POLITICAL SCIENCE 110—AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS


Instructor: STEVEN A. ELBERG, JD

Schedule #: XXXXX







Term: Summer 2005


Where & When: AG 15; MTWThF: 12:00-2:00 p.m.





email:elbergps05@hotmail.com[image: image1]
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
In this class, we will cover the basic structure and function of the American federal government with emphasis on the actual behavior of political institutions and participants. Topics to be covered include an examination of the three branches of the national government, the role and impact of interest groups and political parties, individual political behavior, and mass media.  This course meets the Reedley College government and Constitution requirement for the Associate’s degree.  However, it does not satisfy U.S. Constitution, national, state, or local government requirements for transfer students seeking a Bachelor’s degree. You will receive a course schedule outlining the chapters/readings and weekly assignments along with exam dates.

BASIS FOR EVALUATION: There will be five (5) exams, worth 100 points each. Each will be in a multiple-choice format and each will equal 20% of your course grade. There will be an exam each Friday. Since this is a five-week course, all students are expected to take their exams on the proper day and time.  Students who foresee difficulties with attendance or whose lifestyles are over-committed are encouraged strongly to take an alternative course offering instead.  

Please note: As a general rule, with the exceptions of medical emergency, incapacity, or a death in the family, make up exams will not be given.  Some official verification of the need to miss the exam will be required before a make-up exam is approved.  YOU SHOULD PLAN TO TAKE THE EXAMS ON THE SCHEDULED DATES or have a VERY COMPELLING REASON for missing one, and if at all possible, you should contact me before the exam regarding your absence.

REQUIRED TEXT: Wasserman, Gary, The Basics of American Politics, Eleventh Edition       

                           
(Pearson , Longman, Inc., 2000).

**Recommended: 
A collegiate dictionary.

A subscription/regular access to any reputable newspaper, news magazine or website.

(Alternative readings may be distributed on occasion, as needed.)

EXTRA CREDIT (Chapter Proficiency Assignments {CPA’s}):

For these assignments, students are asked to outline, graphically organize (“map”), “chart,” or in some other fashion demonstrate exposure to each chapter as assigned. All assignments must be typewritten. No handwritten assignments will be accepted. There will be five of these assignments, and each chapter outline submitted will be worth a maximum of five (5) points.  All materials are due at the beginning of class each Friday.  There will be no exceptions, and NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

PARTICIPATION AND CONDUCT:

An important part of the course is student participation.  It should be noted that one measure of your participation will be your ability to discuss current events as they apply to topics we are covering in class.  There are several credible and free news sources available on-line (i.e., The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, The Sacramento Bee, The Fresno Bee, MSNBC, CNN, Fox News, etc.), and the library subscribes to several newspapers and periodicals that you can read and review.  I strongly recommend that you read some news-based materials daily.  While no one will be forced to participate in class discussions, everyone is strongly encouraged to ask questions and offer input.  

A guaranteed way to lower your grade is to conduct yourself in an inappropriate manner in the classroom.  Those who wish to practice such inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and EC 760332).  

ATTENDANCE:  


Attendance is another measure of participation, as one cannot participate in discussions if one fails to attend class.  The message here is that it is unlikely that you will do well in the course if you fail to come to class regularly.  Perfect attendance is best, and more than six absences is too many.  Keep in mind that it is the policy of this college that an instructor may drop any student who has missed more than six hours of class.

READING ASSIGNMENTS:  

All reading assignments should be COMPLETED by the assigned date.  This will facilitate your learning the course material as well as class discussions.  Keep in mind, the readings and the lectures are intended to complement, not replace, one another.  Some material covered in the lectures will not be covered in the text: conversely, information in the text may not be addressed directly in class.  If you have questions on any of the material, ASK!!!  I want to help you learn about politics and government, but your questions may not be answered unless you ask them.  Also, always expect to answer questions in class based upon the assigned readings for that day, and you should expect a few unannounced short quizzes over the reading assignments—especially if it seems that few students are up to date.

Tentative Course Schedule:
· WEEK 1 (May 23 – May 27)

READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 1—What Is Politics?


ASSIGNMENT: Read the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights.

· EXAMINATION 1—Friday, May 27, 2005

· WEEK 2 (May 30 – June 3)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 2—The Constitution: Rules of the Game

· EXAMINATION 2—Friday, June 3, 2005

· WEEK 3 (June 6 – June 10)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 4—The Legislative Branch: Congress

· EXAMINATION 3—Friday, June 10, 2005

· WEEK 4 (June 13 – 17)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 3—The Executive Branch: The Presidency 

and the Bureaucracy

· EXAMINATION 4—Friday, June 17, 2005

WEEK 5 (June 20 – June 27)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 5—The Supreme Court and the Federal 

Court System


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA of chapter 5 due Monday, February 07

· EXAMINATION 5—Thursday, February 10, 2005

· WEEK 6 (February 14 – February 18)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 7—Voters and Political Parties


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA of chapter 7 due Monday, February 14

· EXAMINATION 6—Thursday, February 17, 2005

· WEEK 7 (February 21 – February 25)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 8—Interest Groups and the Media


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA of chapter 8 due Tuesday, February 22

· EXAMINATION 7—Thursday, February 24, 2005

· WEEK 8 (February 28 – March 04)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 6—Civil Rights and Liberties: Protecting the 

Players


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA of chapter 6 due Monday, February 28

· EXAMINATION 8—Thursday, March 03

· WEEK 9 (March 07 – March 11)


READINGS:



Wasserman, The Basics of American Politics, Chapter 9—Who Wins, Who Loses: Pluralism 

Versus Elitism


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA of chapter 9 due Monday, March 07

· FINAL EXAMINATION—Thursday, March 10
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