~ki OSp&blLc

~Lnq(Lch tel

instructor: Marty Stephens

Semester:
Spring 2005

Class Schedule: T/TH 6:00 - 7:50 P.M.

Location:
Kingsburg High School

Required Texts: Motives for Writing by Robert Keith Miller / fourth edition

Brief Handbook for Writing by James Howell and

Dean Mernering

Course Description: English 1A is required for students to complete an A.A./A.S. or B.A./B.S. degree. Students must pass this class with a grade of “C” or better in order to receive credit for graduating or transferring. During the semester, students will write several essays, write a research paper, and read a novel and various writings from the required text. In the context of writing, students will learn all aspects of writing including rules of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and editing. Students will will understand sentence types, sentence variation, voice, and paragraph development--all leading to effective writing. We will talk about some current issues in class, so be prepared to discuss your thoughts, feelings, and opinions in class.

Attendance: Class will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays and will commence at 6:00 sharp. Class ends at 7:50. Please be on time and don’t plan on leaving early as a rule. Emergencies, of course, do arise, so please don’t “burn” any absences or be tardy. We will meet approximately 33 times during the semester; student attendance should reflect 90%--that means that students have a maximum of 3 absences.

•
Again, please save these for when you have to miss. There are no make-ups for assignments and tests, so be sure to plan to attend all classes.

Being late to class or leaving early will constitute as an absence. If you have to miss class for some reason, call a fellow student to collect any work and or any assignment so you don’t get any further behind.

Assignments: There will be a myriad of writing assignments from the required text, and students will be expected to write several types of essays that range from the argumentative essay to a response essay. It is also required that all students write a research paper in order to pass the class. There will be writing tests that reflect your knowledge of grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and editing skills. The novel that students will read is I Know Why (he Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou. There will will be literature quizzes based on this novel. All work must be typed double-space, 12 pt. font--no exceptions. There will be a mid-term test and a final exam to conclude the semester.

Grading Policy: I grade on a hasic percentage scale.

90-100% =A

80-89% =B

70-79% =C

60-69% =D

Below 60% = F

If a student so wishes, he or she may drop the course by the drop deadline and receive no penalty. However, if the student drops after the deadline, the grade in the class is an “F.” If a student misses a 4th class, that, too, will turn into an “F.” Please take class very seriously, avoid “taking the night off,” and be on time and participate in your education.
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