
GEOGRAPHY 5
ENVIRIONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Summer 2005 Syllabus

Reedley College

Instructor:  Jennifer Gillespie 

Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 12 noon to 1:00 pm
E-mail:  ratherstormchase@yahoo.com

Course Objective

Welcome to Environmental Conditions!  The goal of this course is to introduce you to the fascinating world of weather, and provide you with a better understanding of why the atmosphere behaves as it does.  We will explore many topics including how weather works, cloud formation, severe storms, weather forecasting, climates, and El Nino.  Because weather is a science, great care will be taken to insure the material is presented clearly and interactively.  The course
 is designed to equip you with the skills to identify cloud types, weather patterns, and climates; interpret weather maps; 
 and make simple weather predictions.  One guest speaker will be scheduled.

Required Textbook and Materials:              Bring your book to class! 
· Lutgens, Frederick K. and Edward J, Tarbuck.  The Atmosphere:  An Introduction to Meteorology, Ninth Edition.  Upper saddle River, New Jersey:  Prentice Hall, 2004

· A set of colored pencils

Attendance
· Attendance will be taken daily as required by Board Policy 4118.1(b). 

· Attendance may be taken any time during the class hour. 

· Students are allowed 2 unexcused absences.                                                                                                                      3 unexcused absences (9 hours missed) = Dropped from the course
· Students with excellent attendance will be awarded bonus points at the end of the semester.
Communication is of utmost importance!!   

Ms. Gillespie will work with you if you keep her informed!

*At least a one week advance notice of absence is required to excuse that upcoming absence.  Such

 situations will be worked out on an individual basis.

*If you are ill, or have a family emergency, call Reedley College and leave a message for Ms. Gillespie or e-mail 
Ms. Gillespie. A doctor’s note or family note will be required to excuse the absence.  Such situations will be 

worked out on an individual basis.
Avoid leaving early! Leaving early = missed information; possibly being marked absent (unexcused absence);
                                                             possibly missing quizzes or assignments.                                                             
Avoid late arrivals!  Being late = class disruption, missed information; possibly missing quizzes or assignments.

If you are late: 

· Pick up any handouts you missed AFTER class. 

· Get any lecture notes you missed from your classmates AFTER class. 
Exams, Assignments, and Activities
No Scan-trons required.

· 1 midterm exam

· 1 final exam (comprehensive)

· Exam format: Multiple choice, true/false, define terms, fill-in, map or diagram exercises, short essay, matching.
· Study Guides will be issued for the Exams.  
· 2 Pop Quizzes will be given to help you stay on track.   ** Pop Quiz = surprise quiz!
· Quiz format:   Define terms, fill-in, true/false, multiple choice, matching.
· Assignments:  1 written assignment; 2 note taking assignments (on 1 video and 1 guest speaker presentation).

· Activities:  Outdoor observations (weather permitting), weather map activity; final exam review bonus point game.
No late assignments.  No make-up work or exams.  No extra credit assignments
Grading Scale

A   448 – 500      90 -100%


Exams (150 pts each)                                            300 pts

B   398 – 447      80 -  89%

             Quizzes (25 pts each)                                              50 pts

C   348 – 397      70 -  79%


Video/Guest Speaker Notes (25 pts per set)           50 pts

D   298 – 347      60 -  69%

             Written Assignment                                              100 pts

F       0 – 297         0 -  59%



Bonus Points for Excellent Attendance

0 absences, 0 early departures      5 pts

Final Exam Review Bonus Points Game 

Each student will have the opportunity to answer review questions worth 1 pt each.  

Each student is guaranteed 2 questions to start.

Assistance to Disabled Students
Please note:  “If you have a verified need for academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (ie: Braille, 
large print, electronic text, etc.) per American With Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.”

Academic Dishonesty

Cheating and Plagiarism incidences will be dealt with in accordance with Reedley College’s regulations.
· Cheating applies to all quizzes, exams and assignments.
Cheating includes:

· Copying a classmate’s answers during a quiz or exam 

· Copying a classmate’s assignment word for word.  All students whose written work is identical will receive zeros. 
· Cheating will result in a zero on the quiz, exam, or assignment at best.

· Plagiarism applies to all written assignments that require citing sources and/or interpreting source information in your own words.  

**Note:  You must write your own interpretation of all glossary/dictionary definitions you use for assignments        

               in this class.

Plagiarism results when:
· Sources are not properly cited. 
· The order of the source’s words/phrases is simply changed around.

· Source information is copied word for word (or copied and pasted from web source); or is copied word for word and not cited as a direct quote.  
· Note: Quoting an entire page or body of work will not be accepted.  You must write your own assignment.
· Plagiarized papers will receive zeros at best. 

**Be advised, it is possible to fail a college course if you cheat or plagiarize.**
Disruptive Conduct will not be tolerated
If you feel other students in class are disrupting your progress and opportunity to learn in Geography 5, you are encouraged to inform Ms. Gillespie after class or via e-mail so the situation can be resolved.
Disruptive Conduct includes:  

· Talking during the instructor’s lecture
· Bothering/distracting fellow students 
· Cell phones and pagers ringing

· Leaving and returning to the classroom during lecture 
· Late arrivals and early departures
*Disruptive Conduct will be dealt with in accordance with Reedley College’s policy.*
Special Concerns
· Turn off cell phones and pagers or set them to silent.
· Food and drinks are not allowed in the classroom.
· Please do not bring children to class.

Managing Geography Course Material

Your Most Important Resources
1. Your notes from class. 
2. Your textbook and at least one other book on the subject for cross-referencing. 
3. Your instructor for clarification. 
4. Find a tutor, study partner, or form a study group. 
  
Make The Material Your Own So It Will Stick 
1. Rewrite your notes (especially the messy parts) the same day you take them. 
2. DRAW your own rendition of the diagrams in color to clarify concepts! 
3. Write out your own glossary of terms.  Highlight the terms in color to separate them 
     from their definitions. 
4. Organize the material so that it’s easy to memorize (outlines, flash cards, etc.). 
5. Use mnemonic devices for memorizing related items. 
6. Shorter is better! Summarize and downsize the information for quicker memorization. 
7. Create a train:  Connect key words or elements to arrive at a final concept or process. 
8. Remember, there is always more than one way to explain something! 
  
How To Read The Chapters [Do the Steps In Order] 
Step 1:  First, read the chapter introductions and summaries if they are present. 

Step 2:  Next, observe the pictures, diagrams, maps, tables, and charts; and read the 
              captions (small summaries) below or next to them. 

Step 3:  Now, read the chapter from beginning to end.  Refer to items in Step 2 as 
              needed. 

Use Your Textbook 
1. Use your textbook to cross reference your class notes and fill in the gaps. 
2. Use the Glossary, Index, and Table of Contents to find things quickly. 
3. Pay attention to words in boldface print, and italicized words. 
4. Pay attention to diagrams, maps, tables, and charts; and re-read the captions below 
    or next to them. 
5. Do the chapter review questions if assigned, or for practice.                                                                                                                   6. Re-read the chapter introductions and summaries if they are present.

Geography 5 Tentative Course Itinerary

WEEK 1              Syllabus issued and class introduction.
Pioneers in Geography, Maps and Our Globe, Time Zones--Handout/Lecture;
Earth’s Atmosphere—Ch. 1

Earth-Sun relationship; energy; heat transfer; incoming solar radiation; Greenhouse Effect; energy budget—Ch. 2
Temperature—Ch. 3
WEEK 2           Pop Quiz #1 (Week 1 material)            Wednesday: Study Guide for Midterm Exam will be issued.
Moisture, Adiabatic Process, Atmospheric Stability—Ch. 4 (omit pages 110-113 for now)
Cloud formation and classification, Fog, Precipitation—Ch. 5 (hail will be discussed during Week 5) 
Outdoor observation (if clouds are present)   
WEEK 3          Monday: Midterm Exam (Weeks 1 and 2 material).  
Air pressure, isobars, wind, pressure levels, surface winds, cyclonic flow, convergence and divergence—Ch. 6 

Local winds, Global Circulation, Jet Streams, Permanent and Semi-Permanent pressure systems, monsoon,                ocean currents—Ch. 7

Video —Note taking assignment 25 pts.
WEEK 4         Monday: Written Assignment issued.                        Wednesday:  Final Exam Study Guide issued.

Air Masses—Ch. 8
Lifting Mechanisms—Ch. 4 (pages 110-113)

Fronts, weather symbols, Mid-latitude Cyclones (review Ch. 6 topics), influence of the Jet Stream—Ch. 9

Intro to weather maps—Pages 341-343
WEEK 5       Pop Quiz #2 (Weeks 3 and 4 material)
Thunderstorms, supercells, lightning and thunder, hail, tornadoes, watches and warnings, Doppler radar—Ch. 10

Hurricanes: formation, structure, intensity and destruction, tracking hurricanes, watches and warnings—Ch. 11

Guest Speaker on forecasting—Note taking assignment 25 pts
WEEK 6      Monday: Written Assignment Due.                             Wednesday:  Final Exam (All material)
World Climates (recall topics in Ch. 7)—Ch. 12 and Handout
Weather map activity and Final Exam Review Bonus Point Game

