It is your responsibility to be familiar with the material in this syllabus!


Welcome to English 125-Section 53018
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This class meets Tuesday in room INC 1 and Thursday in room INC 4 from 1 to 2:50 p.m.  
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Instructor:  Ms. Lori Levine

[image: image9.wmf]Office:  A-Annex #6

Office #:  638-3641 ext. 3246

E-mail: lori.levine@reedleycollege.edu  

Office Hours:  Monday 10-10:50 a.m. Tuesday 11-11:50 a.m., Wednesday, 10-10:50 a.m. and 1-1:50 p.m. Friday 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
Other office hours can be arranged if necessary.  

	


Course Description:

Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, exploring and expressing ideas.

Blackboard

While we do meet every Tuesday and Thursday, I will put your quizzes on Blackboard and you will be expected to take these outside of class.  I will also try to post handouts in case you lose one.  You might be asked to watch a PowerPoint presentation on Blackboard outside of class or use [image: image2.jpg]mycomplab<



.  This is a companion website that includes explanations, videos, and more, all on writing.  If you don’t have a computer, you can use a campus computer (there is a lab in the library).  You can also use a computer at the Reedley County Library.  You can reserve those a day in advance.  Make sure you have headsets if you are asked to listen to a presentation.  
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Other Materials Needed:

1. Diversity: Strength and Struggle by Joseph Calabrese and Susan Tchudi
2. The companion website 
 that you will access throughout the semester  (http://mycomplab.com).  You’ll get login information and a password when you buy your book.
3. 
 is another website you can use for grammar and writing instruction (http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/).
4. Handouts that you receive in class.
Keep a binder with all of the papers you have written (including rough drafts) and any handouts you receive.  

It is a good idea to buy a dictionary and thesaurus 

Contacting Me:
It is vital that you contact me with any problems you are having regarding our class.  I have office hours five times a week!  Plus, I will schedule more if need be.  

· You may call me at my office and leave a message.  Speak clearly:  638-3641 ext 3246

· You may e-mail me at lori.levine@reedleycollege.edu
E-mail is your best option for contacting most of the time.  I check e-mail several times a day and try to answer student email as quickly as possible.  You can usually expect a 24 hour or less turn around.  If I don’t respond to you within 24 hours, e-mail me again unless it’s on the weekend.  I won’t always respond on the weekends!  
To expedite matters, I would like you to include the word student in the subject line of your e-mail.  For instance, “Student Question about essay thesis.”  Also, make the subject line specific.  Instead of a subject line like “Your student,” use “Student needs help with writing assignment 2.”  

Be sure you include your name in your e-mail.  E-mail addresses are not always helpful.  I’ve had students with e-mail addresses like hotgirl@yahoo.com . If she didn’t sign her name I wouldn’t know who she was. 

Attendance Policy:
You are in this class because you need to improve your writing skills, so it is important to attend class daily.  When you miss class, you miss valuable information on how to write essays, information for which I will hold you responsible.  Also, not attending class will affect your participation grade; if you are not in class, you will not be able to participate.  

· If you miss any of the first week of class, you will be dropped.  

· You can miss up to three class sessions before you run the risk of being dropped.  

· If you come to class more than 10 minutes late, you might be considered absent or tardy.

· Two tardies = One absence.  

Research has proven that if you are absent during the first 4 weeks of class, your chance of passing the class is lowered significantly.  Don’t be absent!  

Class Rules: [image: image6.png]



1. Be prepared for class.  Bring your book, papers you are working on, notes, handouts, floppy disks, pens, pencils, etc.  If you are not prepared for class, you might be asked to leave.  If you are asked to leave, you will be counted as absent.  


2. No talking to your neighbors while someone else is talking, including me.


3. No cell phones.  All cell phones must be turned off upon entering class.  They must be placed in your pocket or in your book bag.  Do not answer a cell phone during class.  Do not look at your cell phone during class.  Do not go outside to talk on your cell phone during class.  If you leave your cell phone on your desk, play with your cell phone, answer your cell phone, or talk on it, you may be asked to leave for the day.  The same rules apply to pagers.  (If, however, you have a grave emergency, let me know.)


4. During our assigned lab time, you might have time to do class work.  Do not expect to write all of your essays during lab hour.  If I catch you on line, looking up information not relevant to the class or e-mailing friends, you will be asked to leave and will be counted as absent.  If you have already been absent 2 times, you will be dropped.  


5. If you come to class late, come in and sit down quietly.  Do not ask your neighbor what we are doing.  Do not come up to me to find out what we are doing.  Wait until a break or until after class to find out what is going on.  

[image: image7.wmf]  If you don’t follow the rules, or are disruptive in anyway, I will ask you to leave class for the day and you will be counted absent.  Remember, you only get 3 absences before you run the risk of being dropped.  If you continue to not follow the rules or to be disruptive, I will file a report with the Dean of Students. (You are disruptive if you are talking while we are doing class work, if you are doing other work besides the assigned task, if you do not follow directions, if you do not follow the above rules, if you are belligerent with me or fellow students.  If you do not respect the opinion of your fellow students, etc.)

Grades:  [image: image8.wmf]
You will get points for each assignment.  Below is an approximation as to how those points will be divided.  This might change.  Assignments might be added or deleted.  Point value for each assignment might change depending on circumstance.  Regardless, to know what your grade is at any time, take the number of points you have earned and divide them by the total number of points.  

1. 5 Writing Assignments  (10% of these points will be for your effort in the peer review process.) WA 1 = 50 points; WA 2 = 75 points; WA 3 = 100 points; WA 4 = 150 points; WA 5 = 150 points.  
· A word about peer evaluations.  If you are not prepared for peer evaluations, you will automatically lose 10 % off of your final essay grade, and you will be asked to leave. If this happens again, you will be asked to leave again.  If you have reached your 3 absences, then you will be dropped.  
2. Participation:  60 points
3. 15 to 20 Quizzes (10-20 points each) = 180 to 200+ points

A=90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, F=0-59%

· Always keep a copy of each of your papers.  This protects you if I should happen to lose one of your papers.  You should be saving your work on your hard drive and backing up your work to disk, zip disk, or CD.

· Keep track of your work.  You should save all of your work until the end of the semester so you can double check the grade recorded by the instructor.  

· At this point, I plan on using the grade book in Blackboard.  If there are problems with this, I will let you know.  

Writing Assignments

You will be asked to complete 5 writing assignments throughout the semester and your average for these essays must total 70% (C) or higher to be considered for a passing grade.  You may have a D on one of these writing assignments, but the average for all of them must be 70% or higher.  Each of these writing assignments must also be completed in order to receive a passing grade.  
You will notice that the point totals for the writing assignments get progressively higher.  This is done for several reasons.  First, at the beginning of the semester, you might be unfamiliar with the essay format I require.  As the semester progresses, you will have a deeper understanding of the writing process and the academic essay format.  Second, as the semester progresses, you will be asked to interact more with the text, and/or include outside research.  Although I grade holistically, meaning that I look at all of the parts of the essay to make up the whole grade, I will hone in on certain items each unit.  For instance, in unit 2 we go over transitions.  When you write your WA 2, I will pay extra attention to the transitions.  I will still look at the other parts of the essay, but your grade will go down if you don’t include transitions or use them incorrectly.  I will continue to expect you to have good transitions in subsequent writing assignments.  By your last writing assignment, you should demonstrate this and other skills successfully.  Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:  
A. Pre-write constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans

B. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently 

C. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support

D. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance

E. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

F. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece

G. Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

H. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources

I. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources

You will also be expected to peer review your papers in groups.  Ten percent of your paper grade will be from peer review.  
All papers must be revised and typed in accordance with MLA guidelines.  All work leading to your final paper must be kept—for example, all prewriting, rough drafts, peer responses, and any other work produced.  There are no exceptions to this policy. If I think you have plagiarized, I will ask you to submit your work leading up to that essay.  
All papers will be submitted to Turnitin.  You will find this on our Bb site.  This program catches plagiarism.  If you plagiarize a paper, you will fail the class.  I have written more about plagiarism below.  

Should I discover while reading your essay that you have not run spell check or sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and return the essay to you.  You will then have until the following week to revise the paper (the return date will be clearly marked for you).  The highest grade such a "returned" paper can receive is a "C".

· All Writing Assignments must be typed.

· Use Times New Roman Font size 12 (the font and size of this syllabus).   

· Double space all Writing Assignments 

· Put your name, the class, the assignment title and the due date in the upper left hand corner.  

· All writing assignments must have a title:  make it interesting.  
Groups:  You will be doing much of your class work in assigned groups.  
Expectations of groups:

· You will hold discussions for our text book in these groups.  

· You will peer review your papers in these groups.  
· While I am here to help you, your group members can also help you.  

If you are not prepared for your group work, you will be asked to leave and marked absent.  If this is your third time being absent, then you will be dropped from the class. 

If you drop the class you need to let me and your fellow group members know ASAP.  If a group gets too small, I will merge groups.  

Paper Revision Policy for Revising Final Drafts That Have Received a Grade You Don’t Like:  This is a two week process.  

You can rewrite your writing assignments one time for a better grade.  In order to do so, you must come to my office during the week after I return the assignment.  In my office we will discuss how you can improve the paper.  You will then have one week to revise the paper.  Revisions must be significant in order for the paper to receive a higher grade.  
Example:  If I return a paper back to you Wednesday, Feb. 8, you will need to come to my office no later than Wednesday, Feb. 15 to discuss the paper.  The final draft will be due no later than Wednesday, Feb. 22.  

Quizzes:  You will take a number of quizzes throughout the semester mostly on Bb.  These quizzes are not only to test your knowledge but also to get you thinking more about certain topics.  The quizzes for each unit are due on a specific day.  Make sure you review the material and take notes before you attempt the quizzes.  
Late Work:  

Late homework is not acceptable.  Quizzes must be taken on time or you won’t be able to take them.  Final Writing Assignments can be turned in up to one week late, but you will be docked 10% off the final grade.  If you are going to turn in a final writing assignment late let me know so I won’t wonder what happened.    

Places to get help

1. My office:  Come to my office during my office hours or other arranged times.  Many times I am in my office doing work, so stop by.  Students who get help from me on their papers usually do better.  

2. Lab Hours:  If we are working on papers during our lab time ask for help.  

3. The Writing Center, Hum 59:  You can sign up for English 372.  If you do so you will get weekly help with your papers for this and other classes.  You can also stop by for drop-in tutoring. The tutors who work in the writing center are trained specifically to help you with your papers.  

4. The Tutorial Center in the library.  The Reedley College Tutorial Program provides individual and small-group tutoring to any student who needs and wants to improve his or her class performance.  The Center is aimed at helping students improve subject understanding, study skills, and test preparation, and, in the end, to become strong independent learners.
5. The DSPS Office:  If you have a disability of any sort, sign up at the DSPS office.  Reedley College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities.  Disabled Student Services provides the campus with academic support services and specialized assistance to students with disabilities.  Individuals with physical, perceptual or learning disabilities as addressed by the Americans With Disabilities Act should contact DSS office for information regarding accommodations.  Please notify me too so that reasonable efforts can be made to accommodate you.  

Academic Accommodations

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.
Essential Information:

· It is your responsibility to stay informed concerning any changes of assignment due dates, readings, etc.
· It is your responsibility to officially withdraw from this and/or any course.  Failure to do so may result in an "F" grade being awarded.

· Because this we are using Blackboard, a class e-mail list is generated.  This e-mail list is to be used for school related messaging only.  Any other use of the e-mail list can result in your being dropped from the course.  Continued sending of unsolicited e-mail could be viewed as a form of harassment.  Appropriate action will be taken as necessary per school policy.

Should you discover that you are unable to regularly attend class (online) for whatever reason, it is imperative that you discuss this with me as soon as possible.  Telling me of work schedule changes, illness, family emergencies, etc. after missing several days/weeks is unacceptable
Important Campus Dates: (for other important dates, see the class schedule)

Fall Semester 2006

August 10 (Th) Faculty duty day (no classes held)

August 11 (F) Flex day, no classes

August 14 (M) Instruction begins

September 4 (M) Labor Day

September 15 (F) Last day to change a class to or from a CR/NC grading basis

October 13 (F) Midterm report period, Nine-week drop date for full-term length course

November 10 (F) Veterans Day

Nov. 23-24 (Th-F) Thanksgiving Holiday

November 27 (M) Classes reconvene

December 11-15 (M-F) Final exams

December 15 (F) Fall semester ends

Class Deadlines:  The first three weeks are detailed.  After that, only writing assignment due dates are listed.  You will get detailed schedules as we progress through the semester.  
Due dates may and probably will change!  
Tuesday, Aug. 15:  
Introductions
Thursday, Aug. 17:  
“Essay Format” presentation




Practice peer review
Friday, Aug. 18:  
Syllabus quiz due in Bb by midnight

Tuesday, Aug. 22:
Practice peer review




“Parts of Speech” presentation




“Essay Format” Quiz take in-class
Thursday, Aug. 24:
Chapter 1 readings due plus journal




Receive WA 1




“Writing Process” presentation

Friday, Aug. 25:  
“Parts of speech” quiz due in Bb by midnight

Tuesday, Aug. 29:
Practice peer review



“Writing Process” quiz due




Subject and Verbs presentation

Thursday, Aug. 31:  
Exchange WA 1—come to class with 4 copies of your essay and essay submission form 
Friday, Sept. 1:  
Subject and verb quizzes due in Bb by midnight

Monday, Sept. 4: 
Labor Day—no classes

Tuesday, Sept. 5:  
Discuss WA 1—Bring workshop response forms
Tuesday, Sept. 12:
Turn in final draft of WA 1 including submission form and workshop response forms.  
Thursday, Sept. 14:
Chapter 2 readings due plus journal.




Receive WA 2

Thursday, Sept. 21:
Exchange WA 2—come to class with 4 copies of your essay and essay submission form.
Tuesday, Sept. 26:
Discuss WA 2—Bring workshop response forms.
Tuesday, Oct. 3:  
Turn in final draft of WA 2 including submission form and workshop response forms.  

Thursday, Oct. 13: 
Exchange WA 3—come to class with 4 copies of your essay and essay submission form.

Tuesday, Oct. 17:  
Discuss WA 3—Bring workshop response forms.
Tuesday, Oct. 24:  
Turn in final draft of WA 3 including submission form and workshop response forms.  

Thursday, Nov. 2:
Exchange WA 4—come to class with 4 copies of your essay and essay submission form.

Tuesday, Nov. 7: 
Discuss WA 4—Bring workshop response forms.

Tuesday, Nov. 14: 
Turn in final draft of WA 4 including submission form and workshop response forms.  

Tuesday, Nov. 21:  Exchange WA 5—come to class with 4 copies of your essay and essay submission form.
Thursday, Nov. 23 and Friday, Nov. 24—Thanksgiving—No Class!  

Thursday, Nov. 30: 
Discuss WA 5—Bring workshop response forms.
Thursday, Dec. 8:
Turn in final draft of WA 5 including submission form and workshop response forms.  

Grading Standards:  The following will explain what your papers need to include in order to get a certain grade.  
A (90-100%)= Outstanding, excellent, exemplary

Content:  The writing is packed with information. There is a clear central idea supported by concrete details that are relevant.  There is a “perfect” feeling to the essay.  

Organization:  Essay proceeds smoothly and logically from point to point, and so the essay is easy to read.  Individual paragraphs are unified, coherent, and logical.

Style:  The writer’s persona comes through immediately and clearly.  Sentences have effective variety.  Word choice is excellent—accurate, concrete, sensitive vocabulary.  

Correctness:  Punctuation is usually correct; there are few mechanical errors, but these do not cause a misreading of the message.  

B (80-89%)=Has most of the characteristics of an “A” paper, BUT:

Content:  Information is not as plentiful as in the “A” essay.  Supporting details generally good and relevant but may occasionally be thin.   

Organization:  Information is clearly organized, and the reader does not have trouble discerning meaning.  Individual paragraphs overall are unified and coherent.

Style:  Sentences occasionally need to be clear, less awkward.  Word choices are clear and concrete for the most part, creating an effective but sometimes inconsistent voice.    

Correctness:  Punctuation is usually correct; there are few mechanical errors, but these do not cause a misreading of the message.  .  

C (70-79) = Adequate, average, passing

Content:  Central idea needs to be more specific, not frivolous or shallow.  Uses too much general supporting information that may be repetitious or unnecessary; needs more specifics.

Organization:  Sometime not clear; reader may need to reread to ascertain meaning.  Paragraphs are not always unified or tend to stray from the main point slightly.  Transitions are not always clear or present.  

Style:  Sentences need more variety.  Phrases are often misplaced.  Writing is often vague and unclear, characterized by ambiguous words and/or phrases and clichés.  

Correctness:  Several grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors, sometimes causing misreading of message.

D (60-69) = Incompetent, inadequate, below-average

Content:  Central idea is not clear.  May not have enough supporting information—facts, details, or specifics.  The reader does not always get a clear picture of the writer’s message.  Often includes irrelevant, repetitious, unnecessary information.  

Organization:  The paper has problems with logic.  Reader has to reread to understand the writer’s order.  Paragraphs are usually not unified and coherent.  Transitions are not effective or not present.

Style:  Sentences have little or no variety.  Word choices are unclear or inappropriate for the audience.  

Correctness:  Many grammatical errors which often interfere with the message.  

F (0-59) = Failing

Content:  The essay has no central idea.  The supporting information is irrelevant, unnecessary, and/or inaccurate.  

Organization:  Overall organization is unclear making the writer’s purpose impossible to discern.  Paragraphs are not unified or coherent and lack transitions.  

Style:  Sentences are short and not varied, sometimes incomplete.  Sentences often seem immature and boring.  Word choice is inappropriate.  

Correctness;  Message is blurred by frequent errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  Sloppy visual presentation.  

Note:  

1. A passing paper will also meet all of the assignment’s specified requirements, such as length, format.  Any paper which does not meet the outlined requirements or which does not directly answer the question being asked will not receive a passing grade.  

2. Grades do not and cannot reflect the amount of effort, time, or sincerity a student puts into a given assignment, nor do graders serve as judgments of a student’s intelligence, character, or human worthiness.  They aim only to locate the intellectual and stylistic qualities of college work on a scale of standards.  
Concerning Plagiarism
(This document was taken from speech instructor Terri Main’s handbook and has been slightly edited by English instructor Lori Levine.  All examples are from her experiences.  I have, unfortunately, had similar experiences.)

I had taught for 6 years before I had my first case of blatant plagiarism. Now, I get 2-3 cases per year.  In spite of my warnings that plagiarized work will result in an “F,” students continue to foolishly turn in the exact same papers as two or three other students in the same class.  It may reflect a general moral bankruptcy in our times, a Napster mentality, or just declining intelligence in the student population.  I suspect, strange as it seems to me, that many students simply do not know what it is and may not know it is wrong.  And I suspect many do not understand why it is a serious offense.  In the next few paragraphs I will discuss what constitutes plagiarism, why it is wrong, and how it can endanger your academic future. 

How Plagiarism will affect your Grade in this Class

Any plagiarized work I receive will result in zero points.  That means, if any writing assignment is plagiarized, you will lose 100 points and will fail the class.   

What is Plagiarism?

Put simply, Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own. At its most blatant, it’s directly copying a paper or purchasing one from someone else.  Incidentally, if you are considering purchasing a paper from some Internet company, don’t!  We are using Turnitin which compares your papers to thousands available online and elsewhere.  This database includes student papers from Reedley College and other colleges.  
Sometimes the sheer stupidity of the plagiarizers amazes me.  I’ve had four students in a single class who sat together and were best friends turn in the same paper right down to the misspelled words.  Like, I wouldn’t notice? Others have turned in papers with one person’s name obviously whited out and the student’s name typed in with a different font and color ink. 

But a paper doesn’t have to be exactly word for word to count as plagiarism.  If the paper is “substantially similar” to another paper, it is still considered cheating.  For instance, I had two students, a boyfriend and girlfriend, turn in two papers which were identical except that the first two paragraphs were reversed from each other.  Just shuffling the order of the writing doesn’t create an original paper. 

Sometimes a paper is plagiarized because it is made up of paragraphs taken almost bodily from books and articles and pieced together without any commentary by the student and with no source citations.  These tend to be obvious by the different styles of the authors of the paragraphs clashing and the lack of transitional material.  I actually had one person give a speech that she read directly from a Xerox copy of a magazine article.

Certainly, you can quote from other people, but give due credit and don’t pass the work of others off as your own.  Also, you need to create an original work which incorporates the quotes and doesn’t simply string a bunch of them together without obvious synthesis.

Sometimes plagiarism occurs in take-home essay exams and even with the in-class exams in which I allow you to bring notes.  Many times I find that the answers are direct quotes from the text book.  That may have pleased your high school teachers, but it doesn’t please me.  Your answers must be your original work.  Likewise, if you have had one person write down the notes for everyone, don’t copy them word for word.  I had one class where no less than 8 people answered the same question the same way misspelling the same words.  And, frankly, the answers weren’t that good to begin with.

 In other words, if the paper, exam or speech is largely the work of someone else, then it is plagiarism.  These papers or speeches will receive an “F” grade and one such paper will give you an “F” in the class. (In Lori Levine’s class, you will not be giving speeches, but keep this in mind if you have to give speeches in other classes.)
Why is Plagiarism Wrong?

I shouldn’t even have to address this, but I feel I need to.  A number of students when confronted with the fact of their plagiarism, look at me in all apparent innocence and say, “But I got the paper in on time.”  One explained that the plagiarism was okay because it was for extra credit.  Obviously, something has gone wrong with the moral compass of our society when students can be caught and not even realize that cheating is wrong.

Plagiarism is wrong on two levels. The first level is that of basic honesty.  When you turn in a paper, you make an implied claim that this is something original.  When it is not original, that quite simply is a lie.  Secondly, plagiarism is wrong because it represents an attempt to obtain the benefits of a college degree without doing the work.  Completing the courses necessary for your degree will give you an edge in the job market, and provide a certain social status in society.  However, if you have obtained that degree by cheating, you are benefiting from something you did not earn. And, of course, on a personal level, you won’t learn anything unless you do your own work.  That will reduce the skills you need to succeed in business and personal life.  You can’t cheat on the job and expect to do your job well.

In some ways, I have to admit that the college system which places such a high emphasis on grades rather than on comprehensive evaluation of learning, contributes to this.  We all know that grades do not always equate to learning.  And sometimes we as instructors lose sight of the purpose of assignments.  They are not simply products to be delivered, but tools to facilitate learning.  

However, in admitting this, it does not excuse students cutting corners by cheating.  A paper or a speech is not a product I have ordered which has value independent of your learning experience.  The assignment is for your benefit and not mine.  Only by completing the assignment will you learn.  In writing this policy, I am committing myself to making the effort to keep learning first and grading as merely a natural outcome of the learning process.  

What Effects Can Plagiarism Have on your Academic Future?

Most Four-Year colleges and universities treat plagiarism as a major infraction of the rules.  You can be placed on academic probation, fail a class or even be expelled from the college.  If expelled for plagiarism, you will find it hard to be admitted to another college. Even if you are not removed from the school, your hopes of graduate work could be diminished.  You can find it difficult to get a faculty advisor for your thesis or dissertation.  If an academic probation becomes part of your transcripts, it can also impact your ability to get a good job.  

This type of thing can haunt you for years.  About 20 years ago, Sen. Joe Biden was running for President.  He had a reasonable chance of taking his party’s nomination.  However, it was discovered and reported that he had plagiarized a paper in law school.  His support vanished and eventually he withdrew from the race over something that had taken place more than two decades before. 

Is it really worth the risk?  Do your own work.  It’s the right thing to do.  It’s the smart thing to do.
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