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                 AMERICAN    GOVERNMENT     72549

REEDLEY  COLLEGE                               E-MAIL : DISHCHEKAN@COMCAST.NET
“D”- DISHIAN                                           SPRING  SEMESTER – 2005

COURSE  OUTLINE: TO  STUDY , ANALYZE , AND  IMPARTIALLY  EVALUATE  THE  ORIGINS , GROWTH  AND  DEVELOPEMENT  OF  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  TRADITIONS  THAT  REFLECT  AMERICAN  POLITICAL  THOUGHT.   THE CONSTITUTION  WILL  PROVIDE  THE  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  COURSE  STUDY.   THE  CLASS  WILL  FOCUS ,  QUITE  HEAVILY ,  UPON  THE  AMERICAN  PRESIDENCY  AND  PRESIDENTIAL  PERSONALITIES  DUE  TO  THE  UNIQUE  NATURE  OF  THE  OFFICE.

THE  CLASS  IS  DESIGNED  AND  INTENDED  TO  BE  A  COMBINATION  OF  BOTH  LECTURE/DISCUSSION  AND  CLASS  PARTICIPATION.   APPROPRIATE  CLASS PARTICIPATION  MAY  BE  VITAL  TO  STUDENTS  GRADE.

TEXT:  BARBOUR , CHRISTINE , GERALD  C.  WRIGHT  AND  JOHN  L.  KOREY.  KEEPING  THE  REPUBLIC.   BOSTON:  HOUGHTON  MIFFLIN  COMPANY , 2003
GRADES , EXAMS , MAKE-UPS , EXTRA  CREDIT: 

GRADING  SCALE:                A = 90-100 = 5 POINTS

                                                  B = 80-89   = 4 POINTS

                                                  C = 70-79   = 3 POINTS

                                                  D = 60-69   = 2 POINTS

                                                  F =  59        = 0 POINTS

EXAMS: THREE  MID-TERM  EXAMS  WILL  BE  ADMINISTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  SEMESTER.   FOLLOWING  A SIX  WEEK  PERIOD  OF  STUDY ,  A  MID-TERM  WILL  BE  GIVEN.   THE  THIRD  AND  LAST  MID-TERM  IS  THE  FINAL  AND  IS  NOT  COMPREHENSIVE.   THE  MID-TERMS  HAVE  BOTH  AN  OBJECTIVE  PORTION  AS  WELL  AS  AN  ESSAY  SECTION.   THE ESSAY  SECTION  IS  TO  BE  COMPLETED  USING  A  LARGE  BLUE  BOOK.   THE  BLUE  BOOKS ARE  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  COLLEGE  BOOKSTORE.

TERM  PAPER: STUDENTS  ARE  TO  RESEARCH  AND WRITE  A  TERM  PAPER  COVERING  A  TOPIC , OF  THEIR  CHOICE , THAT IS  DIRECTLY  RELATED  TO  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT.   THE  PAPER  IS  NOT  TO  EXCEED  TEN  PAGES , BE  PROPERLY FOOTNOTED  AND  THE  BIBLIOGRAPHY  MUST  HAVE  LEAST  TEN  REFERENCES.   INTERNET  SITES  DO  NOT  CONSTITUTE  PROPER  SOURCES.  

STUDENTS  ARE  TO MAKE  A  BRIEF  ORAL  PRESENTATION   OF  THE  TERM PAPER  TOPIC.   PRESENTATIONS  SHOULD  RANGE  FROM  FIVE-TEN  MINUTES  IN  LENGTH.   FOLLOWING  THE  PRESENTATION ,  STUDENTS  MAY  ASK THE  PRESENTER  APPROPRIATE  QUESTIONS  CONCERNING  THE  TOPIC.

MAKE-UP  WORK: IS  OFFERED  ONLY  WHEN  STUDENTS  CONTACT  THE  INSTRUCTOR  PRIOR  TO  CLASS ,  AND  ARE  ABLE  TO  DOCUMENT  THE   REASON  FOR  THEIR  ABSENCE.   PRIOR  CONTACT  IS  NOT  AT  4:30 PM , THURSDAY  AFTERNOON.   IF  STUDENTS  FAIL  TO  MAKE  CONTACT  WITH  THE  INSTRUCTOR , THEN  THEIR  GRADE , FOR  THE  PARTICULAR  MID-TERM  OR  TERM  PAPER  WILL  BE  A  ZERO.

EXTRA  CREDIT  DOES  NOT  EXIST !  

ATTENDANCE: CLASS  BEGINS  AT  6:00 PM-PROMPTLY.   STUDENTS  MAY  ENTER  LATE , ONCE.   IF  LATE  ATTENDANCE  BECOMES  A  REGULAR  PRACTICE , STUDENTS  MAY  FIND  THEMSELVES  REMOVED  FROM  CLASS.

IF STUDENTS  EXPERIENCE  OUTSIDE  SITUATIONS  AND/OR  EMERGENCIES  THAT  PREVENT  THEM  FROM  ATTENDING  CLASS,  ONCE  AGAIN  THEY  SHOULD  NOTIFY  THE  INSTRUCTOR  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE.   THIS  WILL  PREVENT  REMOVAL  FROM  THE  CLASS  ROSTER.

CLASS  CONDUCT , PLAGERISM:

STUDENTS  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  COMPLY  AND  FOLLOW  THE  CODE  OF CONDUCT  AS  STATED  IN  THE  REEDLEY  COLLEGE  CATALOG  AND  IN  THE  HANDBOOK.

PRACTICING  PLAGERISM  WILL  RESULT  IN  THE  STUDENT(S)  EARNING AN  “F” ON  THE  PARTICULAR  ASSIGNMENT  AND  POSSIBLY  FAILING  THE  COURSE.                          

                                     READING/LECTURE  SCHEDULE

1/13/05 -      CLASS  INTRODUCTION ,  FORMAT

1/20/05 -      ORIGINS  OF  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENT  AND  POLITICS

                     BARBOUR – CHAPTERS: 1, 2, 3 AND  12 – PP: 473 - 479

                     HANDOUT :  BACKGROUND  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION

                                            JOHN  LOCKE

                                            ANTI-FEDERALIST  THOUGHT

                     INTERNET  SITE : CLASSICNOTES :  THE  FEDERALIST  PAPERS

                                                       INTRO.  TO  THE  FEDERALIST  PAPERS

                                                       FEDERALIST  NOS.:  1 , 10

1/27/05 -      RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN  THE  BRANCHES  OF GOVERNMENT

                    BARBOUR – CHAPTERS:  4, 12 –PP: 457 – 473,  13 – PP: 479 – 495

                    HANDOUTS :  BASIC  FEATURES  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION

                    INTERNET :  CLASSICNOTES :  FEDERALIST  NOS.: 51  

2/3/05 -      THE  CONGRESS
                   BARBOUR – CHAPTERS: 7, 9 – PP: 343 - 369, 371 - 373

2/10/05 -    THE JUDICIARY

                   BARBOUR – CHAPTERS : 9- PP: 373,  10

                   HANDOUTS :  THE  JUDICIARY  ACT  OF  1789

                                             JOHN  MARSHALL

                  BEGIN ORAL  PRESENTATION/ACCOMPANYING  TERM  PAPERS
2/17/05 -  RIGHTS  GIVEN  OR  PROTECTED  ?

                 BARBOUR – CHAPTERS : 5 , 6

                 HANDOUTS :  GEORGE  MASON

                                           THE  ESTABLISHMENT  CLAUSE

                 ORAL  PRESENTATIONS/PAPERS

                 ESSAY  QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  FIRST  MID-TERM  EXAM

2/24/05 -                          FIRST  MID-TERM  EXAM                        
