
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1English 125: Writing Skills for College
Fall 2006 - Tuesday/ Thursday
Section 72830/ 3:30 - 5:20PM

Section 72014/ 6:00 - 7:50PM

Instructor: Cathy Focarazzo Ciontea

Email: cathylyn51@aol.com
I do not have scheduled office hours due to our location, but if you have questions or concerns and need to speak with me personally, I will make myself available before or after class or we can arrange a meeting. I am always concerned with students and their needs regarding my classes and always welcome feedback.

Course Description:
This course is to prepare you for future academic writing and to aid you in your career as a student. Writing is an extremely important skill to master in order to become a successful student and these skills will benefit you in your future career after college and in many personal areas of your life.

In order to accomplish this goal you will be asked to read a variety of essays and short stories and analyze them for style, argument, development, organization and other rhetorical factors that will help shape your own writing ability. In addition, you will be writing several short essays, responses to readings, and journal entries that will help you to develop a sense of the writing process including prewriting, revising, peer editing, workshopping, and the editing of your own work. You will increase your knowledge of formatting and how to research and find the resources you need to accomplish this. You will also become more proficient in the area of grammar and increase your ability to identify and correct grammatical errors through strategies learned during this course.

We will work both individually and collaboratively and develop a sense of community that will enhance  intellectual growth and development for all of us. We are here to learn critical thinking and develop analytical skills and to understand the process of rhetorical reading which will ultimately result in the development of our own writing. 

Required Texts:

1. Beason, Larry and Mark Lester. A Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage. 4rd ed. Boston: St. Martin’s.

2. Kirszner, Laurie G. And Stephen Mandell. Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide. 10th ed. Boston: St. Martin’s, 2007.

Required Materials:
1. Notebook for notes and journals.

2. Lined paper for in-class writing.

3. Several blue or black ink pens and pencils (No other colors).

Coursework and Grades:
Class participation and Attendance                             10%

Responses/journals                                                      30%

Quizzes/Homework                                                     10%

Essays                                                                          50%

Class participation consists of reading the assignments before class, participation in class and in group discussions, participating actively in workshopping, and completing in-class assignments.

Periodically, I will assign homework in addition to the readings and it can be made up if you have made arrangements with me and have my permission–this is at my discretion.

Quizzes will usually be announced ahead of time for the most part, but occasionally I may surprise you with a ‘pop’ quiz to check and see if you are staying up with the readings and assignments.

Papers:  
1. All essays must be typed and follow MLA format; this includes margins, font, and spacing.

2. During workshops, you may be asked to bring in 2-3 copies of your drafts–I will let you know        when this is required.

3.  All prewriting, rough drafts, peer responses, tutor comments etc. are to be included with your        final draft– Save Everything ! 

*Note; it is a good idea to keep all of your work from class–it is rare, but if I was to make an error and you wanted to contest the grade, having the assignment would be necessary.

Grading Scale:
90-100%      Credit

80-89%        Credit

70-79%        Credit  

60-69%        No Credit 

0-59%          No Credit

Attendance Policy:
1. Roll is taken at the beginning of class. If you are late, see me after class to make sure you are           counted as present. Do not expect me to count you as attending if you have missed more than       half the class without a serious or compelling reason.

2. I will make excuses fo serious illness but may require a doctor’s note. Let me know as soon as       possible–not after the fact.

3. More than 4 absences are considered grounds for dropping you from the class or to receive an F       for the course. If you run into a serious problem, staying in touch with me is imperative and in        certain circumstances, I will use my judgement to determine the outcome. It is your                          responsibility to drop the class if you cannot meet the requirements or attend the class                      regularly–no exceptions.

4. It is the student’s responsibility to find out about any homework or assignments or changes in          the syllabus if they are absent. It is wise to stay in touch with another one of your classmates so       that in the event of an absence, you can stay up on assignments. 

Behavioral Policy:
1. Students shall conduct themselves with integrity and respect the other students’ right to learn.          This means no rude remarks, talking during lecture, or any other disruptive behavior that may          interfere with class time. If this becomes the case, I will ask you to leave and mark you absent.

2. Cell phones will be turned off or set to vibrate before class starts.

Important Dates:
August 25–Last day to drop a semester length course and qualify for a  refund
 September 1–Last day to register for Fall 2006 full-length class or drop to avoid a “W”

 September 4–Labor Day-No School

 October13– Last day to drop a semester length class

 November 10-11–Veteran’s Day-No School

 November 23-25– Thanksgiving Holiday-No School

 December 11-15– Final Exam Week

 December 18/ 12 noon– Grades Posted to WebAdvisor

Students with Disabilities: 

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 or the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Academic Integrity: 
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism includes the intentional use of four or more words from another person’s work without citing them as a source or passing their work off as your own. As you are students and are still learning academic writing, I may give you some leniency for unintentional plagiarism. In this instance, the student will be warned and must rewrite the assignment. For more information on plagiarism, and this policy, consult pg. 35 of your catalogue.

*This syllabus is subject to change at any time during the semester.

Course Schedule:
Week 1– August 15/ 17   Introduction to Course and discussion of Syllabus

Week 2– August22/ 24    The Writing Process

                                         Chapter 1: Reading to Write: How to Use This Book

                                       Chapters 2-5: The Writing Process

                                       Writing Activity: Diagnostic Essay Due 8/24 

                                        2 pages typed 




Week 3– August29/31    Autobiography/ Family Relationships–Using Description

                                        “Only Daughter” Sandra Cisneros

                                        “The Way to Rainy Mountain” N. Scott Momaday

                                         “Two Ways to Belong in America” Bharati Mukherjee

                                          Writing Assignment: Journal of responses to readings Due 8/31

Week 4– September 5/ 7   Autobiography/ Life Lessons–Using Narration

                                          “Shooting an Elephant” George Orwell

                                          “My First Conk” Malcolm X

                                           “Strange Tools” Richard Rodriguez

                                            Writing Assignment: Journal of reading responses Due 9/7

 Week 5– September 12/14 Education-Using Exemplification

                                            “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” Jonathan Kozol

                                             “Brains Versus Brawn” Mark Cotharn

                                             “What I Learned (And Didn’t Learn) in College” Josie Martinez

                                              Writing Assignment– Journal of responses to readings Due 9/14

Week 6– September 19/ 21 Language and Communication: Using Cause and Effect

                                             “Mother Tongue” Amy Tan

                                             “Sex, Lies, and Conversation” Deborah Tannen

                                              “The Wife-Beater” Gayle Rosenwald Smith

                                              Writing Assignment– Essay on Language and Communication

                                               Due 9/21 3-4 pages typed

                                               PEER EDITING WORKSHOP

 Week 7– September 26/ 28 The World of Work /Using Process

                                              “My Mother Never Worked” Bonnie Smith-Yackel

                                              “What Work Is” Phillip Levine

                                               “Down and Out in Discount America” Liza Featherstone

                                                Writing Assignment: Journal of reading responses  Due 9/28

  Week 8– October 3/5 Men and Women/ Comparison and Contrast  

                                                “I Want a Wife” Judy Brady

                                                 “The Men We Carry in Our Minds” Scott Russell Sanders

                                                 “Why Boys Don’t Play With Dolls” Katha Pollit

                                                  Writing Assignment: Journal of reading responses Due 10/5

Week 9– October 10/13 -Mid term conferences 

Week 10– October 17/19  Prejudice and Stereotypes/ Using Classification and Division

                                                  “Finishing School” Maya Angelou

                                                  “What’s in a Name?”  Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

                                                   “Laws Should Support Loving Households, Straight or Not”

                                                     Becky Birtha

                                                     Writing Assignment: Essay on Prejudice and Stereotypes

                                                     Due 10/19 3-4 pages typed

                                                     WORKSHOP PAPERS

Week 11– October 24/26  Perception and Reality/ Using Definition

                                           “Star-Spangled Stupidity” Dick Teresi

                                           “The Embalming of Mr. Jones” Jessica Mitford

                                            “The Ways We Lie” Stephanie Ericsson

                                             Writing Assignment: Journal response to readings Due 10/26

Week 12–October 31/ November 2  Argumentation: Effecting Change-Using Argumentation

                                            “Get It Right: Privatize Executions” Arthur Miller

                                            “Television: The Plug-In Drug” Marie Winn

                                            “Letter from Birmingham Jail” Martin Luther King

                                              Writing Assignment: Using Argumentation

                                               3-4 page essay Due 11/2

Week 13–November 7/ 9– Argumentation/ Dealing With the Opposition and                                                                                  Recognizing Logical Fallacies

                                            “The Threat of the National ID” William Safire

                                             “Why Fear National ID Cards?” Alan M. Dershowitz

                                              Writing Assignment: Prospectus due 1 page typed Due 11/9

Week 14– November 14/16– Media Violence In-class debates

                                           “Violent Media is Good for Kids” Gerard Jones

                                            “Memo to John Grisham: What’s Next–‘A Movie Made Me Do It?”

                                             Oliver Stone                                             

Week 15–November 21– Discussion of ideas and brainstorming for final projects

Week 16–November 28/30–WORKSHOP 2nd drafts 4+ pages

                                          . Conferences concerning final papers/bring drafts to class.                               

Week 17–December 5/7      Final papers due: Tuesday 12/5  5-6 pages typed  

Week 18–December 11  Finals Week – Return Final Projects






