Reedley College – Fall 2006
English 125 – #53016 - College Writing Skills

          
Ryan LaSalle – 8:00-9:50 am – M INC4, W INC1
Contacts: ryan.lasalle@reedleycollege.edu 

Office hours: TBA

On Writing...

Most people don’t like to write. My assumption is that, in many cases, those who detest writing find it very difficult and probably aren’t very proficient at it. In many of these situations, all that is needed is some guidance, practice, and persistency.  When we become good at something, we tend to warm up to it a little more. Pretty soon we won’t fear or dread writing. 

English 125 will emphasize writing skills in punctuation, grammar, organization, and style. Aside from the mechanics of writing essays, we will be spending a fair amount of time working with ideas. Good writing is just as dependent on content as it is mechanics. A number of essays will be brought in for discussion to yield discussion/ideas/material for our own writing. These short works will be on a variety of subjects and we will look to cultivate observations and ideas that will fulfill the expectations of effective communication in writing. 
The Plan: 
1. Class business, general discussion.
2. In class lecture/reading/discussion/writing. Assignments will be from a prompt I have created and/or have connected to something from the text. 

3. Out of class reading/writing. Usually tied to the in class assignment. 

The things we’ll carry:   *notebook (preferably one with pockets)   *writing instrument *computer disk   

Textbooks: TBA
Policies:  2 absences allowed without penalty. Subsequent absences result in a loss of participation points. Absences totaling more than two weeks (four classes) within the first 9 weeks of class may cause the student to be dropped from the class. Late work will be accepted for partial credit with instructor’s approval (5% deduction for each class day late). Tardiness should be avoided but in the rare event of coming to class late, it is the student’s responsibility to make sure the roll has been updated.
Grading:
Grading will be based on a point system. 

90%A 80%B 70%C 60%D 50%F (of total points available in class)


(4-5)   1. Main papers 




     10 

(1)     2. Research based main paper 

     25
      (1)     3. multiple source bibliography
           10

(2-3)   4. Light Papers                               4



  5. Variety of exercises/homework              1



  6. Participation                             10



*instructor reserves the right to make changes in this syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.

*Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA, including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

