
Oral Interpretation of Literature

Instructor: Terri Main

Office Hours: MWF 2:00 p.m.

Office: A-3

Phone:638-3641 x 3404

E-Mail: webservant2003@yahoo.com
Textbook: Roles in Interpretation by Yorden

Through this class you will gain a new appreciation of literature as you learn how to share drama, fiction, nonfiction, poetry and children’s literature with an audience.  This type of performance is called Oral Interpretation because you first gain a deep understanding of the literature and then you use your body and voice to convey that understanding to an audience.  No two persons approaching the same literature will ever interpret the same piece of literature exactly alike.  Thus, each Oral Interpretive performance is uniquely individual.  It is as individual as each person’s own enjoyment of the literature.  I trust that your enjoyment of literature deepens over this semester.

In this class you will learn:

· How to understand various types of literature through close critical study

· How to select materials for public performance

· How to combine different types of literature to develop a complete program

· How to create introductions and transitions for your programs

· How to control your voice and breathing in order to adequately convey the emotional impact of your materials.

Assignments and Grading

Exercises  100 points

Literary Analysis Papers (2) 100

Listening Reports (4) 100 

Outlines 100 points

Poetry Program 100 Points

Fiction Program 100 Points

Story Telling 100 Points

Reader’s Theater 100 Points

Total Points 700
Grading Scale

A=720-800
B=640-719
C=560-639
D=480-559
F=Under 480
Extra Credit

Okay, for all you obsessive-compulsive types, I do allow you to earn up to 75 points of extra credit in this course.  (Although, I wonder why I make this offer, the ones who really need the extra credit rarely do it, and the ones that don't need it overload my box with it.)

You may complete three additional listening reports for up to 25 points each for extra credit. 
. 

Attendance:

I’ll give you 3 free days to miss without penalty.  Past that I reserve the right to drop you from the class.  So, if there is a reasonable reason why you can’t make it to class let me know.
Also for the attendance to count, you must be in your seat (paying attention) no later than ten minutes after the start of class.  If you leave more than 15 minutes before the end of class you will lose the attendance points for that day.  

Now I am not unreasonable, I do understand that there are reasons why one might miss class.  So here are some acceptable and unacceptable reasons.

Valid Excuses:

1. Death in the family. (And remember I can count. I'll allow two grandmothers, after that I get suspicious)

2. Personal illness. (And if it's contagious, just call, don't come to class to tell me in person.)

3. Auto accidents, car troubles, etc. (But please if you have an accident a week, you might consider walking to school.)

4. Family emergencies. (If you have more than three children, let me know so I can determine the full extent of the epidemic)

5. Giving Birth. (No comment necessary)

Invalid Excuses:

1. Too tired. (Aren't we all)

2. Had to clean my house. (I don't have time to clean mine, why should you clean yours)

3. Wanted to leave early for Thanksgiving. (Why? Afraid they'd run out of food.)

4. Came back late from Spring Break (I see you found the food was plentiful)

5. Had to study for an important class. (And this isn't)

6. Anything that implies you were having more fun than the rest of us.
Chapter Outlines
You are required to outline the chapters listed below.  You will submit them to me using Blackboard.  . 

Now, to outline a chapter begin by identifying the main points in the chapter.  These are usually easy to find because they are often the main headings in the chapter.  Then identify the subpoints, which are often secondary headings, and then the minor points which you can distill from the text itself.  Outlines less than 150 words in length are generally too short, but there is no upper limit on the outline. 
Use Standard outline format using Roman Numerals, Capital Letters and Arabic Numerals like this:

I. Main Point


A. Sub-point 1



1. Minor Point



2. Minor Point


B. Sub-point 2



1. Minor Point



2. Minor Point


C. Sub-point 3

Due Dates
Chapters 1-3  August 31
Chapters 4-6 September 30
Chapters 7-10 October 31
Submitting Your Papers through the Drop Box
1. From the Welcome screen click on “Tools”

2. Click on Digital Drop Box

3. Click the  button marked “Send File.”

4. Click the button marked “Browse” 

5. From the box that appears on the screen find the file you want to send.  Note: You have to have a file saved either on your computer or on a disk to do this.  That file must  be either in MS-Word, rich-text or plain text formats. No other formats are allowed.
6. Click on the file name.

7. Click OK

8. In the box marked “Title” identify your file this way

 ‘Your Name – Assignment’ (For instance: Terri Main – Book Review)

9. Click submit.

You will be taken to a page verifying the receipt of your paper.  Print out a copy of this page for your records.  You will also have a copy of the paper saved in your own drop box along with the date and time submitted. 

Drop Box Tips
1. Be sure you click the button marked “Send File” and not the one marked “Add File” when sending a paper to me.  “Add File” merely saves a copy of the file in your drop box, but does not send it to me.  You can tell if your paper was “Added” instead of “Sent” because in the drop box under the name of the paper will be a line which says “posted by____” and the date.  If the file has been sent it will read “submitted by ___” and the date.  This is the most common reason for a paper failing to reach me. 

2. Use the drop box to save back up copies of uncompleted work.  For security, save a copy of your work on disk, but also add a copy to your drop box.  Just click “Add File” and that will save a copy of your work on the Blackboard servers without sending it to me.  That way if you lose your floppy or you crash your hard drive, you have a back up of your work.  

3. Don’t try to paste your file into the comments section.  Some people do this.  It doesn’t work.  It will only hold about 200 words of copy. 

Getting in Touch

I try to be available to students, even when we don’t meet in person.  Here are the basic contact options. 

Email

This is your best option most of the time.  I check email several times a day and try to answer student email as quickly as possible.  You can usually expect a 24 hour or less turn around. 

To expedite matters, I would like you to include the word student in the subject line of your email.  For instance, “Student Question about the Term Paper.”  I have my email program set up to send all student email to a special file which I check first.  Also, make the subject line specific.  Instead of a subject line like “Your student,” use “Student needs help with book review.”  

If you are emailing me through the Blackboard system, be sure your profile includes an email address.  If it doesn’t, I can’t respond.  Also, be sure you include your name in your email if you expect me to check on something related to your grade or assignments.  Email addresses are not always helpful.  Like my email address of webservant2003@yahoo.com . If I didn’t sign my name you wouldn’t know who I am. It is also helpful to give me the section number since I have several online or web assisted classes. 

One of the first things you should do is set up your email address on Blackboard.  You should do that this week. Here’s how:

1. Click on Tools

2. Click on Personal Information

3. Click on Edit Personal Information

4. Enter your email address in the proper box

5. Scroll to the bottom of the page and click “Submit.”

Instant Messaging

You can instant message me online using Yahoo! Messenger.  My ID is webservant2003 .  If I am online, I will respond.  However, please identify yourself as a student.  If I’m busy, I may ignore people who just want to chat, but I don’t ignore my students.  

Virtual Office Hours
I will be keeping online office hours this term.  I will be available online Tuesday evenings 8-9.  You can contact me by Yahoo! Messenger, AIM Messenger or MSN Messenger.  

On Campus Office Hours

My office hours are Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 11 a.m.  But I have other hours available for appointments.

Phone

Office number is (559)638-3641 Ext. 3404 

However, this summer I will be checking my phone messages infrequently (once or twice a week at most) so you will be more likely to get a faster response by email. 

 Classroom Decorum

I shouldn’t even have to deal with this considering that we are all supposedly mature adults who have been taught common courtesy by our parents and the school system.  However, for those who still have not discovered how to behave in public, we will go over the rules.

1. When someone else is speaking in class you Shut Up!!!  This means that you cease any conversations you may be having with your best friend, study partner, husband, wife, sister, brother, lover or stranger sitting next to, behind, or in front of you. In fact, stop talking to yourself.  Have I covered all contingencies?  Fine!  If this rule is not followed I will on first offense call you down publicly, on second offense your attendance points will be taken, on third offense I will deduct ten points from your total points, beyond three offenses I reserve the right to have you removed from class. 

2. Don’t study for another class in this one.  Even if the class is boring, it is extremely rude to me or to any of the other speakers if you are reading a textbook or doing homework for another class.  I will tell you to close the book and make every attempt to embarrass you completely if you do this.  If that doesn’t work, the same penalties as for talking in class will apply.

3. We live in a wonderful world of technology where we can be in constant touch with anybody, anywhere in the world, and they can get in touch with us via pagers and cell phones.  Consider this class a technological throwback in this regard.  Turn off all pagers and cell phones before entering class.  If you are paged or your phone rings, you’re attendance points will be taken away for the day, and you will receive a 5 point deduction from any other grade you may have received that day.

4. Take off your  hat before speaking.  Actually, you should remove caps and hats when you walk into a room, it is only common courtesy, but since courtesy is less common than it used to be, I won’t go that far, but when you speak...lose the hat.  If you do not, then you will receive a five point deduction on your speech.  This includes cherished speeches, group exercises and PowerPoint presentations.

5. Do not plagiarize.  This means taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own.  In the past two years I have received no less than five copies of the same analysis of Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” speech.  Even the same words are misspelled.  I give an “F” on any assignment clearly plagiarized.  If you plagiarize two assignments I will flunk you in the course. 

6. Arrive on time and stay in class.  I sometimes wonder how some of my students will fare in the business and professional world when they constantly arrive 15 or 20 minutes late and decide to leave 15 or 20 minutes early from class.  I have already laid out the rules for attendance but let’s reaffirm them here.  Attendance means being in your seat on time and staying in that seat until I say class is over.  Anything less does not count.

7. Clean up your mess.  Okay, sometimes our demonstration speeches are messy.  If that is the case with yours bring a cloth or papers or some other way to protect the furniture and the floors.  Failure to do so will reflect on your speech grade.

8. The instructor is absolute dictator in this classroom.  In regards to your classroom conduct what I say goes. If you don’t like what I tell you to do, then you have two choices: agree (and grumble to your friends in the cafeteria) or drop which will free up more time for speeches.  Of course, if you act in a courteous manner, then you will find me a benevolent despot.


