Class Syllabus
English 125

Instructor:
Mr. Stephens

Semester:
Fall 2006/Section 75000

Location:
Kingsburg High School

Class Schedule: M/W 6:00 P.M. -- 7:50 P.M.

Phone Number: (559) 568-1731 Ext. 246

Required Texts:

Patterns for College Writing by Laurie G. Kirszner and

Stephen R. Mandell

A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage by Larry

Beason and Mark Lester

Course Description:

This course gives students the opportunity to practice writing English sentences, paragraphs, and essays. Students will cultivate the spellng, vocabulary, punctuation, usage, grammar, and sentence structure skills needed by writers. Emphasis will be placed on communication the writer’s ideas. This is a graded course, so the student must p with a “C” or better in order to receive credit for the class.

Required Materials:

The students should have at least two #2 pencils at all times; at least one good writing pen; at least three highlighters; access to a computer-all papers are required to be typed--no excuses! All tests are to be done with pencil; I will NOT accept a test written with a pen! The students should have a notebook/binder with plenty of paper so they can take notes ( there will be plenty).

Class Curriculum:

Students will be exposed to a wide array of writing skills: sentence structure, sentence variation, paragraph development, syntax, grammar, ) punctuation,

and capitalization. Eventually, students should be able to compose effective, coherent essays of various types. Vocabulary development be another component of the class. The students will also have a chance to read some stories and excerpts to respond to. Writing/responding to debatable issues will be another requirement.

Grading Policy:

I grade on a standard scale. No grades are thrown out, and students are responsible for all work assigned and tests given. There is no make-up work for assignments or tests either.

90-
l0O%=A

80-89% =B

70-79% =C

60-69%=D

Below 60% = F

Attendance:

This information is absolutely imperative! In order for a student to pass the class, he or she is required to be present 90% of the time--this not a home study course! A student may miss three classes (approximately 10%), but the student should try not to miss any at all; there’s truly no way to make up for class time lost. Roll is taken within the first 5 minutes of each class. Arriving late and or leaving early constitutes an absence. I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences. illnesses and emergencies can arise, so the student should reserve the three absences for those untimely events. If a student can not adhere to the attendance policy, then he or she can not pass the class. This is a learning institution and the expe ctations are high.

Class Expectations:

There will be no disruptions: talking, checking messages, cell phones ringing, going outside and so forth This is an educational institution of learning and that’s what needs to take place in order for all students to be able to receive an A-i education. I as the instructor of the class expect all students to be on their best behavior. Therefore, a professional and respectful environment should exist!

All papers are due on due dates--no exceptions! All work should be

professionally done: no papers should be marred in any fashion (i.e., bent corners, folded, stapled five times, last night’s dinner on page 2, etc.) All students should arrive on time and be totally prepared to Additionally, there is NO drinks or food items allowed in class

Important Dates:

Last day to drop a semester length course and qualify for a refund: Friday, August 25. The last day a student can drop the class without receiving an “F”: Friday, October 13 (If a student drops a class after October 3, a grade of “F” must be given.) If a student misses more than the three absences given, and it is after the drop deadline, then the student must give a letter grade of ”F” also. Midterm exam is October 13,too. The fm am will be on Monday, December 11, the last day of school.

Monday, September 4
Labor Day

We will meet on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving (Nov. ~!,

Additional Notes:

If a student has to miss class for any reason, it would be advantageous for that student to make a friend or two in class so they can pass on lecture notes, etc.

Attend every class if possible. Take good notes. Take a strong interest in your own education. Have a good attitude. Stay tenacious with everything. Be positive. Study effectively. And finally, see yourself succeeding.

