AGRICULTURE 24: EQUITATION

FALL 2006 – SECTION 54014

TUESDAYS 6 – 6:50 LECTURE

7 – 9:50 LAB

INSTRUCTOR: DANA HARRIS
PHONE: (559) 994 - 5966
EMAIL: dyharri@fresno.k12.ca.us
COURSE DESCRIPTION:


FUNDAMENTALS OF HORSEMANSHIP, EQUESTRIAN THEORY, RIDING PRACTICE, EQUIPMENT, TERMINOLOGY, BASIC CARE, SAFETY AROUND HORSES AND HORSE HAULING.  EMPHASIS ON RIDING SKILLS TO DEVELOP THE HORSE AND RIDER AS A UNIT.

OBJECTIVES & OUTCOMES:


UPON THE COMPLETION OF THE COURSE THE STUDENT WILL:

A. Understand the importance of safety precautions used around horses; both on the ground and while riding.  Each student will successfully pass the safety test with a 95% or above.

B. Demonstrate the proper way to catch, lead, groom, turnout, saddle and bridle a horse while implementing all safety precautions.
C. Have a working knowledge of common equitation terminology.
D. Understand correct conformation and its importance to the horse’s movement and performance.
E. Demonstrate the proper use of natural and artificial aids.
F. Have a working knowledge of collection, extension and lateral movement; each being demonstrated correctly and confidently.
G. Demonstrate safe presentation of obstacles to horses while on the ground and riding.

H. Have a working knowledge of bits and biting.

REQUIRED TEXT:  NONE
SUGGESTED READING:


CURRENT INDUSTRY MAGAZINES SUCH AS:




Equus




Horse & Rider




Performance Horse




Practical Horseman




Dressage Today




Breed Journals





AQHA





APHA





ApHA
REQUIRED MATERIAL:

· Boots are preferred, however, hard soled shoes with a 1” heel are acceptable upon instructor’s approval (tennis shoes specifically made for riding are acceptable).
· Long pants or breeches.  Students are not permitted to ride in shorts, capris or culottes.
· SEI riding helmets are required at all times while on a horse.
· Notebook or binder in order to organize lecture and discussion notes as well as handouts.
· Access to a computer with internet in order to receive email and log onto blackboard.
COURSEWORK/FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN:


CLASS PARTICIPATION *




10%


SAFETY TEST **





10%


LAB PARTICIPATION





60%


MID – TERM EXAM
 (OCTOBER 17TH )


10%


FINAL EXAM ( DECEMBER 12TH) 



10%
* Class participation encompasses reading assignments before coming to class, actively taking part in discussions and asking questions.  Arrival to class without notebook, binder, pen, pencil etc., in other words being unprepared will result in a deduction of daily participation points.  Tardiness also causes deduction in daily points.
** Each student will be required to pass a written safety test with a 95% or higher grade.
GRADING SCALE:



90 – 100%
A



80 – 89%
B



70 – 79%
C



60 – 9%

D



0 – 59%

F

ATTENDENCE POLICY:

· Roll is taken with in the first 10 minutes of every class meeting.
· Roll will be taken within the first 15 minutes of lab.
· Excused absences are defined as follows:


Instructor is notified at least 1 class meeting prior to expected absence.  Absences 


due to emergency will be excused as long as instructor receives a phone call or email 

explaining emergency.
· Excessive absences may result in the instructor dropping you from the course.
· Continued unpreparedness will result in the student being considered absent.

ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:

· It is your responsibility to stay informed as to any changes in the assignments, readings or exam dates.  If you miss a class meeting it is your responsibility, not the instructors, to make sure you are aware of any changes that have been made.  If you are to be absent, you should ask a responsible classmate for notes and to pick up any class related materials (assignment sheets, articles or handouts) for you.  Again it is your responsibility to be prepared for the next class meeting.

· It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this and/or any course.  Failure to do so may result in an “f” grade being awarded.  As an instructor, I have the option throughout the semester to drop a student.  A student not attending class regularly will be dropped.
· Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  A student will receive no credit for the assignment if in the opinion of the instructor the individual has cheated.

· All cell phones and pagers should be turned to vibrate or off prior to the start of class.  During lab cell phones and pagers should be left in your backpack, book bag or vehicle.  Cell phone and pagers around horses will not be tolerated.  Blatant disregard for this during lab will result in the student being dropped from the class.
· If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie., braile, large print, electronic text, etc.) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

IMPORTANT DATES:

	Last Day To Register Or Drop A Class W/O A "W"
	Friday September 1st

	Labor Day
	Monday September 4th

	Mid - Term Exam
	Tuesday October 17th

	Veterans Day
	Friday November 10th

	Thanksgiving Holidays
	TH-SAT November 23th - 25th

	Final Exam
	Tuesday December 12th

	Fall 2006 Semester Ends
	Friday December 15th


COURSE OUTLINE:


THE INSTRUCTOR WILL DETERMINE THE EXTENT IN WHICH EACH TOPIC IS PRESENTED AND DEVELOPED.

I. Saftey
A.  On The Ground
1. How To Properly Catch A Horse In A Stall, Pasture, Arena And 

Hot Walker Setting.
2.  Leading A Horse – Body Position And Proper Rope Handling.
3. Tying – Safety Knots (Slip & Bowline).
4.  Turnout.

5.  Grooming, Saddling And Briddling.
a. Types Of Grooming Equipment And Their Use.
b. Identification Of Western & English Saddle Parts.
c. Identification Of Western & English Briddle Parts.

B.  On The Horse
1. Proper Mounting & Dismounting Techniques.
2. Entering And Exiting The Arena.
3. Arena Etiquette.
II.  Conformation
A.   The Good & The Bad.


1.  What Is Ideal


2.  Common Conformation Faults
B.  Proper Movement


1.  Walk


2.  Jog Or Trot


3.  Lope Or Canter


4.  Collection & Extension


5.  Common Movement Faults
C.  Conformation – Effect On Performance.


1.  Blemish Or Unsoundness.
2.  Advantage Or Disadvantage.


III.  Natural Aids Vs. Artificial Aids



A.  Natural Aids




1.  What Are They.




2.  Proper Use.



B.  Artificial Aids




1.  What Are They.




2.  Proper Use & When To Use Them.


IV.  Lateral Movement



A.  Why Is It Needed.




1.  Flexible 




2.   Inflexible.



B.  Exercises To Increase Flexibility




1.  Turn On The Fore Hand.




2.  Turn On The Haunches.




3.  Side Pass.




4.  Leg Yield.




5.  Spirals.




6.  Boxes.


V.  Obstacles



A.  Use Of Obstacles.



B.  Why Introduce A Horse To Obstacles.



C.  Proper Presentation & safety Factors

