HISTORY 11
History of the United States to 1865
3 Credit hours

Instructor:   Doug Favelo




email: dfavelo@csufresno.edu

Office Hours: By appointment



phone: 559-227-5774
Class meets MTWF 12:30-2:00 p.m., room FRM 1
Required Text: American History, A Survey, Vol. I, Eleventh Edition, by Alan Brinkley
Prerequisites: None
Course Description


This class traces the history of the United States from the Colonial Era to the end of the Civil War.  Specifically, we will examine the political, ethnic, cultural, social, and economic evolution of the American people.
Course Assignments

· Examinations.  There will be three (3) examinations covering assigned readings and course lectures.  Each examination is worth 40 points.

· Term Paper.  Each student will complete a brief (four to six pages) term paper concerning a historical topic relevant to the class (must be approved by the instructor.  The paper counts for 100 points.


· History Notebook.  For this class, students must obtain a notebook or binder in which they will take notes of the class lectures.  The notebook is worth 80 points.

Course Outcomes
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. explain the main causes and impact of European exploration and colonization in the New World.

B. understand the origins of America’s distinctive political traditions and governmental institutions.

C. apply knowledge of American political and governmental institutions to current political debates.

D. identify the fundamental changes in American social structure and economy from pre-industrial times to the late 1800s.

E. describe the key trends and movements in American cultural, social, and intellectual life through 1877.

F. describe the causes and consequences of America’s foreign policy, wars, and its geographical expansion through 1877.

G. outline the causes of the Civil War, identify  key battles and prominent individuals associated with that struggle, and  explain the factors resulting in a Union victory.

H. identify the key events and impact of the Reconstruction Era in terms of its impact on African Americans and American politics.

I. describe the contributions, socio-economic conditions, and experiences of minority groups and women in American history to 1877.

J. compare and contrast important political, social, and economic events and individuals from the American past with current trends in American society.

Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is NOT to learn a bunch of facts in order to regurgitate them later.  History is not a compilation of numbers, figures, and headlines irrelevant to our own lives.  Rather, we want to examine the major themes and forces that have shaped the United States so that we can understand and know it better, and through this understanding shape our own world more effectively.  The topics and events covered in this class have a tremendous influence on our lives today!
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
explain the causes of European exploration in the New World.

B.
examine the development of political and governmental institutions in the United States up to the end of the Reconstruction Era in 1877.

C.
describe the evolution of the American economy from colonial times to the Reconstruction Era, focusing on the transition from pre-industrial to an increasingly industrial  and urban society.

D.
compare and contrast the trends and movements in American social, cultural, and intellectual life through 1877.

E.
examine the changes in America’s social structure from colonial times to 1877.

F.
evaluate the contributions, socio-economic conditions and experiences of minority groups in the history of the United States through 1877.

G.
identify the causes and consequences of the United States’ foreign policy, wars, and geographic expansion through 1877.

H.
analyze the political, economic, and social factors leading to the Civil War.

I.
examine the major battles of the Civil War and compare the relative strengths and weaknesses of the Union and Confederacy in determining the outcome of the Civil War.

J.
assess the consequences of the Reconstruction Era in terms of changes to the United States Constitution, effect on African Americans and race relations, impact on  southern states, and effect on the  American political system.

K.
analyze the factors present in post-Civil War America (resources, institutions, values, immigration, etc) which caused the United States to enter a period of rapid industrialization and modernization after 1865. 

L.
evaluate the importance of specific prominent persons, places, and events in United States history from colonial times through 1877.

Outcomes Assessment


Students will have achieved course objectives if they complete all exams and/or assignments with a cumulative average grade of C or better.

Evaluation and Grading


Due dates

Weight
Chapter Exams



Various

3 at 40 pts. = 120



Term paper




May 17

100

History Notebook



May 17

80






Total


300 pts.

Course grades will be based on the total number of points obtained by an individual as a percent of total points possible.  Additional points (up to 30) may be awarded at the end of the semester based on class participation.  At my discretion, I may offer extra credit.  Percentages: 100-90% of the possible points earned is an A, 89-80 B, 79-70 C, 69-60 D, 59 or lower is a failing grade.

Policies and Procedures

1. Failure to attend class on a regular basis will adversely affect your performance in this course. Students are limited to three (3) absences a semester.

2. There are NO MAKEUP EXAMS or assignments  of any kind for this course!  If you miss an exam, for whatever reason, there is no makeup exam.  There is NO exception to this rule.  Because of this, I drop one exam per person—the lowest scoring exam during the term (the exam dropped CANNOT be the final).  If you miss an exam, you will score zero on that exam, and that will be the score that will be dropped.
3. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind may result in a grade of “F” for the course.
4. Required reading should be completed before the corresponding lecture/discussion.
5. All grades are final unless an error in math had been made by the instructor.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust the course outline, scoring, grading, and content as needed.  Last day to drop the course is _Wednesday, July 15th, 2005_.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities


If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.
Course Outline

Week 1
Chapters 1-3




Week 2
Chapters 3-5










Test 1 chs. 1-4
No school: July 4th, Independence Day
Week 3
Chapter 5-7




Week 4
Chapters 8-10










Test 2 chs. 5-8
Week 5
Chapters 10-12



Week 6
Chapter 13-14








Friday:
Final chs. 9-14










Paper due
Due date for History notebook, extra credit, Research paper OR essays: _Friday, August 5th_
