s Craft for Literature Book

	10/5/2006
	Literature Group Discussion- Find something to go back into the text to find

Prepare for group presentation
	Go back into the text:

Seed Folks/Seek/Whirligig, P. Fleischman 
    Love that Dog/The Wanderer, S. Creech

	10/10/2006
	Literature Group Discussion

Prepare for group presentation
	Prepare for group presentation

Start Reading Literature Choice Book #1

	10/12/2006
	Group Presentation on Literature Books
	Continue Reading Literature Choice Book #1

	10/17/2006
	Reader/Writer Transaction
	Reader/Writer Transaction

Continue Reading Literature Choice Book #1

	10/19/2006
	Reader/Writer/Artist Transaction

Literature Group Discussion
	Continue Reading Literature Choice Book #1

	10/24/2006
	Continue Author’s Craft

Literature Group Discussion
	Finish Reading Literature Choice Book

Literary Analysis Paper Due 10/26/2006

	10/26/2006
	Continue Authors Craft
	Literary Analysis Paper Due (Choice Book #1)



	10/31/2006
	Continue Authors Craft
	TBD



	11/2/2006
	Author’s Credibility
	TBD



	11/7/2006
	TBD
	TBD



	11/9/2006
	Poetry
	Written Assignment: Poetry Assignment



	11/14/2006
	Poetry
	Written Assignment: Poetry Assignment



	11/16/2006
	Poetry
	Start Reading Literature Choice Book #2

	11/21/2006
	Poetry
	Continue Reading Literature Choice Book #2

	11/23/2006
	Thanksgiving Break- No Class
	Continue Reading Literature Choice Book #2

	11/28/2006
	Literature Group Discussion
	Finish Reading Literature Choice Book #2

Literary Analysis Paper Due 11/30/2006

	11/30/2006
	Continue Authors Craft
	Literary Analysis Paper Due (Choice Book #2)

	12/5/2006
	Review Final Exam
	Review Final Exam

	12/7/2006
	Review Final Exam
	Review Final Exam

	12/12/2006
	Final Exam 6:00 pm-7:50 pm
	


