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Reedley College

Syllabus

American Sign Language 1
Fall 2006
Instructor:  Stephanie Grant

Class Time:  Saturday 8AM – 11:50AM

Phone:  393-1056



Location:  SOC 31
Email:  sgrant@tmail.com
Course Objectives:

1. to understand and learn the basic principles of ASL

2. to analyze the grammatical structures and the basic lexicon of ASL

3. to develop basic conversational skills for communicating with Deaf children, youth, and adults.

4. to master the principles outlined in LEARNING AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE by Humphries and Padden.

5. to appreciate the cultural/historical background of ASL and the role it plays in the Deaf community.

6. to appreciate the growing influence of ASL on American mainstream society relative to the creative arts.

Students are expected:

· to have regular attendance and participate in class

· to complete all assignments from both texts

· to let the instructor know when something is not understood

· to leave voices/English outside of the classroom

Course Schedule
1. Introduction to ASL

a. Deaf Culture

b. The Deaf Community
c. Deaf Awareness

d. Cross-Cultural Communication

e. Development of Skill Comprehension

2. Introducing Oneself

3. Exchanging Personal Information

4. Talking about Surroundings

5. Telling Where you Live

6. Talking about your family

7. Telling about activities

8. Cumulative Review

ASL 1- Tentative Course Outline- Fall 2006
	Week
	Class Schedule
	At Home

	Week #1- August 19

	Deaf Culture Quiz
Introduce Unit 1

Start Conversation
	Signing Naturally – Unit 1

Begin reading FHPO


	Week #2 – August 26
	Review Unit 1

	Read FHPO

*Begin portfolio

	Week #3- September 2
	Quiz # 1 Unit 1
Introduce Unit 2 – Exchanging Personal Information
	Units 1 and 2
*Read FHPO
*Portfolio

	Week #4 – September 9
	Practice Conversation
Review Units 1 and 2


	Watch DVD Units 1 and 2
Read FHPO/Portfolio



	Week #5 – September 16
	Quiz # 2 (Units 1-2)

Introduce Unit 3 – Talking about Surroundings
	Watch DVD Units 1,2,3
Read FHPO/Portfolio

	Week #6 – September 23
	Continue Activities Units 1,2,3
	Review DVD

Continue FHPO/Portfolio

	Week #7 – September 30
	Quiz # 3 (Units 1,2,3)

Introduce Unit 4 – Telling Where you live
Practice Conversation


	Review DVD Units 1-4
Portfolio,Book FHPO

Review Midterm Conversation



	Week #8 – October 7
	Conversation Midterm
	Study first half of FHPO


	Week #9 – October 14
	FHPO Midterm –(1st half of book)
Continue Activities Units 1-4
	Review DVD Units 1-4
Read FHPO/Portfolio



	Week #10 – October 21
	Quiz #4 – Units 1,2,3,4
Introduce Unit 5 – Talking about your family
	*Read FHPO
*Portfolio

Review DVD

	Week #11 – November 4
	Continue Unit 5
Activities
	*Read FHPO

*Portfolio

Review DVD

	Week #12 – November 11
	Review Activities Units 1-5
Prepare for Final
	*Read FHPO

*Portfolio

Review DVD

	Week #13 – November 18
	Quiz # 5 – Units 1,2,3,4,5
	Study 2nd half of FHPO

	Week #14 – November 25

	Review Activities
Practice for Final
	Study 2nd half of FHPO

Portfolio

	Week #15 – December 2
	Cumulative Review
FHPO Final Exam (2nd half of book)
	Portfolio Due in my box December 6th by 5pm
Study for Final

	Week #16 – December 9 
	FINAL EXAM-Expressive Test

	Have a great holiday! Relax!


     The class material is comprehensive.  Each unit will incorporate Deaf Culture, Deaf Awareness, Cross-Cultural Communication, and Development of Skill comprehension.

Important Dates to Remember

September 1: Last day to register for full term Fall 2006 classes

September 1: Last day to drop to avoid a W on your records

October 13:  Last day to drop with a “W” on your record

October 7– Midterm Exam – Conversation
October 14 – Midterm Exam – FHPO – 1st half of book

November 25 – NO class – Thanksgiving Holiday
December 2 – FHPO Final Exam-2nd half of book

December 9 – ASL 1 Final Exam –Expressive Test
1. Exam dates are listed on the course schedule.  There are no make-up exams given.  Your lowest unit exam will automatically be dropped.

2. Policy for the Final Grade in the Class:

The student grades will be calculated objectively as follows

A. Class Participation - 20 pts
B. Class Attendance (16 classes X 5 points) 80 pts

C. Quizzes (5; drop lowest) 25 pts each
-100 pts

450-500     A

D. Midterm – (2 tests 50 pts each) 100 pts  


400-450     B


E. Portfolio – 100 pts

 



350-400     C

F. Final Examination – (2 tests 50 pts each) 100 pts                  300-350     D







 

            299-0         F

3. The following textbooks are required for the course.  They can be purchased at the Bookstore on campus.  Smith, Lentz & Mikos:  Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Level One, Dawn Sign Press, Berkeley, CA.  1988

Moore, Matthew & Levitan, Linda: For Hearing People Only, Deaf Life Perss.  Rochester, New York, 2003.
4. You are encouraged to see your instructor or email with any questions and concerns that you have.

CLASS Activities and Requirements

1. You are required to attend all classes since active participation is VITAL to the learning process and acquisition of the basic principles and cultural understanding of American Sign Language.

2. To facilitate the learning of ASL, you are NOT permitted to voice or speak in the classroom (as well as just before and after the class).  You will lose class participation points if this rule is not followed and you will jeopardize your own learning experience.  

3. You are not allowed to ask a classmate, during class, something you do not understand.  It is your responsibility to ask the instructor for clarification.  The instructor is your guide and here to help you!  Remember, you are training for your own independent association/communication within this ever-increasing Deaf population.

4. You are not expected to understand everything the first time you see sign/concepts/this language presented to you, although you are encouraged to keep trying and to watch and participate as often as possible.

5. Mistakes are an expected part of learning about this language and culture.  Therefore, please do not feel intimidated or afraid of making errors.

6. Remember ASL and English are two separate languages.  The vocabulary of signs will be taught in context, not isolation, since there are many signs in ASL that do not have English equivalents.

7. The most important thing you can do is relax.  Then, watch, practice and practice! Remember too, you usually get out of something as much as you put into it.

8. Wait until the instructor tells you when and which unit to read and view. Your timing in looking at the material is crucial to the success of each learning task.  Premature reading and viewing may frustrate your attempts to master this language.

9. TO increase your sensitivity towards and understanding of the Deaf community and Deaf culture you are encouraged to attend some of the Deaf Cultural events during the semester.

10. All students in my class are presumed honest.  Proof to the contrary (i.e. cheating or plagiarism) will result in a grade of zero.  Remember being honest:  Builds character, increases your personal worth, strengthens your integrity, and increases the value of your degree.

Electronic Devices – In order not to disrupt the class, please turn off all cellular phones, pagers, or any other electronic device that ring or might otherwise disturb the classroom environment before each class begins.

Strategies for Learning ASL

Please review very carefully the following excerpts from your text by Smith, Lentz and Mikos:

To increase your language learning in the classroom, develop the following habits:

1. Follow all conversations between the teacher and class, teacher and student, or student and student.

2. Focus on the signer’s face, not on the hands.  Do not break eye contact while in a signed conversation.

3. Develop active listening behaviors, i.e., nodding, responding with “huh?” “wow” “really?”  Your teacher may stop to repeat information because you do not nod to indicate you are following along.  This is not teacher/student behavior – it is cultural.  Listeners play very active roles in signed conversations.

4. Participate as much as possible by adding comments, agreeing or disagreeing, etc.  The more you participate, the more you will retain what you learn.  Do not worry about mistakes; They are part of the learning process.

5. Try not to worry about a sign you missed.  Work on getting the “gist” of the conversation.  If a particular sign occurs over and over, and you have not a clue to its meaning, then ask the teacher.  Try to avoid asking your classmate for a quick English translation. You would miss valuable communication experiences that can strengthen your comprehension skills.

6. Leave English (and your voice) outside the door.  Try not to translate in your head as you watch someone sign.  Do not worry about memorizing, as repetition and context will help you acquire the language.

7. Try to maintain a signing environment during class breaks, before class begins, and whenever Deaf people are present.

8. Try not to miss class, especially in the beginning.  Your class strives to form a language community; the cohesiveness of the group influences on the richness (or poverty) of the language exchange in the classroom.  Missing class makes it difficult to achieve a strong interactive environment.

Students with Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

ASL 1 – Portfolio


Your portfolio will be due on December 6, 2006.  You can create your portfolio in any way you want.  You can use modern technology or the “old fashion” cut and paste method.  You can add some of your own things, AS LONG AS YOU HAVE INCLUDED WHAT IS LISTED ON YOUR “CHECK LIST” below.  INCLUDE THIS CHECKLIST AS THE FIRST PAGE IN YOUR PORTFOLIO. Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  Start working on it now.

	1
	_______

5 points
	Write 1 page about your feelings and opinions about ASL at the beginning of the semester. What do you expect to learn?

	2
	______

5 points
	Write 1 page about what you have learned throughout the semester.  What impacted you about ASL? Explain your experience..

	3
	______

25 points
	You are to research 1 topic relating to Deaf Culture (with approval from the instructor first), and write at least 3 pages

	4
	_______

20 points
	2 movies will be shown during the semester relating to Deaf Culture.  You are to summarize each movie and write your opinions about each of the movies. What impacted you the most? What did you like or dislike? Why?  

	5
	_______

25 points
	Attend at least one Deaf event and socialize with Deaf people.  (You can check the website www.dhhsc.org and click on the calendar of events to see what events are scheduled during the semester).  Two pictures of the event need to be included in the portfolio.

	6
	_______

20 points
	Write at least 1 page about the Deaf event. Describe the event and tell about your experiences at the event.  Who did you socialize with?  How did it feel?  Was it a good experience?  


YOUR TOTAL POINTS: _________ = Letter Grade: _________              

                                                 100

