English 125: College Writing Skills Fall 2006 ~ 53007
Instructor: Tom West
Email: tom.west@reedleycollege.edu
Office: SOC 37                                              Office Phone: 559-638-3641 ext. 3471
Office Hours:   M 10:00 - 11:00
Final Exam: Thursday, December 14th,
T 10:00 - 12:00                     1:00-2:50
Prerequisite: Completion of ENGL 252 or placement by the college assessment process
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Welcome to English 125-College Writing Skills, a course designed to help you develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes will be placed on avoiding common writing errors; developing writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas.
By the end of this four (4) unit class, the successful student will be able to:
•    Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans;
•   Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate;
•   Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece;
•    Respond to a prompt quickly and independently;
•   Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support;
•   Write with some sophistication: introduction should be more than a
thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance;
•   Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an "accent" resulting from a consistent type of ESL error;
•   Use a variety of rhetorical structures, including documented sources;
•    Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources;
You will do this by completing five (5) major essays, numerous other types of writing assignments, and by discussing the written work of peers and professionals. The writing and reading components of this class are heavy. I ask a lot of you, and I hope you do the same of me. My office hours are open for you to discuss any problems you are having with your work, with the class in general, or with your school experience. I also ask that if you have an email account, please use it. This is a wonderful way to communicate. It is my aim and the purpose of this class to assist you in developing the skills necessary to communicate as effective writers.
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REQUIRED
Wyrick, Jean. Steps to Writing Well. 9nth ed. Boston: Thomson Wadsworth, 2005,
ISBN # 141300108-4. Hossieni, Khaled. The Kite Runner. New York: Riverhead Books, 2003. ISBN # 1-
59448-000-1
Five folders in which you will keep each essay and all work pertaining thereto. Frequent visits to the Writing Center, (see below) Regular office hour visits.
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
Concurrent enrollment in English 105, Grammar and Punctuation. A large dictionary.
COURSE POLICIES Attendance:
Come to class every day. Be on time. This includes conferences as well. If you are not here, you can not participate, you will fall behind in your knowledge base, and you will perform more poorly than you might otherwise perform.
I take attendance at the beginning of each class. If you are absent four times, I will drop you for non-participation. At Reedley College, there is no such thing as an excused absence, so do not bother bringing me your doctor's note.
* If class is to be cancelled, there will be an official notice posted on the door (as opposed to, say, a hand written note).
Late Work
.... in general, is not accepted. Under extreme circumstances, late work will only be considered with prior consent of the instructor. This means, talk with me before your work is due. There will be no make-up work offered.
Conferences
Occasionally, I will set time aside for conferences, which you will be required to attend. In my experience conferencing is the best way to plan effective revision strategies and to discuss classroom material.
Extra Credit
... will not be offered. Work on earning all of the regular credit.
Essay Guidelines
All essays submitted for a grade will have completed a writing process cycle -that is, they will have been carefully and deliberately planned, written, revised, and edited, perhaps several times, before submission.
Each essay will be submitted in a clean, typed condition and will follow Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines. You will be provided with a guidelines sheet to help you with these guidelines and to act as a model for your essays.
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Grades
Individual Essays - Fifty percent (50%). Each out of class essay is worth 10% of your grade.
Mid-Term Exam - Ten percent (10%). Timed, in-class essay.
Final Exam - Twenty percent (20%). Timed, in class essay in response to reading assignment.
Professionalism - Twenty percent (20%). This includes, but is not limited to, class discussion, quizzes, completion of all in-class work and all work assigned for completion out of class, and general preparedness. Especially important is your participation in peer response groups. Professionalism points cannot be made up. The final grade scale looks like this:
A
90-100
B
80-89
C
70-79
D
60-69
F
59 and Below
It is the student's responsibility to "officially" drop from the class. In most cases I will drop you for non-participation after 3 absences; however, I may forget, if you also forget you will earn a grade of "F" rather than "W."
Writing Center
I strongly advise you to take advantage of all the services here at Reedley College, but specifically the Writing Center (HUM 58). Writing Center sessions are available by appointment (see last page for referral form). Tutors in the Writing Center will not "fix" your essays; but they will help you:
•   interpret the assignment sheet,
•   generate ideas regarding what to write about,
•    [re] organize your ideas,
•   identify areas in need of further development,
•   interpret instructor comments on drafts,
•   better understand your writing processes.
Disruptive Behavior and Sexual Harassment
Reedley College is committed to the principle that instructors and students must treat each other with courtesy and respect, and it will take action to enforce college policies regarding behavior that violates this principle. These policies are set forth in the student code of conduct at Reedley College. If you need a brochure, please ask.
Mobile Communication Devices must be turned off. If the silent mode of your phone causes it to vibrate to the degree that your classmates can hear this vibration, turn your phone completely off. If your phone/pager/blackberry "rings" in class, you will be asked to leave and return when you can remember these guidelines.
Guests are not allowed. Unless they are enrolled in the class, please tell your family and friends to stay home. I would bore them anyway.
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Plagiarism
Reedley College's official policy on plagiarism states:
Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another's words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. (College Catalog, 51)
If you have further questions about what constitutes plagiarism, see me and I will pass along a handout with examples.
Accommodations
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Important Dates
Last day to drop for a refund
Friday, August 25
Last day to drop to avoid a "W"
Friday, September i
Holiday: Labor Day
Monday, September 4
Last day to drop
Friday, October 13
Holiday: Veteran's Day
Friday-Saturday, November 10-11
Holiday: Thanksgiving
Thursday-Saturday, November 23-25
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Tues. Aug. 15th
Introductions
Syllabus
Writing Center Tour 

What makes good writing good?
Thurs. Aug. 17th 

Writing as Process 

Essay One Introduction

HW: Read pg. 3-30 and 179 in Steps

Tues. Aug. 22nd
Purpose, Audience 

The Aims of Discourse
HW: Read pg. 31-46 in Steps
Thurs. Aug. 24th
Essay Intros: Topic vs. Thesis (Focus, Coherence)
HW: Read 47-78 in Steps
Tues. Aug. 29th
Organizational Strategies
Essay One Peer Review Draft Due

HW: Read 211-245 in Steps

Thurs. Aug. 31st

Support Paragraphs, Coherence

HW: Read  89-114
Tues. Sept. 5th

Description

Essay One Final Draft Due
HW: Read 307-324 in Steps
Thurs. Sept. 7th
Writing Through a Lens-perspective, point of view, authority and voice
HW: Read 325-340 in Steps

Tues. Sept. 12th
Narrative
HW: Read 475-498 in Steps

Thurs. Sept. 14th
Grammar and Usage Day One 

Essay Two Peer Review Draft Due
HW: Read 79-87 in Steps
Tues. Sept. 19th
Revising One's Audience
HW: Read 115-140
Thurs. Sept. 21st
Class meets in Conference

Tues. Sept. 26th
Revising for Development

Revising for Organizational and Transitional Devices 

Thurs. Sept. 28th
Essay Two Final Draft Due
HW: Read  259-272 in Steps
Tues. Oct. 3rd
Causal Analysis

HW: Read 193-211
Thurs. Oct. 5th
Process Analysis - step by step
HW: Read 141-164 in Steps
Tues. Oct. 10th
Diction and Language Use

Essay Three Peer Review Draft Due
HW: Read Handout
Thurs. Oct. 12th
Grammar and Usage Day Two

Tues. Oct. 17th
Intro. to the In-Class Essay

Essay Three Final Draft Due
Thurs. Oct. 19th 
Mid-Term Essay

Definition
HW: Read 180-193 in Steps

Introduction to Essay Four
Tues. Oct. 24th 
Example
HW: Read 245-258 in Steps
Thurs. Oct. 26th
Division and Classification

HW: Read Coordination and Subordination Handout
Tues. Oct. 31st
Essay Four Peer Review Draft Due
Idea Development: Coordination and Subordination
Thurs. Nov. 2nd
Class Held in Conference

Tues. Nov. 7th
Essay Four Final Draft Due
Argument: Influencing a Reader
HW: Read 273-305 in Steps

Essay Five Introduction
Thurs. Nov. 9th
Argument: a Formal View
HW: Read Handout
Tues. Nov. 14th
Identifying Common Ground 

Thurs. Nov. i6th
Assumptions in that common ground
HW: Read Handout
Tues. Nov. 21st
Establishing Criteria
HW: Read Handout
Thurs. Nov. 23rd
Thanksgiving Day Holiday (no classes)
Tues. Nov. 28th
Essay Five Peer Review Draft Due

Grammar and Usage Day Four
Thurs. Nov. 30*
Anticipating Rebuttals Revising against Rebuttals
Tues. Dec. 5th
Essay Five Final Draft Due
Thurs. Dec. 7th
Final Exam Review

Thurs. Dec. 14th
1-2:50
Final Exam
