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Course Description: 

This course is intended to provide group-based tutorial assistance for students who are currently enrolled in Political Science 2 (American Government).  The goal in offering this opportunity is to help the student develop some of the tools he/she can use to successfully complete not only Political Science 2, but all of his/her classes if applied appropriately.  What I expect from you (and what you will need to benefit from this course) is not necessarily a wealth of prior knowledge or experience in politics, but an open mind that is both willing to look at familiar things in new ways, and a willingness to work hard to evaluate your role as a student.

Basis for Evaluation:

Assignment









Points Per Assignment





Total Points
Chapter Proficiency Assignments





5










75 (50%)

Participation / Conduct / Attendance














  
75 (50%)










TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE










150


























Point Range

Final Grade























150 - 105



CR























104 and below

NC
Texts / Readings:



Required:



Barbour / Wright, Keeping The Republic (bound with Korey, California Government)

Chapter Proficiency Assignment (CPA):

For this assignment, students are asked to outline, graphically organize (“map”), “chart,” or in some other fashion demonstrate exposure to each chapter as assigned.  
All materials are DUE IN CLASS ON THE SPECIFIED DEADLINE AT THE LATEST.  There will be no exceptions, and NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

Participation, Conduct, and Attendance:
An important part of the course is student participation, and a guaranteed way to lower your grade is to conduct yourself in an inappropriate manner in the classroom.  Inappropriate behavior such as reading, talking, sleeping, writing letters, etc., during class, or failure to treat everyone in the classroom with respect will affect your grade negatively, as will cheating on exams or instances of plagiarism in out-of-class writing assignments.  Those who wish to practice such inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, pursuant to Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy (Board Policy 5410 and EC 760332).
Reading Assignments:
All reading assignments should be COMPLETED by the assigned date.  This will facilitate your learning the course material as well as your ability to participate in class discussions.  Keep in mind, the readings and the lectures are intended to complement, not replace, one another.  Some material covered in the lectures will not be covered in the text: conversely, information in the text may not be addressed directly in class.  In a testing situation, you will be responsible for all assigned materials.  If you have questions on any of the material, ASK!!!  I want to help you learn about American politics and government, but your questions may not be answered unless you ask them.  Also, always expect to answer questions in class based upon the assigned readings for that day.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), please notify me immediately.  All reasonable requests for assistance will be considered, and efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

Overview of Important Dates:


Administrative:


Last day to drop and avoid a “W”—Wednesday, March 02


Last day to add— Wednesday, March 02


Last day to drop—Friday, March 18

Holidays:


Spring Break—Monday, March 21 – Friday, March 25

Course Schedule:
· WEEK 7 (February 22 - 25)
INTRODUCTION

READINGS:



None

ASSIGNMENTS:


None

· WEEK 8 (February 28 – March 04)

THE GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 9—The Bureaucracy



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 10—The American Legal System and the 




Courts

ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 9


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 9

· WEEK 9 (March 07 –11)

THE GOVERNMENTAL INSTITUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA


READINGS:



Korey, California Government, Chapter 6—The State Legislature



Korey, California Government, Chapter 7—The State’s Plural Executive



Korey, California Government, Chapter 8—The State Courts


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA— California Government, Chapter 6



CPA— California Government, Chapter 7



CPA— California Government, Chapter 8

· WEEK 10 (March 14 –18)

POLICY INPUTS: THE FORMATION, INFLUENCE, AND COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS IN THE 

UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 11—Public Opinion (pgs. 439 – 450)



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 2—American Citizens and Political Culture 




(pgs. 43 – 54)



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 14—Voting, Campaigns, and Elections


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapters 11 (pgs. 439 – 450), 2 (pgs. 43 – 54)



CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 14

· WEEK 11 (March 21 –25)

SPRING BREAK!!!!!!!!
· WEEK 12 (March 28 – April 01)

POLICY INPUTS: THE FORMATION, INFLUENCE, AND COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS IN THE 

UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 15—The Media


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 15

· WEEK 13 (April 04 – 08)

POLICY INPUTS: THE FORMATION, INFLUENCE, AND COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS IN 

CALIFORNIA


READINGS:



Korey, California Government, Chapter 3—Public Opinion and the Media



Korey, California Government, Chapter 5—Campaigns and Elections


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—California Government, Chapter 3


CPA—California Government, Chapter 5

· WEEK 14 (April 11 – April 15)

POLICY INPUTS: THE POWER OF PLURALISM IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 12—Political Parties


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 12

· WEEK 15 (April 18 – 22)

POLICY INPUTS: THE POWER OF PLURALISM IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 13—Interest Groups


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 13
· WEEK 16 (April 25 – 29)

POLICY INPUTS: THE POWER OF PLURALISM IN CALIFORNIA


READINGS:



Korey, California Government, Chapter 4—Political Parties and Interest Groups


ASSIGNMENTS:


CPA—California Government, Chapter 4
· WEEK 17 (May 02 – 06)

SECTION 5—POLICY OUTPUTS: CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE UNITED STATES


READINGS:



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 5—Fundamental American Liberties



Barbour and Wright, Keeping The Republic, Chapter 6—The Struggle for Equal Rights


ASSIGNMENTS:
CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 5
CPA—Keeping The Republic, Chapter 6
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