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Spring 2005


Psychology 2 - General Psychology

Instructor:

Todd Martinez, Ph.D.

Office:


Humanities Building – Room 51 (next to the Tutorial Center)

Phone:

638-3641, ext. 3648

E-mail:

todd.martinez@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:

M-F
2-3pm

Required Text:

Weiten, W. (2005). Psychology: Themes and Variations (6th edition). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Copies of the textbook are on reserve in the library. They can be checked out for two hours, and must stay in the library.

Course Objectives:

This course is designed provide you with:

· an opportunity to develop your critical thinking skills

· an overview of the field of psychology, including its historical roots, major theories, research findings, and current issues within the field

· an understanding of how psychological research is conducted and how psychological research is applied in everyday life

· an appreciation for the value of applying the scientific method to the study of human behavior

Course Assignments:
Your grade in the course will reflect your performance on the following assignments.

Exams

(five worth 100 points each)
=
500 points

Homework
(five worth 20 points each)
=
100 points
Quizzes
(five worth 15 points each)
=
  75 points
Paper

(one worth 135 points)
=
135 points
Participation




=
  90 points


TOTAL POINTS



=
900 points

Course Grading Scale:


The total number of points you earn determines your grade.

A
=
805 – 900 points

B
=
715 – 804 points

C
=
625 – 714 points

D
=
535 – 624 points

F
=
    0 – 534 points

District Accommodation Policy:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or material in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS INFORMATION

EXAMS
Every exam will count toward your overall course grade. You will need to buy five Scantron Forms 886-E, one for each exam.

The dates of the exams are listed on the course calendar sheet. You are expected to take the exams, including the final exam, on the scheduled exam dates.

Making Up Missed Exams
You can only make up one missed exam.

It is YOUR responsibility to notify me at least one week in advance when you have a valid conflict with the scheduled exam date.
If a make-up exam is allowed, the exam must be taken within two class meetings after the scheduled exam date.
If you fail to notify me about a potential valid conflict in advance and if you cannot document the reason for your absence in writing, you cannot take a make-up exam.

Sometimes significant unexpected things happen at the last minute that make you miss an exam and you can’t give me prior notice. In those instances, notify me as soon as is reasonably possible by phoning or e-mailing me.
To be able to take a make-up exam you must verify in writing the required school activity, serious illness or injury, auto problem, death in the family, etc.
You should be prepared to take the exam immediately upon your return to school.

If you do not verify the reason for your absence in writing, you cannot take the make-up exam.
QUIZZES
Every quiz will count toward your overall course grade. For the quizzes all you will need is a blank piece of paper and a pen or pencil.

Quizzes will be announced at least two class meetings ahead of time. They will be given during the first 10 minutes of class.

Making Up Missed Quizzes
The make-up policy for quizzes is the same as the make-up policy for exams. If you miss a quiz, it is your responsibility to let me know. Missed quizzes must be made up within two class meetings.

Make-up quizzes will not be the same as the quizzes given in class.
HOMEWORK
Every homework assignment will count toward your overall course grade. Homework assignments will be based on the text reading.
PAPER
For this course you will write one, four-page, properly formatted term paper on a topic of your choice. There are three parts to my term paper assignment: a) topic description; b) source summaries and outline; and c) the term paper itself. 

All parts of the term paper are mandatory. If you fail to turn in any part of the paper assignment, you will earn a zero on the term paper assignment.

TURNING IN HOMEWORK AND PAPER ASSIGNMENTS
The entirety of all work turned in for earned credit must be your original work.
All assignments must be typed or computer generated, and must be properly formatted. Points will be deducted for improperly formatted assignments.

You will receive five bonus points if you turn in every homework and term paper assignment on time.

You must turn in a paper copy of your assignment in class on the assignment due date in order to be considered on time and get maximum credit on your assignments.
Assignments turned in after class ends on the due date will be considered late, so don’t miss class to finish the assignment.
I will not accept assignments that are:
· put in my mailbox by you or anyone else

· given to student services, nurse’s offices, counseling department, etc. to be delivered to me
· given to the administration building receptionists to be put in my box

· given to any other faculty member (including my office mate) to be delivered to me

· put on or under my office door

· in any other way that does not involve a direct exchange between you (or your proxy) and me

Late Assignment Policy
You will be allowed to turn in (for reduced credit) one, and only one, late assignment.
I will deduct 25% of the possible points from the score you earn on the assignment.
Late assignments must be turned in within two days (not two class meetings) following the due date.
Once you turn in one assignment late, every subsequent assignment must be turned in on time or I will not accept it and you will earn a zero on the assignment. 

If you know you are going to be absent on the day an assignment is due, you should tell me in advance and either:

1. Turn in the assignment early to me personally.

2. Arrange to have someone deliver your homework to me (that means put it in my hand) before or during the time that our class meets.

If you face unforeseen circumstances and can’t make it to class on the day an assignment is due, notify me as soon as possible. Then, you have three options:

1. Arrange to have someone deliver your homework to me (that means put it in my hand) before or during the time that our class meets.

2. At your own risk, e-mail the assignment to me as an attachment before the class meets. I will not be responsible for technological failures.

3. Use your one chance to turn in an assignment late.

PARTICIPATION

Your active participation in this course is expected and required. You can’t participate if you are not in class, so attendance will be taken each class period.

It is your responsibility to make sure you sign the attendance sheet when you enter the classroom. This is how I monitor attendance, so make sure you sign in every day.
Participation Points
There is a total of 90 participation points for you to earn. Beginning in the second week of the semester, you will earn participation points for every class meeting you attend.

   MWF classes:  2 points per class meeting     TTH classes:  2.8125 points per meeting

If you are more than five minutes late to class or if you leave class early, you will lose your participation points for that day.

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed and to pick up any handouts or assignments that might have been distributed on the day of your absence. Failure to pick up an assignment does not excuse you from turning the assignment in on time.

You will be awarded five bonus points if you have no more than two unexcused absences at the end of the semester.

For my courses, excused absences (verification required) are limited to: a) school functions that you are required to attend; b) jury duty or other court-related obligations; c) military service; d) medical procedures (e.g., emergency hospitalization, surgery, and childbirth). In all other cases, an absence is an absence is an absence. 
It is my policy that if you have excessive unexcused absences during the first nine weeks of the semester, I will drop you from the course.

T-Th courses:  4 absences


M-W-F courses:  6 absences
STUDENT CONDUCT
The State Center Community College District has detailed policies regarding student conduct (see handout). The district and I expect your behavior to conform to the criteria established to guarantee the smooth functioning of the institution.
Disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated. Examples of disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior include, but are not limited to:
· talking when I or someone else is addressing the class

· inappropriate/insulting comments or questions

· inappropriately touching another student

· sleeping

· cell phone or pager use

My Response to Disruptive and/or Disrespectful Behavior(s)

1. Request/warning to stop behavior
2. Second request/warning + loss of participation points for day

3. Third request/warning + loss of participation points for the day + loss of five additional points

4. Removal from class

5. Repeated incidents will be dealt with in accordance with Board Policy 5410, including possible expulsion from the course.

