MUSIC 3 Music Fundamentals

Spring 2005

Instructor:
Patti Julin

Telephone: 
(voicemail) 638-3641 x3831

E-mail:  
pjulin@comcast.net

Office Hours:
By appointment

Class Meeting:
Monday – Wednesday – Friday


10:00-10:50 a.m.

Class Location:
PHS 352

Class Code:
50861

Credit:
3 Units

Goals:

This course covers fundamental musical concepts including rhythm, pitch, and basic music theory on the structure of music.  Emphasis is not only on the musical definitions, but also on the ability to apply musical concepts to performance - making music with the singing voice, recorder, and keyboard at an elementary level.  Functional skills include:

1. Rhythm reading and notation

2. Note reading and notation, including notes that use ledger lines below, above, and between the staves.

3. Scale and chord construction and harmonic concepts.

4. Sight reading and transposing, stressing intervallic reading

5. Singing melodies using solfege and associated pitch hand motions.

6. Playing simple melodies on the recorder.

7. Understanding keyboard geography and playing simple melodies.

Required Text and Materials:

Music First! by Gary C. White

Trophy Elementary Recorder Method Book


Soprano Recorder


Music Staff Paper, 8-½” x 11”

Attendance:

Because this class is conducted in a laboratory-type setting, regular attendance is absolutely critical.  Individual practice, combined with regular classroom participation, is essential to being adequately prepared for class assignments and exams.  Even if feeling unprepared, it is never to the student’s advantage to skip class.

If you must be absent for whatever reason, e.g. death in the family, illness, or participation in an authorized Reedley College activity, it is your responsibility to stay current on announcements and assignments made by the professor in your absence.

Homework:

Consistent practice is essential to understanding and applying musical concepts. Therefore, homework assignments are given at every class meeting and all homework receives a grade.  The student receives a grade of 0 (zero) for every homework assignment that is not submitted.

Unless otherwise notified, written homework assignments for each week are due on the following Monday at the beginning of class.  Homework that is submitted late will only receive HALF credit.  Late homework will only be accepted 1 class meeting after the due date.

Even if absent, the student is still responsible for the material covered in class and the homework assignment is due immediately when the student returns to class (unless PRIOR arrangements have been made with the professor).  Please refer to the class calendar for the list of assignments and feel free to contact a classmate or me to learn what additional homework (if any) was assigned.  If the homework assignment is not in the book, copies will be available for pick-up in my mailbox, which is located at the switchboard station in the Administration Building.

Please feel free to contact a classmate or me if you need help completing a homework assignment.

At the end of the semester, the 3 (three) lowest homework grades will be dropped.

Even if specific homework assignments are not given, students should independently practice note reading, playing the recorder, playing the piano, and drilling on other class topics.

Exams:

Three Mid-term Exams will be given throughout the semester, approximately every 5-6 weeks.  Each Mid-term contains a written portion and a musical performance portion.  The first Mid-term is an in-class exam.  The second and third Mid-terms are take-home exams.  All Mid-terms are cumulative and contain content from the beginning of the semester through the current date.  At the end of the semester, the lowest Mid-term grade will be dropped.

The Final Exam is cumulative and contains material from the entire semester.  The Final Exam contains a written portion (completed during the final exam period) and a musical project portion (prepared before the final exam and performed during the final exam period).  Each portion is worth 50% of the Final Exam grade.  Details on the Final Project will be given during the semester.

The Final Exam is scheduled for Wednesday, May 18, 2005 from 10:00 – 11:50 a.m. in classroom PHS 352.

Grading:

Student assignments and exams will always be graded numerically.  Each exam must be taken on the scheduled day and time unless the student is ill and has notified the professor PRIOR to the exam time, otherwise a grade of zero will be given.

The following grading scale will be used:

A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; D = 60-69%; F = 59% and below
Final Semester Grades:

The overall course grade for the semester will be calculated according to the following: 

40% Homework Assignments

30% Mid-term Exams

30% Final Exam

Internet Resources:

There are numerous websites devoted to music that can supplement the Music Fundamentals course content.  The following two websites are particularly valuable for this course:

www.mhhe.com/musicfirst  (The website that accompanies the Music First! textbook and contains many activities that reinforce chapter concepts.)

www.musictheory.net  (A website with trainers on note reading, key signatures, keyboard geography, and music theory basics.  It also prints blank music staff paper.)

Accommodations for students with disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Plagiarism and Cheating Policy:

Please see the current Reedley College Class Schedule for the campus policy on Cheating and Plagiarism.

NOTE: 
This syllabus and class calendar are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.
Music 3 – Music Fundamentals

Class Calendar and Assignments

(additional homework will be assigned at each class session)
	Week 1
	New Topics:

Rhythm – the beat, note & rest values

Rhythm counting, clap patterns

Note Reading – line/space notes, the staves

Keyboard Geography


	Homework:

Read Chapters 1 & 2

Learn KB geography



	Week 2
	New Topics:

Rhythm – simple meters

Recorder Fingering & Playing


	Homework:

Read Chapter 3

Drill yourself on note reading (flash cards and/or www.musictheory.net)



	Week 3
	New Topics:

Rhythm – compound meters


	Homework:

Read Chapter 4



	Week 4
	New Topics:

Black Keys on the Keyboard

Whole Steps, Half Steps

Accidentals and Symbols

Enharmonic Equivalents


	Homework:

Read Chapter 5



	Week 5


	Topics:

Additional work & review, Chapters 1-5


	Homework:

	Week 6
	Mid-term #1 (Chapters 1-5)


	

	Week 7
	New Topics

Major Scales, Major Keys

Tonic, Dominant

Solfeggio, Hand Motions


	Homework:

Read Chapter 6



	Week 8
	New Topics

Intervals

Transposition


	Homework:

Read Chapter 7


	Week 9
	New Topics

Major Chords

Tonic Chord, Dominant Chord


	Homework:

	Week 10
	Mid-term #2 (Chapters 1-7)


	


	
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Week 11
	New Topics

Minor Scales, Minor Keys

Relative and Parallel Keys


	Homework:

Read Chapter 8



	Week 12
	New Topics

Chords and Qualities

Chord Inversions

Chart Notation & Figured Bass


	Homework:

Read Chapter 9



	Week 13
	New Topics

7th Chords

7th Chord Inversions


	Homework:

Read Chapter 10



	Week 14
	New Topics

Harmonization


	Homework:

Read Chapter 11



	Week 15
	Mid-Term #3 (Chapters 1-10)


	

	Week 16
	New Topics

Instrument Transposition

Pass out Final Project Instructions


	Homework:

	Week 17
	Review Topics


	Homework:

	Week 18
	Final Exam and Final Project Due


	


