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English 125, College Writing Skills

Instructor:

Mr. Dominguez 

Office/phone: 

Annex 2/ 638-3641, ext 3745


E-mail:

david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:

MTTH, 12:00-1:00
Course Description:

This course will focus on several important areas: developing of the process of writing, revising, and finishing papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas; avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience; and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas.

Exit Standards:

To pass this class, each student must demonstrate a reading knowledge of the texts, bring the texts to class, complete the assignments, quizzes, and exams on time, receive a passing grade of a “C” or better on essay #4, participate constructively during class, and attend class regularly. In addition, a student must demonstrate a command of the writing skills listed below:


a. Your ability to write an introduction.



1. thesis



2. supportive material



3. transition


b. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



1. topic sentence



2. context



3. direct quotation



4. explanation 



5. transition


c. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



1. restate the thesis



2. restate the supportive material



3. make a final statement


d. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.


e. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.


f. Your ability to use punctuation correctly (comma, semicolon, colon.)


g. Your ability to use basic skills (SVA, PNA, WC, VT, SP, titles, capitalization….)


h. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods.

i.  Your ability to follow directions.

TO EARN A PASSING GRADE ON ANY ASSIGNMENT (“C” OR BETTER) YOU MUST FOLLOW DIRECTIONS AND, ON THE ESSAYS, WRITE A SUCCESSFUL THESIS STATEMENT.

Please Purchase the Following Required Texts and Supplies 

at the Reedley College Bookstore:

1. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass.

2. Handbook of Literary Terms by X.J. Kennedy. 

4. The Longman Writer’s Companion  by Chris M. Anson.

5. The Hudson Book of Poetry: 150 Poems Worth Reading by McGraw Hill.

6. Fiction: A Pocket Anthology by R.S. Gwynn.

7. A college-ruled, perforated, 8.5” x 11” notebook.

8. A small stapler that you can keep in your backpack at all times.

9. A pocket-size dictionary in book form, not electronic.

10. Pens with black ink or pencils.
Semester Grading:

Ten in-class quizzes. 


a. Ten points each.

b. Will be graded based on your ability to follow directions, complete and understand the

the reading assignments, on your ability to use the skills listed in the exit standards, and

on academic participation.

Three essays.


a. 50 points each.


b. 750 words each.

d. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course’s exit standards.

One research paper.


a. 100 points each.


b. 4 full pages..


d. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the 
course’s exit standards.

One grammar exam.


a. 50 points.


b. Will be graded based on exit standards e. through g.

The grading for this course will be based on the following point system:

Grading Scale:
A= 400-360 



B= 359-320



C= 319-280



D= 279-240




F= 239-000

Keep Track of Your Grade:

	Q1
	Q2
	Q3
	Q4
	Q5
	Q6
	Q7
	Q8
	Q9
	Q10
	E1
	E2
	E3
	E4
	GE
	TP
	FG

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Q = Quiz; E = Essay; GE = Grammar Exam; TP = Total Points; FG = Final Grade. 

Extra Credit:

Extra credit will be given to students who attend the Reedley College Lecture Series or the First Wednesday at One Reading Series. To earn the extra credit, a student must attend a reading and write a 250 word paper that reflects their thoughts on the event. The paper must show good critical thinking skills and good basic writing skills. You may attend as many readings as you want. A student is eligible for extra credit only if he is earning a “C” or better in the class. Thus, the extra credit is meant to help a student improve a passing grade, not raise a student’s failing grade of  “D” or “F”.

Format for All Assignments:

TYPED ESSAYS

1. Essay assignments must be typed in Times New Roman. Font size must be size 12. Text must be double spaced. Print quality must be clear and black.

2. One inch margins: top, bottom.

3. 1.25 inch margins: left, right.
4. Citations must follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

5. Staple your essay pages together.
6. Essays that do not meet this criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.

IN-CLASS QUIZZES

1. Directions will be explained in class.

2. Quizzes that are not stapled and formatted will earn no more than 7/10. 

Missing an Assignment:

Out-of-class essay assignments must be turned in on time on the given due dates, or, if previously arranged, before the given due dates. In-class assignments must be completed in class on the scheduled dates.  If a student misses an assignment, the student will receive a zero on the assignment. If a student is unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, the instructor may consider a make-up assignment if the student is able to present appropriate documentation. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. 

Attendance and Tardiness:

Students who miss the second day of class will be automatically dropped from the course. To add the class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to the roster.

A student is considered absent if they are not present during class, tardy, or if the student leaves class early. If you need to leave class early, don’t come to class at all. Students who walk in and out of the classroom during lecture will be marked absent.

If a student is tardy, that student may not be able to take the scheduled quizzes and will receive a zero on the appropriate quiz. A student is tardy if they walk into the classroom after roll has been taken.

Students who accumulate more than four absences will be automatically dropped from the course. If a student accumulates more than four absences after the official Reedley College drop deadline, that student might still be dropped and if so will receive an automatic “F” in the course. 
Academic Behavior:

If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior, that student will  be suspended from the next class meeting. If a student demonstrates poor academic behavior again, the student will be suspended from the next class. If a student is a problem once more, he will be referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend a student from ten class meetings.  Poor academic behavior may include, but is not limited to, not bringing your books to class, rude and/or disruptive conduct, beeping pagers, ringing cell phones.

Plagiarism
If a student is caught plagiarizing any work, he may receive an automatic “F” on the assignment or dropped from the course, with the appropriate grade, and referred to campus administration.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Instructor’s Biography
David Dominguez is the author of Work Done Right (University of Arizona Press, 2003).

An earlier collection, Marcoli Sausage, appeared in 2000 as part of Gary Soto’s Chicano Chapbook Series. A native of Fresno, California, his poems have appeared in various publications including El Andar, Bloomsbury Review, Crab Orchard Review, Faultline, Flies Cockroaches and Poets, and Solo. His work was also featured in the anthology How Much Earth: The Fresno Poets (Heyday Books) as well as on the web at Poetry Daily. He holds degrees from the University of California at Irvine and the University of Arizona where he completed his M.F.A. in creative writing. He currently teaches composition, Chicano and Latino literature, and poetry writing at Reedley College in California.

Revision Symbols:
The symbols listed below indicate areas of writing  that may need to be improved in your work. These symbols will be used by the instructor to mark your composition:

bs
=
basic skills

th
= 
thesis

sm
=
supportive material

tr 
=
transition

ts  
=
topic sentence

cn  
=
context

dq
=
direct quotation

mla  
=
citing direct quotations

ex 
=
explaining the significance of a direct quotation

bs
=
basic skills

kw(s)
=
key word(s)

f 
= 
fragment

cs 
= 
comma splice

sf 
= 
sentence fuse

sp 
= 
spelling

vt 
= 
verb tense

sva 
= 
subject verb agreement

wc 
= 
word choice

?
=
confusing


= 
take out


= 
separate


= 
put together


= 
lowercase


= 
uppercase


= 
insert


= 
new paragraph


= 
good writing


= 
writing needs to improve

syntax
= 
the words you choose to express a thought and the order you put those words in   

                          to form a sentence
Course Outline
August

	Wednesday
	8/16
	Discuss syllabus. Read Chapters 1-6 in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass for in class essay on 9/1—this will be a closed book, closed note essay.

	Friday
	8/18
	Discuss basic skills

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	8/23
	Discuss how to avoid fragments and write complete sentences.

	Friday
	8/25
	Discuss how to avoid comma splices and sentence fuses.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	8/30
	Review.


September

	Friday
	9/1
	In-class essay. HW: read chapter 7 Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	9/6
	No class meeting. Go to 1W1.

	Friday
	9/8
	Read poem. Discuss chapter seven in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. HW: finish reading Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	9/13
	Quiz. Discuss Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.

	Friday
	9/15
	Read poem. Discuss Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	9/20
	Essay 1 returned. Discuss how to write a thesis and paragraphs. Sample essay. Essay 2 assigned.

	Friday
	9/22
	Discuss how to cite prose using the MLA methods. Work on essay in class. HW: finish essay and read “Barn Burning” from Fiction: A Pocket Anthology.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	9/27
	Essay 2 due. Quiz. Discuss “Barn Burning.”

	Friday
	9/29
	Read poem. Discuss “Barn Burning.” HW: read “The Chrysanthemums” from Fiction: A Pocket Anthology.


October

	Wednesday
	10/4
	No class meeting. Go to 1W1. 

	Friday
	10/6
	Quiz. Discuss “The Chrysanthemums” HW: read “Good Country People” from Fiction: A Pocket Anthology. 

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	10/11
	Quiz. Discuss “Good Country People.”

	Friday
	10/13
	Read poem. Discuss “Good Country People”

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	10/18
	Discuss how to use commas.

	Friday
	10/20
	Discuss how to use commas.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	10/25
	Essay 2 returned. Examine student essays. Essay 3 assigned.

	Friday
	10/27
	Work on essay three in class. HW: Finish essay 3 and read “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” from Fiction: A Pocket Anthology.


November
	Wednesday
	11/1
	No class meeting. Go to 1W1.

	Friday
	11/3
	Essay 3 due. Quiz. Discuss “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.” HW: read “Cathedral.”

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	11/8
	Quiz. Discuss “A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings.” 

	Friday
	11/10
	No class meeting.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	11/15
	Discuss semicolons and colons.

	Friday
	11/17
	Discuss semicolons and colons.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	11/22
	Essay 3 returned. Examine student essays. Essay 4 assigned.

	Friday
	11/24
	No class meeting.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	11/29
	Discuss how to cite poetry and make a list of works cited. Work on essay in class.


December

	Friday
	12/1
	Work on essay in class.

	
	
	

	Wednesday
	12/6
	Essay 4 due. Review for final grammar exam.

	Friday
	12/8
	Final grammar exam.

	
	
	

	M-F
	12/11-15
	Finals week.


Occasionally, the syllabus may have to change as the class’s needs change during the semester. Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus.


