ESL 261LS:  Basic Oral Skills
Fall 2006

Reedley College

Class Information

Time:  T 1:30 to 3:00 PM FEM 12

Th 1:30 to 2:50 PM AGR 15

F  1:30 to 2:50 PM LAL 1


Section:  50315
Units:  4 (repeatable 1 time for credit)

Instructor

Thatcher Weldon

E-mail:  tw004@scccd.net

Phone:  I will give you my campus phone # when I receive it.

Office Hours:  I do not have an office or office hours.  If you need to meet with me, please see me before or after class so that we can work out a time and place.  E-mail is also a great way to contact me, I will be checking my e-mail at least once a day.

Course Prerequisites

Use of language other than English as a primary language.  Appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved ESL placement test such as the CELSA, successful completion of ESL 260 or ESL 260LS, or counselor/instructor recommendation.

Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.  Listen to controlled passages on everyday social topics and identify main points and supporting details with visual or other

      
realistic support.

B.  Record in written form what is heard with increasing accuracy.

C.  Practice speaking and receiving feedback in controlled dialogues with increasing accuracy.

D.  Ask questions, make predictions, and express opinions on topics common to familiar situations with controlled instructor

      
guidance.

E.  Practice and receive feedback on pronunciation of basic vocabulary.

F.  Become aware of, practice and receive feedback on consonant, vowel, and basic intonation patterns and their use.

G.  Be prompted to monitor and self-correct errors in spoken English. 

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.  Identify, select, and extract information on everyday social topics from controlled, near-normal speech with reasonable accuracy.

B.  Present on everyday social topics using visual supports in the next level.

C.  Converse on basic, familiar topics using effective communication strategies.


D.  Speak clearly enough to be understood in familiar, social situations.

E.  Pronounce high frequency words with consistent, correct stress patterns.

Materials

1.  Text:  So To Speak – 1, w/ audio CD. Webster, DeFilippo. ISBN:0395873835

2.  A good English Dictionary (ask me for a recommendation if needed).


3.  Lined paper, pen, and pencil.

4.  A zip disk to record lab work.  (All materials can be purchased at the bookstore). 
**  Do not purchase text until you are sure you will be taking this course.  Once the plastic seal is broken, the bookstore can not accept a return. **

Grades

This is a credit / no credit course.  To receive credit, you must get a grade of 70% or above.


Exams



25%


Oral Presentations 

25%

Homework


20%


Lab Work


20%


*Class Participation

10%

*Class participation will consist of contributing to discussion in class, and contributing to group work during the class.  Your attendance in class is not only important to you, but also your classmates.  Make it your priority to be there everyday.  Inform me beforehand if you know you will not be able to make it to class.  You will still be responsible for homework and assignments that took place the day you missed.  3 tardies in a week will be counted as an absence.
Homework

Classroom and lab assignments will be due at the beginning of class on the date due unless stated otherwise.  Make sure you turn in your homework on time, late work may not be accepted.  If you know you will be missing class ahead of time, inform me so that I can give you the work will we do in class during that time.  You must inform me before an exam if you won’t be able to make it, otherwise the result will be a zero score on the exam.
Special Needs

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodations or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Schedule (Subject to change)
	DATE
	In-Class Material 
	Exams

	Week 1:  August 14 – 18
	Introductions/Photo Project
	

	Week 2:  August 21 – 25
	Free time/Hobbies
	

	Week 3:  August 28 - September 1
	Places around the world
	Hobbies Quiz

	Week 4:  September 4 – 8
	Unit 1
	World Quiz

	Week 5:  September 11 – 15
	Unit 2
	Unit 1 Quiz

	Week 6:  September 18 – 22
	Unit 3/7
	Unit 2 Quiz

	Week 7:  September 25 – 29
	Unit 4/Oral Presentations
	Unit 3 Quiz

	Week 8:  October 2 – 6
	Unit 5
	Unit 4 Quiz

	Week 9:  October 9 – 13
	Unit 6
	Unit 5 Quiz

	Week 10:  October 16 – 20
	Unit 1-5 Review
	Test on Units 1-5

	Week 11:  October 23 – 27
	Unit 8
	Unit 6 Quiz

	Week 12:  October 30 - November 3
	Unit 9
	Unit 8 Quiz

	Week 13:  November 6 – 10
	Unit 10
	Unit 9 Quiz

	Week 14:  November 13 – 17
	Unit 6-10 Review
	Unit 10 Quiz

	Week 15:  November 20 – 24
	Unit 11
	

	Week 16:  November 27 - December 1
	Unit 12
	Unit 11 Quiz

	Week 17:  December 4 – 8
	Oral Presentations/Review
	Unit 12 Quiz

	Finals Week:  

Thursday December 14
FEM 12  1:00-2:50 PM
	Final Cumulative Exam
	


Important Dates:

September 1; last day to drop without a “W”

September 4; Labor Day, no class

October 13; last day to drop a class

November 10; Veterans Day, no class

November 23-25; Thanksgiving, no classes
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Remember that learning language takes time.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions.  I am here to help and through hard work and training, we will all raise our hands in victory at the end of the semester!
