English 3 – Spring 2004 Syllabus
Instructor:



Lesa Schwartz

Code #:



50227

Units:



3

Prerequisite:


C or better in English 1A: fulfills critical thinking requirement

Class Schedule:

T, Th  8:00 – 9:15am    




BUS40
Office:



HUM 56
Office Hours:


Monday & Wednesday 9 a.m.; Tuesday & Thursday 2 p.m.; Friday 10 a.m. or by appointment

Voice Mail:


3272

Important Dates:

Mon. January 19 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday





Fri. Jan. 23 - Last day to drop for a full refund


Fri. Jan. 30 - Last day to register for a Fall 2002 full-length class or drop a full-length class to avoid a “W” - course not on transcript.


Feb. 13 – 16   (F – M) Presidents’ Day Holiday





Tues. Feb. 17 - Last day to change to or from CR-NC





Fri. March 12 – Mid-term report period





Fri. March 12 - Last day to drop full length class with a “W “ 





April 5 – 10 - Spring Recess





Thursday May 20 - Final Exam 8:00 – 10:00am

Materials:


Text:
 Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau.  Current Issues and Enduring Questions:A guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings, Sixth edition.  St. Martin’s Press, 2002.





Other: Any good comprehensive modern English 
dictionary such as Wester’s New World Dictionary.
Course Description:  This course is designed to help you become more critical readers, thinkers, and writers.  We will be reading essays from various sources dealing with current issues and enduring questions.  Our focus will be on logical reasoning (both inductive and deductive), analysis, and argumentation.  This will be done individually, collaboratively, and as a whole class.  Since this is a transfer class, you will be expected to read, write, and think at a university sophomore level. This will require a good deal of time and diligence both in and out of class.

Grading:  Your grade will be based on successful completion of all assignments (on time), class participation, attendance, and punctuality.  A percentage point system will be used so that students can stay apprised of their progress in fulfilling the course requirement.  It is important to keep your returned, graded papers to check your grade for accuracy.
Except by prearrangement or unusual cases of illness or family distress, I will not accept late assignments, so please don’t ask.  These late assignments (that have been approved by the instructor) must be completed by the next class after your return, or a zero will be entered for the assignment.  It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  I will not remind you.  Assignments will be posted on Blackboard.com.  
Handouts that are given on days you are absent must be gotten from other students with whom you have made arrangements or from my office.  All papers and other assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day that they are due or they will not be accepted.


A - 90% or above



B - 80% - 89%



C - 70% - 79%



D - 60% - 69%



F - Anything below 60%

Included in the final grade are:

* Summaries (4 or 5), in-class essay quizzes, and thesis statements -25%


* Participation in class discussions and attendance - 5%


* Critical analyses papers (4 or 5) - 25%


* Argument papers (2) - 15%


* Synthesis/research paper - 20%


* Final examination - 10%

Attendance: Regular attendance is required for this class.  Regular means that you attend every class, read assigned work before class, and be prepared to participate by asking questions about that which you don’t understand, and by answering questions asked of you by the instructor.  It is always your responsibility to come to class prepared even after an absence.  This means that you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before you return to class.  

Two tardies (arrivals in class after instruction has begun) are equivalent to one absence.  Absences will lower your grade through both missed assignments and lost participation points. If you have five absences  by the end of the ninth week, you will be dropped from the course at the instructor's discretion.

Participation Points:  20 points for the semester (10 points – 1st half; 10 points – 2nd half)


Each semester: 5 points for attendance (1 point lost for each unexcused absence)




     5 points for participation

Assignments: Readings will be assigned that will be the core of our discussions and writings.  The assigned writings will be of different complexities and lengths and will be completed both in and outside of class. Some synthesis activities will require outside research.  All work, except that completed in class, must be typed.  There are no exceptions.  All work will be evaluated for content, style, and mechanics, and graded as such.
Homework and Paper Policy:
· All homework and papers are due at the beginning of class on dates assigned.  Being absent does not excuse you from a due date.  If you cannot attend class, submit your work before the due date.  I have a box on my office door.

· Should I discover while reading a paper that you have not run spell check or 


sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and 


return the paper to you.  You will then have until the following day to revise the paper and 

your grade will be lowered by one letter grade.

Drafts - Several papers will require drafts for which points will be given.  These drafts will be shared with classmates and the instructor.  If you are absent the day the draft is due or are not prepared, you will lose those points.  This will effect the final grade of that paper and ultimately your class grade.
Final examination:  All students must take the final examination to receive credit in the course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the "Spring Schedule" found in the Spring 2004 Reedley College Class Schedule.  The time and date of the final exam will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.  
English 3 Schedule
Week 1:  

Chapter 1 - Critical Thinking




 Thesis Statement




 Summaries

Week 2 - 3:  

Chapter 2 - Critical Reading




 Summaries




Selected readings

Week 3 - 4: 

Chapter 3 - Critical Reading - Getting Deeper




Selected readings




Summaries



Critical Analysis Papers
Week 5 - 7: 

Chapter 4, 5,6 - Critical Writing




Critical Analysis Papers
Week 8 - 9:

Chapter 7 - Toulmin Argument




Argument Paper




Critical Analysis Paper
Week 10 - 11:

Chapter 8 - Logician’s View 




Review or Catch-up




Critical Analysis Paper



Argument Paper
Week 12 - 13:

Chapter 6




Begin Synthesis Paper
Week 14 - 16:

Chapter 9




Work on Synthesis Paper




Selected readings

Week 17: 

Selected reading and discussion

Week 18:

Final    Thursday, May 20    8:00 - 10:00 a.m.
WOW!!!!!  YOU MADE IT!!!  CONGRATULATIONS!!!!

* The schedule is an approximation of our semester plans.  Final and firm dates will be given as the semester progresses.

**This document is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion
