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Course Description:

This course is an exploration of the creative act of painting.  Emphasis is placed on the fundamentals of composition and the ability to handle materials.  The elements and principles of design will be reviewed and practiced throughout each assignment. Basic color theory, composition and techniques in painting will be addressed.  Art History is used as a catalyst to familiarize and inspire assignments.  Self-expression through the use of painting is encouraged and nurtured.

Objectives:

· To gain an understanding and application of the elements and principles of design

· To develop technical skills as they relate to the painting medium being used

· To acquaint students with art periods, styles and techniques as they relate to art history

· To encourage and nurture self expression as it is used in painting

· To develop an ‘art language’ that is used while critiquing the art of others and self evaluating one’s own art

Textbook:

There is no required next book for this course.  The instructor will use articles available on-line for student inspiration and information.

Materials List:

Paint (watercolor, acrylic or oil)

Canvas or Board

Sketchbook (9”x12” minimum size)

Drawing Pad at least 90lb. weight paper (18”x24”)

Brushes

Painting Vehicle (water, turponoid) 

Other supplies as needed

Assignments:

· Museum Paper or Artist Research Paper (3 pages)
100 points possible


· Quiz on Elements and Principles of Design

100 points
“

· In-Class Assignment Portfolio



100 points
“

· Seven Painting Assignments



700 points       “

· Artist Statement





100 points       “

· Critique Participation




100 points
“













1500 Total Points 

Method of Evaluation:

A
90-100%


B
80-89%


C
70-79%


D
60-69%


F
below 59%


Each PAINTING assignment is based on the following grading rubric:

A
EXCELLENT quality of work at this level.  Work is consistently of high quality.  
Shows 
obvious evidence of thinking.  Demonstrates a sense of confidence. 
Addresses complex visual and/or conceptual ideas.  There is an imaginative, 
inventive and confident use of the elements and principles of design.  Student uses 
materials effectively and shows purposeful composition.  Demonstrates 
informed decision-making.  Any apparent use of published or photographic 
sources or the work of other artists seems merely to have provided a visual 
reference in the service of a larger, personal vision.

B
GOOD quality of work at this level.  Work has some sense of purpose or 
direction, but it may not be fully resolved.  Work demonstrates some degree of 
success and shows some manipulation of ideas.  Demonstrates a good 
understanding of the 
elements and principles of design.  Has some technical 
aspects that are handled well, or some ideas that are handled well, but the 
two do 
not always mesh and 
work together.  If there is apparent use of published 
or photographic sources or the work of other artists, the student’s individual 
“voice” can be discerned.
C
MODERATE quality of work at this level.  Work might show a sense of real 
effort, 
but problems are not successfully resolved.  Work might be more 
accomplished 
technically than it is conceptually.  May not show the technical 
skills needed to resolve the ideas it addresses.  Shows an emerging 
awareness of 
the elements and principles of design.  Work may have an 
erratic technique, with 
little or no sense of challenge.  May show some ambition while achieving only 
moderate success.  If published photographic sources or the work of other artists 
are used, the work appears to be a nearly direct reproduction; the student’s 
“voice” is minimal.

D
WEAK quality of work at this level.  Work shows weak or awkward technique.  
Work solves problems simplistically and has little sense of exploration.  Work 
lacks a clear sense of intention and shows little awareness of elements and 
principles of design; composition is weak.  Work shows limited artistic decision-
making.  The works are copies of published or photographic sources or the work 
of other artists; little discernible student “voice” (with the exception of the master 
reproduction assignment).

F
POOR quality of work at this level.  Work shows little evidence of thinking 
artistic 
decision-making and reveals a misunderstanding of technique.  Work 
shows a lack of awareness of tools/media and used trite solutions to visual 
problems. Work is poorly composed, with minimal consideration given to 
elements and 
principles of design.  The works are obviously direct copies of 
photographic 
sources or the work of other artists; no discernible student 
“voice.”

Attendance:

Class Participation is vital to your success in this class.  An open painting studio environment lends itself to learning from your peers as well as from your instructor.  Therefore attendance is mandatory for passing this course.  More than 3 absences will result in lowering your grade by one letter grade.  It is important that you arrive to class on-time and do not leave early unless there are circumstances you have discussed with the instructor.

Break:

We will be taking one official 15-minute break during class-time.

Clean-up:

Clean up will begin 15 minutes before class time ends.  It is essential that everyone does their part in keeping the room clean and disposes of materials properly.

Please do not talk on cell phones in the classroom.  If you need to take an emergency call, please dismiss yourself to the hallway.  Thank you,

If you need special assistance due to a disability, please let the instructor know so that arrangements can be made to accommodate you.
