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T Th 12:30-1:45pm

Instructor: Ms. Lisa Solomon

     



Messages: 638-3641

E-mail: solomonl@scccd.org




 
Office Hours: TBD 

Course Description: This class will examine the social, economic and political roles pf women in the United States from the pre-colonial era through the 1980s (and, hopefully, later).  Contributions of women from various racial and ethnic groups will be examined, as well as their impact on the arts and sciences.  Students will be encouraged to understand the historical foundation of current issues and achievements, and gain a working knowledge of women’s impact on the development of the United States.

Text: Women’s America: Refocusing the Past , 6th edition (Linda Kerber and Jane Sherron De Hart).  Available at the Reedley College Bookstore.  Additional readings/articles may be presented or assigned by the instructor as deemed relevant.

Exams: There will be four quizzes, a midterm exam and the final exam.  Study guides for the midterm and final will be available the week before the exam.  The quizzes will be a combination of identifications and short essay; the midterm and final will be essays.  All exams will be based on the text, any additional readings, lectures, and videos.  Blue books will be required for the midterm and final exams.  Any student caught cheating on a quiz or exam will receive a “F” for that quiz or exam and no make-up will be allowed.

Only one make-up exam will be given to a student during the semester, and must be scheduled with the instructor.  Make-up exams are only available due to a missed exam, and any scheduled for more than a week after the original test date face a reduction of a letter grade.

Writing Requirement: Students will be required to complete a research paper of six to eight pages.  A list of suggested topics is attached to this syllabus, or you may choose one of your own.  A study guide for the paper will be provided by the instructor.  Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else’s and passing it off as your own.  Any paper found to contain plagiarized material will be returned with a “F” and no substitute paper will be accepted.
Grading: The course maximum is 500 points, based on the following:



Discussion/participation


 50 points



Quizzes (four @ 25 points each)
          100 points



Midterm exam



 75 points



Research paper

                     125 points



Final exam



          150 points


Extra credit projects may be available at the instructor’s discretion.  “Plus” and “minus” grades are not available.  Grading will be based on total points, as follows:


A = 401 - 500


C = 201 - 300

F = 0 - 100


B = 301 - 400


D = 101 - 200
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Discussion/Participation: While participation in classroom discussions is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged and can affect your final grade.  At all times, your questions are encouraged and welcomed.

Students who practice inappropriate behavior will likely be asked to leave the classroom, per Reedley College’s Student Code of Conduct Policy.

Miscellaneous: Attendance is strongly encouraged, especially since history courses usually take a chronological approach, and issues discussed in one session may be referenced in a later session.  Therefore, absences can leave gaps that cannot be easily filled.  Your participation in class discussions depends on your attendance and as noted above, can affect your final grade.  To satisfy the school’s requirements, attendance will be taken on a regular basis.  If a problem arises, such as transportation difficulties or an illness, please notify the instructor.  

Please remember that campus policy is that an instructor may drop any student who has missed more than six (6) hours of class.  However, there is no guarantee that this Instructor will drop you from the class.  If you no longer wish to attend this class, please take the responsibility of notifying Admissions and Records.


If you know that you are going to have to miss a class or leave a class early for an appointment, the appropriate thing to do is notify the instructor in advance and, if leaving early, sit near the door so that your departure will cause as little disruption as possible.  Please make every effort to be in the room and ready at the starting time.  Being late may be beyond a student’s control; if you are late, please attempt to enter the room as quietly as possible to avoid disrupting the class.


Please make sure that pagers and/or cell phones are turned off during class.

Assigned readings are to be done before class.
The schedule (subject to change):

Jan. 11

Introduction (pp. 1-22)


Jan. 13

The 1500s - Native Americans and Foreigners








Research paper topics due




Jan. 18 

1600 to 1650 (pp. 25-37, 59-66, 69-82)






Research paper guide available

Jan. 20

1651 to 1700 (pp. 55-58, 67-68, 83-96)


Jan. 25

1701 to1750 (pp. 97-113 )


Jan. 27

Quiz #1 (material from Jan. 11 to Jan 25) first 45 mins.




1751 to1770 (pp.38-54 )


Feb. 01

1751 to1770 (cont.), 1771 to 1775


Feb. 03

1776 to1780: Revolutionary War era (pp. 114-117)


Feb. 08

1781 to 1800 (pp. 117-127)


Feb. 10

1801 to 1845 (pp. 129-131, 135-152, 165-167, 193-200)


Feb. 15

Quiz #2 (material from Jan. 27 to Feb. 10) first 45 mins

Feb. 15-17

1846 to 1850 (pp. 168-192)


Feb. 22

 Seneca Falls and the Gold Rush (pp. 132, 200-219 )


Feb. 24

1851 to 1875 (pp. 132-134, 153-164, 220-252) 






Midterm study guide available 




Mar. 01
 
1876 to1900 (pp. 252-296)
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Mar. 03

Midterm exam 




Mar. 08-10

1901 to1919 (pp. 297-302, 310-357)


Mar. 15

1920: Winning Women’s Suffrage (pp. 358-368) 






Research papers due

Mar. 17

Quiz #3 (material from March 8 to March 15)

   
Mar. 21-25

NO CLASS - SPRING BREAK


Mar. 29

1920s (pp. 302-310, 369-422)


Mar. 31-Apr. 05
1930s: The Great Depression (pp. 423-458)



Apr. 07

1940 to 1945: World War II (pp. 459-477)


Apr. 12

1946 to 1950: Post-war (pp. 479-480, 500-507)


Apr. 14

1951-1955: The Postwar Decade (pp. 481-500)

 
Apr. 19

1956-1960 (pp. 508-517)


Apr. 21

Quiz #4 (material from Mar. 29 to Apr. 19) first 45 mins.




1960 to 1965: Demands for Peace






Apr. 26

1960 to 1965 (cont.) (pp.517-532, 546-550)


Apr. 28

1966 to 1970: Demands for Equality (pp. 532-546, 550-584)

May 03-05

1970s: Decade of Optimism and Growth (pp. 584-636)



May 10-12

1980s: Moving Back Towards Conservatism (pp. 637-647,





657-660)







Final exam study guide available on May 12

May 17 

1990s: New trends? (pp. 647-656, 660-691)


May 19

Final Exam 

12:00noon - 1:50pm



Note: You are encouraged to read pages 691-704 for the Final exam.  While we may not be able to discuss the turn of the century in class, it will be included in at least one essay question on the Final exam study guide.
Suggested Research Paper Topics

Affirmative action



“Roe v Wade”


Dolores Huerta



Betty Friedan


Title IX




Violence Against Women Act


Rose Bird




Sandra Day O’Connor


“Backlash”




Definition of “feminism”


Equal Rights Amendment


Alice Paul


Elizabeth Cady Stanton


Birth control


Women in the military


A woman president


Dependent care



Equal pay/pay equity


Ruth Bader Ginsburg



The glass ceiling


“Stay at home” mothers


Women on the frontier


Women and advertising


Women in the media


Commission on the Status of Women (state or federal)
