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Thinking critically is a valuable skill.  We are often confronted with conflicting claims and arguments by advertisers, politicians, professors, friends, and co-workers.  Moreover, we generally want to justify and support our own claims.  Unfortunately, the rational evaluation of others’ claims and the perceived support for one’s own beliefs are often poor.  The formal study of good argumentation and good reasoning can provide skills that one can use to evaluate and construct arguments and to think critically.  In this class, we will study the nature of argument and reason in an attempt to provide you with tools that will help you think rationally and reason, read, and write well.  In applying and refining these skills we will examine a number of controversial, significant social issues pertaining to public policy, morality, and the limits of the rights of the individual in relation to her obligations to society.   

English 3:  Critical Reading and Writing is a course designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in ENGL 1A.  The course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction, including sections on deductive and inductive reasoning, argument structures, informal fallacies, connotation vs. denotation, and rhetoric.  

Prerequisite:  English 1A

Instructor:  Jon Petty


Voice Mail:  638-3641 ext. 3852

                      E-mail:  BTL74@hotmail.com    


         Office Hours:  No set office hours at this time; we can meet directly before or after 

                                             class or by appointment. 

Text:  Barnet, Sylvan and Bedau, Hugo, eds.  Current Issues and Enduring Questions:  A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument, with Readings, 6th Edition.  Bedford/St. Martin’s Press, 2002. 

Course Requirements:  Mastery of course objectives is to be demonstrated in assigned essays and exams that employ the strategies of summary, critical analysis, and synthesis and that emphasize such tasks as interpretation, causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, and refutation.

Approximately twelve written assignments will be required during the course of the semester; in-class coursework will entail written assignments, group-work, exams, quizzes, etc.  More time will be provided for lengthier, more complex assignments.  Some synthesis activities will require outside research.  All work except that completed in class must be typed.  All work will be evaluated for content and mechanics.      

Attendance and Late Work:  Regular attendance is required except in cases of illness, emergency, or special circumstances.  You will be dropped from the course if you have more than four absences by the end of the ninth week of the semester. (Two absences for courses meeting once a week.)  Subsequent excessive absences will adversely affect the attendance/participation portion of your grade.  It is your responsibility to come to class prepared, even after absences.  This entails that you complete all assigned reading and writing assignments prior to class, even in those instances in which you are absent when the assignment is announced.  You must be present for all quizzes and examinations.  If you are absent at the time of a quiz, you will receive a 0 for that assignment unless extreme circumstances dictate that a make-up quiz is in order.  I will grant a make-up quiz based on the justification you can provide for your absence at the time of the quiz. 

Barring extreme circumstances or prior arrangements with the instructor, any late assignments will be assessed a minimum of a 15% penalty. 

Grades:  A final examination is required of all students.  All scores will be combined in a final weighted average.

A. Summaries (6-7), quizzes, attendance and participation:  approx. 20%

B. Critical analyses (3-4):  approx. 20%

C. Exams (1 or 2):  approx. 20% 

D. Synthesis/Research paper:  approx. 20%

E. Final Examination:  approx. 20%  

Academic Dishonesty:  Plagiarism or other forms of cheating will not be tolerated.  A student who is caught representing someone else’s work as her/his own may be given a failing grade in the course, a zero on the assignment, and/or may be reported to the college; the severity of the academic dishonesty will dictate which course of action is taken.  If you have any questions as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, see the Reedley College catalog. 

Americans with Disabilities Act:  In accordance with the ADA, students with disabilities can make special, suitable arrangements regarding class content.  Please notify the instructor when such provisions are necessary.

Class Discussion:  Students are encouraged to share their opinions, offer arguments, and participate is discussions during the course of the semester.  Given that some of the topics to be covered in class are controversial in nature, students are apt to have strong feelings about such issues.  It is appropriate to feel strongly and passionately about many of these issues.  Nevertheless, the etiquette of debate requires that you respect others in the class and allow them to share their opinions.  This means that disrespect, personal attacks, and the interruption of others’ comments will not be tolerated.  One necessary component of fruitful discussion is focusing on the content of the argument, not the individual making the argument.        

 Noteworthy Dates:

   Jan. 17 (M)—Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (no classes held)

   Jan. 21 (F)—Last day to drop a Spring 2004 full-length class for a refund

   Jan. 28 (F)—Last day to register for a Spring 2005 full-length class or drop to avoid a “W”

   Feb. 18, 21 (F, M)—President’s Day Holiday (no classes held)

   Mar. 11 (F)—9-week drop deadline; last day to drop a Spring 2004 course

   Mar. 21-25 (M-F)—Spring recess (Classes reconvene Mon., Mar. 28)

   May 16-20 (M-F)—Final exams week

