Biology 1 
Principles of Biology

Summer 2005


Syllabus

Instructor: Jean Unruh (Office Hours: Daily 11-12, LFS11; 638-3641 VM# 3961; email junruh@scccd.org)

Textbook:
Raven, Johnson, Losos, & Singer, Biology, 7th edition. 2005.

Lab Manual:
R. Elizondo, Biology: Biology 1 Lab Manual.

Course Objectives:
1. To become familiar with basic principles of biology:



a. Cell theory
c. Metabolism & Unity of Life



b. DNA & Gene Theory of Inheritance
d. Evolutionary Change & Diversity of Life

2. Study the structure and function of various life forms and in particular human body systems. 

3. Become aware of the diversity of life and become familiar with hierarchical schemes of biological organization and taxonomy.

4. Be able to recognize and identify different animals and plants through the use of lab specimens, slides, overheads, and models.

5. To study ecology and discuss environmental concerns.

Grading:

Lecture:
60%

Lecture Exams (100 points each x 3)
300 points
30 %
A = 90 – 100

Final Exam (150 points)
150 points
15 %
B = 80 – 89

Quizzes (11 x 10 points each, drop 1)
100 points
10 %
C = 70 – 79

Participation (50 points, lecture & lab)
50 points
5 %
D = 60 – 69

Lab:
40%



F = less than 60

Lab Exams (80 points each x 3)
240 points
24 %


Lab Reports (10 points each x 14)
140 points
14 %


Lab Activities (5 points each x 4)
20 points
2 %

Approximate Total Points
1000 points
100 %

Labs and additional activities turned in late will have points deducted.  Lab reports will be due at the end of the lab.
Sometimes a student's grade will fall on the borderline, for example, 89.5%.  I reserve the right to place that grade above the line if I feel it is warranted.  The criteria used to make this judgement are a steady increase in scores, performance and participation in lab, and attendance in lecture and lab.

Absences and Tardiness:
You are expected to attend all class sessions.  Two absences will put you in jeopardy and you will be considered for being dropped from the class; three absences and you will be dropped from the class.  There are no excused absences.  If you are seriously ill or have a major emergency, call the switchboard (638-3641) and leave a message in my voice mail.  Tardiness is a partial absence and three times being tardy will be treated as an absence.  Failure to progress (poor grades or not turning in assignments) is also grounds for dismissal from the class.

If you have a documented disability or other concerns, please let me know. Appropriate accommodations will be provided for you.


Cell Phones: Cell phones that are used or go off in class will be confiscated until the end of the class hour.

