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Course Description

English 125 is designed to prepare you for the 1A class. You will learn how to summarize and interpret reading material and respond to it in a critical and thoughtful manner through your writing. 

You will learn how to develop topics and thesis statements, support your claims with evidence, and organize and revise your writing.  

Required texts: Patterns for College Writing, 9th edition, Laurie G. Kriszner and Stephen R. Mandell


          Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage, 3rd edition, Larry Beason and Mark Lester

Course Policies

Attendance:

Class discussions and in-class assignments make up a large part of the class structure. Therefore, attending class is essential. Two absences will be allowed without penalty. Three to five absences will result in a loss of participation points. More than five absences may cause you to be dropped from the class. Two tardies will equal one absence.

Grading:

Your final grade will be determined by the quality of work and the level of participation exhibited in class. The five major essays combined will account for approximately 80% of your grade. The remaining 20% of your final grade will be determined by participation, and short in-class/out-of-class assignments. The grading scale is as follows:


A – 90-100%


B – 80-89%


C – 70-79%


D – 60-69%


F – 0-59% 

Late Papers:

Late papers will be accepted. However, your grade on the paper will be dropped a half grade for every class day that it is late. 

Expectations 

We will have five major essays due for this class. These are considered formal essays; therefore, they need to be typed and proof read before they are turned in. The smaller assignments will focus on individual lessons, ranging from grammar exercises to responding to a variety of texts. Although these are informal exercises, they are still worth points and can affect your overall grade. One day a week, we will be in the lab (INC 1) and this time will be used to work on your essays. Make sure you are prepared. Bring your disk(s) and your notes or handwritten drafts. Do not use this time to browse the internet. If you are not prepared to work on these days, you may be asked to leave the class. I may also ask you to leave if you are being disruptive during lecture days when either I am lecturing or we are having class discussions.

Plagiarism Policy

If you are caught using someone’s else work and submitting it as your own, you will receive a zero for that assignment. You may also fail the class as a result.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Instructor’s Note: The instructor reserves the right to make any changes to the syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.
