English 125 – Section 53008, Fall 2006                                            Instructor: Grace Tirapelle

T 6-7:50, SOC 35                                                      
      Office Hours: T/Th 5:20-5:50 by appt.  

Th 6-7:50 HUM 62                                                               grace_tirapelle@reedleycollege.edu

(559) 977-8417 for messages  
Course Objectives

My goal in English 125 is to help you become better readers and writers, as well as to help you realize that writing is a multi-faceted process. We will study essays by scholars of different disciplines as well as look at paintings, short stories, and poetry, reading each of these different items as texts. With that said, let me outline some responsibilities and goals for you this semester.  While I will guide our discussions, it is up to you to keep them going.  Never be afraid to express your uncertainties, think out loud, and to take risks in your analysis and writing. Analytical thinkers are more concerned with persuading themselves than others, and I urge you to keep this in mind as you approach these essays as well as your own papers and research topics. In any discipline you choose, writing, critical reading, and critical thinking are essential to forming and expressing your ideas. I urge you to begin thinking of reading and writing not as separate activities but as intertwined processes that will facilitate your quest for answers in any field you choose to pursue.  

Required Texts:
Kirszner and Mandell, Patterns for College Writing (10th) 




Beason and Lester, A Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage (4th)




Strunk and White, The Elements of Style (optional)

Requirements:
5 analytical essays (each approx. 3-5 pages), 1 research paper (7-8 pages; as well as a proposal, annotated bibliography, and drafts), 2 in-class essays, and ACTIVE class participation

Distribution: 

5 essays: 10% each


 


2 In class-essays (instructions to come later): 5% each




Research paper (including proposal, drafts, and bibliography) 30%




Participation (in-class work, discussion, conferences) 15%

Grading Scale:
90-100% = A    CREDIT 



80-89% = B    CREDIT 



70-79% = C    CREDIT 



60-69% = D    NO CREDIT 



50-59% = F    NO CREDIT 
Course Policies:   
Attendance:  Because this is a small, discussion-based course, regular attendance is required.  You may miss up to 4 class meetings without penalty, but starting with the 5th absence, your final grade will be lowered by 1/3 for every absence.  If you are more than 15 minutes late, it will be considered an absence. If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to find out what readings/assignments you have missed. You may excuse absences with me ahead of time or with a letter from the Emergency Dean – if you have a College sanctioned absence, please bring me a letter from your department and discuss make up policies with me before your absence. Please realize that all absences will affect your final grade because in-class assignments and group work cannot be made up.  Don’t be a ghost – be in intellectual attendance as well.  Find a voice and participate in class discussions. Please bring Patterns to class every day and the Commonsense Guide when reading has been assigned for the day.  

Plagiarism is representing the words or ideas of another as one’s own work in any academic endeavor. If you are unsure about citations when it comes time for the research paper, please see me – don’t cross the line unwittingly.  We will have plenty of discussion as to what constitutes legitimate use of sources.

Late Work: All assignments are due at the beginning of class.  An essay will lose ½ grade for every day it is late.  You must complete all assignments to pass this course, but with this said, I will not assign a grade to papers turned in more than 5 days past the due date.  Please take outlines, drafts, and other parts of the writing process seriously as they will contribute to your final grade on each assignment.  

Drop Deadline: The drop deadline for this semester is the Friday of 9th week: Friday, October 13.  
Cell Phones, Pagers, and any other distracting devices need to be turned off during class as a courtesy to everyone. Please remove your earphones, ipods, etc. after class has begun. 

Civility and respect will be practiced in this class at all times.  Please join in discussions and express your ideas, but know that epithets and slurs based on race, ethnicity, gender, religious preference, etc. will not be tolerated. 

Appropriate accommodations will be made for any student requiring them. Please let me know if you need assistance and I will arrange the necessary accommodations. 

Course Schedule 

(all dates are tentative and are subject to change. Readings due the day they are listed) 
Introduction
Week 1

8/15 – Syllabus, Course Policies


4 Components of the essay
8/17 – Robert Lowell “For the Union Dead” (Handout)
“The Method” (Handout)

Entering into a larger conversation  

Exemplification
Week 2


8/22 – Virginia Woolf “The Death of the Moth” (Patterns 728)

Patterns pp. 1-4, 13-33, 38; skim CG 403-406

Recognizing a Pattern in “The Death of the Moth”
8/24 –
Exemplification, Occasion, Organization

Organization and Structure – Effective Grouping

Patterns p. 18

***Assign Essay 1 – Exemplification
Week 3

8/29 – Exemplification: Linking Evidence to Claims  
Patterns p.44, 203-217, and 

Jonathan Kozol, “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (Patterns 252)
**Essay 1 Draft due in class

8/31 – Kozol - “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (Patterns 252)


**Essay 1 Revised Draft due in class

The Descriptive Essay
Week 4 
9/5 – 
Descriptive language 

Figurative language, adjectives  

Patterns 143-149, and “The Amazon Queen” by Isabel Allende (Patterns 173) 
**Essay 1 due at the beginning of class 

***Assign Essay 2 – Description
9/7 – 
“The Amazon Queen”
Patterns 149-159 (Bring CG to class) 
Week 5

9/12 – E.B. White – “Once More to the Lake” (Patterns 186)
           WA p. 75-76 - From Description to analysis (Handout)  


***Essay 2 Draft due in class - Peer Revision

9/14 – Research Essay Assignment
            What is “research?”


CG 413-418

Introduction to MLA style, library catalog online
The Research Essay
Week 6

9/19 – Exploring Your Subject - CG 418-423
***Research essay proposals due at the beginning of class

***Essay 2 Due

MLA Citation – Plagiarism

9/21 – Topic Proposal Round Robin 
Week 7
9/26 – Annotation, Summary, Paraphrase (Handout) 


***Bring one potential source to class for practice annotation
9/28 – Introductions/Conclusions

CG 423-426


***Introduction paragraph due in class
Week 8

10/3 – 1st Revision 
***First 3 pages due in class – Peer Workshopping

10/5 – The Evolving Thesis


From Writing Analytically ch. 6 (Handout) 

Activity – Evolving Thesis: from Report to Analytical Essay

Week 9

10/10 – Peer Workshopping
          ***First full length draft due in class


“How to Escape a Bad Date” by Piven, Borgenicht, and Worick (Patterns 297)
10/12 – NO CLASS – Office Hours at Starbucks 3-8 for Research paper assistance 
The Process Essay
Week 10
10/17 – “My First Conk” by Malcolm X (Patterns 285) 

Patterns 267-271 (read 272-273, 283 in class)

***Final draft of Research Essay due at the beginning of class


***Assign Essay 3 – Process Essay
10/19 – “My First Conk” by Malcolm X

Cause and Effect

Week 11

10/24 – Cause and Effect introduction (Patterns 327-333)  

10/26 – Diagramming a Process


***Essay 3 due in class – 2 copies due: final version and revised first draft 


***Assign Essay 4 – Cause and Effect 

Week 12 

10/31 – “The ‘Black Table’ is Still There” by Lawrence Otis Graham (Patterns 366)

Patterns 333-338 (read 339 in class) 

11/2 – “Suicide Note” by Janice Mirikitani (Patterns 382)

***Draft of Essay 4 due in class

Comparison and Contrast 

Week 13

11/7 – “Dearly Disconnected” by Ian Frazier (Patterns 434) 

Patterns 387-391
***Essay 4 due in class

***Assign Essay 5 – Comparison and Contrast 
11/9 – Art Analysis: Comparing Sculptures


Examine Patterns 407-408


*** 1 page of notes (1/2 page on each sculpture) due at the beginning of class

Week 14
11/14 – “Two Ways to Belong in America” by Bharati Mukherjee (Patterns 415)
11/16 – “Two Ways to Belong in America” 

***In Class Essay

Week 15 – No Class: Happy Thanksgiving!!!

Week 16

11/28 – Review, Final Essay Prompts


***Essay 5 Due in class 

11/30 – NO CLASS**
Final Essay due in my mailbox by 5 P.M. Wednesday December 6.
**There will be in-class final exam, so please disregard any exam times posted for this course, either online or in the printed schedule. The final essay serves as your final project. 
