REEDLEY COLLEGE

ENGLISH 126:  COLLEGE READING SKILLS

Fall 2006 - 50021

M*T*W*TH (9:00 – 9:50 am)

SOC 30

Instructor: 
Jerolyn Robbins

Phone:

638-3641 ext: 3848

E-mail:





Course Description: 

This course helps develop students’ basic reading skills into College-level proficiencies in vocabulary usage, literal comprehension, analytical and critical comprehension. Development and improvement of various reading and reporting strategies for different styles of academic writing. Emphasizes reading as a problem-solving process.

Materials:


Text:


D.J. Henry; The Master Reader

Dictionary:
Any good comprehensive modern English dictionary such as Webster’s New World Dictionary

Novels:
2-3 Novels to be assigned 

Other:
Spiral Notebook – provided by instructor


3-Ring loose-leaf notebook, paper, pens, pencils, highlighters, post-it notes, Library Card
Grading:

English 126 is a three-unit course.  This class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no-credit option.  Your grade will be based on class attendance and participation, book reports, literature studies, reading log, mid-term review and Final Exam.  

All assignments need to be turned in at the beginning of the class period.  Credit will not be given to late assignments.  If you will be missing class, you will need to inform the instructor prior to class, either in person, via email or through voice-mail. If the instructor receives your information prior to class you will be allowed to turn in missed assignments at the beginning of the next class.  If work is turned in beyond the next class meeting students will automatically lose 20% credit.  If beyond 2 class sessions no credit will be received. 

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain information missed in the class session such as notes, handouts and assignments.

The student who completes this class will be able to:

· Understand that reading is a transactional process in which readers bring meaning to and take meaning from text

· Find a new appreciation for reading.  To discover books, authors and themes that you enjoy and matter to your future and life.

· To understand how to approach college level textbooks and learn how to navigate through these textbooks to extract meaning.

· To become aware of reading strategies the student is currently using and learn new strategies to improve their reading skills.

· To understand that we all have the ability to become Master Readers by understanding how to be expert meaning makers.

Assignments:

1.  Attendance and class participation.  Students are required to come to class on time and prepared for the days work.  Students will be given a response journal that they will use on a regular basis and turn in to the instructor daily.  Participation is class discussion and activities.



10 pts.

2.  Reading Logs.  Students are required to read 30 min. per day.  Reading material is the student’s choice excluding homework in other classes.  Reading logs will begin in the second week of classes.  Students need to bring logs to every class session, as they will be checked regularly.


10 pts.

3.  Students will be required to give three 60-second book talks.  They books will be chosen from the students daily reading.  Students are required to turn in one page report to accompany the book talk.




20 pts.

4.  Two book reports will be due.  One book will be the instructor’s choice and the second book will be the student’s choice.



30 pts.

5.  Mid-term review Test







10 pts.

6.  Final Exam  








20 pts.
Important Dates:


August 25  

Last day to drop for a full refund

September 1
Last day to register for a Fall 2006 full-length class or drop a class and not affect transcripts


Sept. 4

Labor Day Holiday – No Classes


Nov. 10

Veterans Day Holiday – No Classes


Nov. 23-25

Thanksgiving Holiday – No Classes

Monday December 11 – Final Exam – 9 am

Please turn cell phones to silent prior to the start of class.

Outline

Week One (August 14-17)


Discuss Syllabus


Reading Interview and Timeline


Reading Strategies/Background Knowledge


Reading Log

*  Must have textbook by Thursday of this week.

Week Two (August 21-24)


Master Reader Ch. 1

Preview/Read & Recite/Review


Read & Retell Activities 


Preview Literature Study #1

Week Three (August 28-31)


Begin Lit. Study #1 Discussion and Activities


Preview Ch. 2 – Vocabulary

*Monday September 4 – Labor Day – No Class

Week Four (Sept. 5-7)


Ch. 2 Vocabulary – How do we handle unfamiliar words?


SSR


60 sec. Book Talks

Week Five (Sept. 11-14)


Compare & Contrast


60 sec. Book Talks

Week Six (Sept. 18-21)


Authors’ Craft


Short Stories


Preview Literature Study #2

Week Seven (Sept. 25-28)


Discuss Lit. Study #2


Assign In-class Group Projects


Preview Ch. 3

Week Eight (Oct. 2-5)


Ch. 3 – Main Ideas


Articles


Preview Ch. 4/Ch. 5


Oct. 5 – Book Report Due

Week Nine (Oct. 9-12)


Ch. 4/Ch. 5 – Supporting Ideas and Details


Midterm Review

Week Ten (Oct. 16-19)


Midterm Review Test


Textbooks


Note taking


Preview Ch. 9 – Will need Fresno Bee for next week

Week Eleven (Oct. 23-26)


Ch. 9 Fact & Opinion


Articles


Preview Ch. 10/Ch. 13

Week Twelve (Oct. 30 – Nov. 2)


Ch. 10/Ch. 13 Tone & Purpose


Argument


Author’s Stance

Week Thirteen (Nov. 6-9)


Poetry 


60 sec. Book talks


Lit. Choice Reading

Week Fourteen (Nov. 13-16)


Continue Lit. Choice Reading


SSR


60 sec. Book talks 


Discuss Literary Analysis Paper



(Book Report #2)

Week Fifteen (Nov. 20-22)


Lit. Choice Discussions

*Thanksgiving Holiday Nov. 23-25 – No Class

Week Sixteen (Nov. 27-30)


*Literary Analysis Paper Due Nov. 27


Let’s look at writing.

Week Seventeen (Dec. 4-7)


Review week


60 sec. Book talks

Week Eighteen


Final Exam Monday December 11, 2006

**This is a general outline of coursework.  The instructor reserves the right to make changes as needed throughout the semester.  Notice will be given to the students in a timely manner.

Other important information:

· If class is cancelled for any reason, the college will place and official cancellation form on the classroom door.  Any handwritten notices on the door may not be correct information.

· Plagiarism is illegal and will not be tolerated in this class.  If the instructor suspects plagiarism the student will automatically given an F on the assignment.

· Accommodations for students with disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.            

