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Speech 2 – Interpersonal Communication
Summer  2005
COURSE DESCRIPTION: You will learn practical, everyday strategies for communicating and interacting with those around you. Topics will include subjects such as perception, listening, conflict, family communication, assertiveness, gender communication, ethics, etc.  

INSTRUCTOR: Jennifer Graber-Peters

Office hours: by appointment

Phone: 638-3641 voice mail @ ext.3855

Email address: rcspeechtwo@yahoo.com
Last day to drop w/refund:



Final drop date: 

TEXT: DeVito, Joseph A. (2004) The Interpersonal Communication Book. 10th ed. New York: Longman.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance: is required. Excused absences require a physician’s verified medical excuse. Absences for any other reason may be discussed prior to class. It is your responsibility to notify me by phone or email if you will be absent and to make arrangements to get notes and/or turn in the days assignments. A grade of “0” will be assigned if you miss an assignment without an acceptable excuse. Work related excuses are not acceptable. 


More than 3 days of unexcused absences will result in a reduction of 2 participation points for each additional absence. Any student who misses more than 6 classes will be asked to drop the course.


DO NOT BE LATE. Excessive tardiness will result in a reduction of participation points from your final grade. 

Participation: In addition to attending class, you are expected to actively participate in all classroom activities and group discussions. Therefore, plan on arriving to class on time and remaining until class is dismissed. Class participation is essential in a course of this nature where we work in groups, pairs, etc. You are expected to listen to both the instructor and your fellow classmates. Rude behavior will not be tolerated. Furthermore, please turn off all phones and pagers for the class period.
Readings: You will be responsible for all of the readings assigned form the text. Daily reading assignments are posted on the class schedule and should be read before class.

Chapter Questions: : Due dates are posted on the calendar.  Read and answer all parts of the questions. You should explain your answers in your own words. Please avoid “yes” or “no” answers and do not retype the question. In other words, sound like a communication specialist – use the “jargon” and support your answers with concrete examples. If you want to paraphrase or quote, be sure to document properly. This is not just “busy work,” but an opportunity to apply what you have learned in the chapters. 

Cultural Artifact Project: This assignment has two parts; written and oral. For the written portion, you are to choose a cultural artifact and write a 2-3 page paper about it’s significance. You should discuss 1) how important your artifact is in describing who you are, 2) how it symbolizes your culture, and 3) what significance it has on your culture.  Your written report should be typed, double spaced and conform to APA or MLA format.  DO NOT use a question-answer format. Write this as you would any other paper (Introduction, Body, Conclusion, and a Reference section). 

The oral report is your opportunity to share your thoughts with the class in a safe environment. You will have approximately 2 minutes to do this. Further details will be given in class. 

 Term Paper: This assignment has two parts; written and oral. For the written portion, you will compose a 5-6 page paper which applies one of the concepts we are studying to a real life relationship or situation you are involved in.  Examples of communication concepts include Listening, Assertiveness, Conflict, Self Disclosure, Gender, etc. Your paper should have an Introduction, Body, and a Conclusion as well as a reference page. 

While exploring topic ideas, you may want to ask yourself several questions: What real life, interpersonal communication situation am I interested in exploring further? OR What is the one area we have studied in this course that is the most challenging for me? What does the research say about this issue? What related studies have been done and what was the outcome? How can I apply this information to my life? This is an opportunity to search for answers to a current problem you are having or a way to explain why an interpersonal relationship you are involved in is so successful.  

The oral report is your chance to present your hypotheses with the class. You will have approximately 4 minutes to do this. Further details will be given in class. 


Requirements:


*Your paper must be typed, double spaced and conform to either MLA or APA style. If you are unfamiliar with these paper styles, you may “google” the terms and find examples or ask the librarian if your campus has an example sheet (Reedley College does). Additionally, you must include (and cite) at least 4 references. In other words, refer to what others have said on the topic and be sure to document properly.  


*Use caution when quoting or paraphrasing. Plagiarism is a serious offense. If you plagiarize, you will receive and “F” on the assignment. Depending on the specific offense, you may also receive an “F” in the class, or worse, be expelled from the college. Please do not hesitate to ask if you need help in this area.


Grading: Papers will be graded using the following criteria:

1. Grammar, spelling, and overall readability of the paper. Be sure to have someone proofread your paper before turning it in.

2. Clarity and completeness of ideas. Papers should have an introduction, body and a conclusion with transitions which link your thoughts and ideas. 

3. Demonstrated knowledge of the communication concepts under investigation. Again, do not copy word for word from the text or any other source (this is plagiarism). Even if you paraphrase, you must give credit to the original author. Explain the concepts in your own words so anyone reading the paper can understand what you are talking about. Also, support with research and document properly.

4. Ability to “apply” the interpersonal communication concept(s) to a real life situation. Explain/define the communication concept and then give a real life example. In other words, “show” what this dimension looks like in a real relationship.
5. **NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED

Midterm: This exam will cover chapters 1-7and will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer type questions There may also be questions concerning the syllabus. See me if you have any questions.

Final Exam: This exam will cover chapters 8-14 and will consist of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer type questions. There may also be a question which incorporates information from the first exam (chapters 1-7).

Extra Credit: You may choose one or both of the following assignments. Remember, Extra Credit means “extra work and extra effort.” Absolutely NO late assignments will be accepted. There are NO exceptions.


Extra Credit #1 (p. 463, DeVito)





Due Date: July 18th

Select a specific relationship-oriented question and answer from an advice column in a 
newspaper or magazine. (** Please attach a copy of the column to your responses). Discuss 
the following issues:

1. Is the advice good? Bad? Is there any evidence to support the usefulness or validity of the answer given?

2. What relationship rule is the columnist using in answering this question?

3. To what other situations might this relationship rule apply?

4. What are the limitations of this rule? In other words, are there situations where this rule should not be used?

5. Can you identify any difficulties in applying the advice offered by the columnist? What additional advice would you give? Why? 


Extra Credit #2 (p. 460, DeVito)





Due Date: August 2nd

Find a greeting card or lyrics to a song that expresses a sentiment which is significant to the 
study of interpersonal relationships for any one of the following reasons:

1. It expresses a sentiment that can assist us in understanding interpersonal relationships.

2. It illustrates a concept or theory that is important in the study of interpersonal relationships.

3. It suggests a useful question concerning interpersonal relationships.

4. It illustrates a popular relationship problem or difficulty and/or a method of dealing with it.

Explain the relevance of the song or greeting card to the study of interpersonal communication; especially with regard to relationships. What principle(s) from our book does this song or card best express? (** Please attach a copy of the card to your answers).

This Course Could Change Your Life 
          “That’s a pretty bold statement, but almost every semester I hear someone tell me that taking this course has improved their marriage, helped them communicate better with their children, improved their business relations on the job, and in general simply helped them live a happier more fulfilled life.  Why?  Because this course is about relationships and especially about the glue that holds relationships together -- Communication.  Improve your interpersonal communication, you improve your relationships.  Improve your relationships and your improve your life.  That’s why this course, taken seriously can do more than simply fulfill a general education requirement.  It can change your life.”
~ Terri Main (Speech Instructor, Reedley College)

Assignment Breakdown and Grading Scale:
Chapter Discussion Questions –  210 pts. (15 pts. each chapter)

 

Cultural Artifact Project –  written report/40 pts; oral repport/10 pts.
Term Paper – written report/100 pts.; oral report/25 pts.

Midterm Exam – 50 pts.

Final Exam – 50 pts.
Participation – 15 pts.
A = 500+

B = 450-499
C = 400-399

D = 350-399
F = 349 -

 
GRADE TRACKING SHEET
I have provided you with this sheet so you can keep track of your grades as the semester progresses. By recording your grades on this sheet, you will always know what grade you are currently achieving. To figure out your grade, add up the total points possible at any given time and then multiply that number by 90%, 80%, 70%, and so on. Then add up your actual points and see where you fall on the grading scale. For example, if by mid semester there are 50 points possible, 90% (A) would be 45-50; 80% (B) would be 40-44;etc. If you had 42 points, you would be in the “B” range.

Assignments/points
Your Grade

Assignments/points
Your Grade
Chapter Questions (210 total)

Chapter 1 (15)
_____


Chapter 8 (15)

_____


Chapter 2 (15)
_____


Chapter 9 (15)

_____


Chapter 3 (15)
_____


Chapter 10 (15)

_____


Chapter 4 (15)
_____


Chapter 11 (15)

_____


Chapter 5 (15)
_____


Chapter 12 (15)

_____


Chapter 6 (15)
_____


Chapter 13 (15)

_____


Chapter 7 (15)
_____


Chapter 14 (15)

_____

Cultural Artifact (50)

_____



Midterm (50)

_____

(written/40;oral/10)
Term Paper (125)

_____



Final (50)

_____

(written/100;oral/25)









Participation (15)
_____
