REEDLEY COLLEGE

POLSCI 2: American Government
Term: Spring, 2005 -9 weeks

nh 2:00-4:5Opm
Instructor: Ms. Usa Solomon

E-mail: solomonl@scccd.org

Course Description: Analysis of political and judicial institutions and processes, political ideology, political economy, civil rights, California state and local government. By the conclusion of the term, students should be able to understand the process and issues of the various levels of government.

Text:
Keeping the Republic, 2~ edition. Available at the Reedley College Bookstore. Additional readings/articles may be presented or assigned by the Instructor as

deemed relevant.

Exams: There will be two quizzes, a midterm exam and the final exam. Study guides will be available the week before the exam is scheduled. The quizzes will be a combination of identification and short essay; the midterm and final will be essay in nature, and blue books will be required. All exams will be based on the text, any additional readings, lectures and videos. Any student caught cheating on a quiz or exam will receive an “F” for that quiz or exam, and no make-up will be allowed.

Wiiiing Requirement Students will be required to complete an opinion paper of five to seven pages on a national or state event That has left either a positive or negative impact (or both) on our political system. A list of suggested topics is attached to this syllabus, or you may choose one of your own. A study guide for the paper will be provided by the Instructor. Papers turned in after the due date will be penalized.

Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own. Any paper or exam found to contain plagiarized material will be returned with an “F” and no substitute paper will be accepted.

GradIng:
The course maximum is 450 points, based on the following:


Attendance/discussion/participation
50 points


Quizzes (two @25 points each)
50 points


Midterm exam
75 points


Opinion paper
125 points


Final exam
150 points

Extra credit projects may be available at the Instructor’s discretion. Letter grades will be awarded based on the following:


A361-450
C=181~270
F=0-90


B=271-360
0= 91-180

Miscellaneous: Attendance is strongly encouraged, especially since the course will lay a foundation of processes before moving to more relevant issues, and absences can leave gaps that cannot be easily filled. While participation in classroom discussions is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged; participation depends on attendance and,

as noted above, can affect your final grade. At all times, your questions are encouraged and welcomed. Please remember that campus policy is that an instructor may drop any student who has missed more than six (6) hours of class. To satisfy the school’s requirements, attendance will be taken on a regular basis. If a problem arises, such as transportation difficulties or an illness, please notify the instructor.

Students who practice inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, per Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy.

Please make every effort to be in the room and ready at the starting time. Being late may be beyond a student’s control; if you are late, please attempt to enter the room as quietly as possible to avoid disrupting the class. If you know that you are going to have to miss a class or leave a class early for an appointment, the appropriate thing to do is notify the Instructor in advance.

Please make sure that all pagers and/or cell phones are turned off during class.

Course overview, Introduction (chap. 1)

Early culture and politics (chaps. 2 & 3; c 2)

Opinion paper guide available

NO CLASS - Spring Break

Federalism, the branches (chaps. 4, 7, 8 & 10; c 6-8)

Opinion paper topics due March 29

QuIz #1 (first 45 minutes)

Bureaucracy (chap. 9)

Public
opinion, the media (chaps. 11 & 15; c 3) Midterm exam study guide available

Political parties (chap. 12: c 4)

Interest groups, campaigns and elections (chaps. 13 & 14: c

4)

Midterm exam (first 75 minutes)

Counties and cities

Agencies and special districts

Domestic and economic policy

Foreign policy (chap. 17)

QuIz #2 (first 45 minutes)

Civil liberties (chap. 5)

Civil liberties and civil rights (chaps. 5 & 6) Final exam study guide available May 12

Final exam 2:0O-3:5Opm

Assigned readings are to be done before class. Schedule (subject to change):

Mar. 15

Mar.17

Mar. 22 & 24

Mar.29 & 31

Apr. 05

Apr. 07

Apr.12

Apr. 14

Apr. 19

Apr.

Apr.

Apr.

May

21

26

28

03

May 05& 12

Pa~ ckj~ (chap. 16)

May 19

SUGGESTED PAPER TOPICS

Prohibition
Term limits

Affirmative action
Desegregation

NAFTA
Tonkin Gulf Resolution

Title IX (more than sports)
Watergate

1 5th Amendment
McCarthy hearings

Initiatives and referendums
19th Amendment

Proposition 13
Redistricting/gerrymandering

“Roe v Wade”
3/5 Compromise

“Brown v the Board of Education”
Freedom of speech

School Vouchers
Proposition 187

Proposition 209
Women in the military

A woman president
School prayer

Capital punishment
Bilingual education

2~ Amendment
Gays in the military

26th Amendment
The budget process

