Reedley College

Agriculture, Natural Resources & Manufacturing Department

AG 2 - Agriculture Economics

INSTRUCTOR:

Bud West


OFFICE:

FEM 2
OFFICE HOURS:

M, T, W, TH - 11:00 am
TELEPHONE:

638-0361  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This class is designed to help students become more aware of the dynamic economic activities and considerations facing the agricultural industry.  It will present a survey of economic and marketing activities of agriculture stressing their important factors in today's production of food and fiber.

The Reedley College Farm will be used to illustrate economic concepts as appropriate. 

TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

1.  Introduction to Ag Economics

2.  Consumers and consumption

3.  Agricultural Systems 

4.  Concepts of Utility

5.  Concepts of Demand

6.  Concepts of Supply

7.  Price Determination

8.  Agricultural Marketing Channels

9.  Marketing Orders and Agreements

10. Farm Income Issues

11. General Trends in the U.S. and World Agriculture

REQUIRED MATERIALS:


Text:
Agricultural Economics and Agribusiness, by Gail Cramer and Clarence Jensen

Calculator

Ruler

Graph Paper (10 squares per inch)

EVALUATION:  (Approximate point value)
Term Report



  50 points 

90 - 100%
=  A

Quizzes




  50


80 -  89%
=  B

Homework



100


70 -  79%
=  C

Midterms (2)



200


60 -  69%
=  D

Comprehensive Final


100


Less

=  F

Total Points Possible


500

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire class session.  The only excused absences are those due to a school related activity or a requirement to appear in court.  Calling me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse you.  Four (4) absences may result in a drop from the course.  However, if you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Admissions and Records office or else possibly receive a grade of F.

Assignments: All assignments are due on the date as announced in class.  Assignments turned in late will lose 1/3 credit.  Assignments are graded on completeness, accuracy, and neatness. Being absent on the day the assignment is due does not entitle you to turn in the assignment for full credit
Important Dates: 

September 1, 2006 – Last day to add this classes

October 13, 2006 - Last day to drop this class and not receive a letter grade 

Final Exam: 
Tuesday, December 12, 2006,  8:00–9:50 am.

NOTE:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.  	








