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Course Policies







W: 1-2   4-6










TH: 2-4

Required Books:  The Blair Reader; The Little-Brown Handbook; The Elements of Style and David Copperfield.  Be sure to purchase a good paperback college-level dictionary if you don’t own one already.

Materials:  You will need a floppy disk.

Essays:  You will write four essays for this class and learn how to employ a variety of rhetorical strategies in order to prove clear thesis statements.  The concept of thesis is central to this class, and close studies of professional writing will be an essential part of learning how to develop viable theses.  The first two essays will be based on your personal experiences.  The third, a research paper, will count twice and will require research outside of your personal experiences.  The fourth essay will be a literary analysis in response to David Copperfield..  Final drafts of the first two essays will be approximately five hundred words.  The research paper will be approximately 1200 to 1700 words, and the literary analysis will be approximately 750-1000 words.  All of these are ballpark figures and I don’t count words, so please please please don’t ask me if your paper is long enough.

Exams:  You will have one major exam at the end of this course, in which you will be tested on your knowledge of the literary terms we will learn during the course of the semester.  A list of those words will be handed out early in the semester.

The Syllabus is an essential document, and you must replace your copy if you lose it.  I WILL NOT REMIND YOU ABOUT ASSIGNMENTS.  YOU ARE EXPECTED TO FOLLOW YOUR SYLLABUS.

Students with special needs:  Please let me know if there is anything I can do to accommodate you.

Absences:  I have a low threshold for tolerating what I perceive as mindless absenteeism.  I drop any student who misses more than six hours of class.  

Late papers are not accepted without my express permission, and I will never give an extension to any person who makes the request for one AFTER the due date for the paper.  Do not miss class because you have not prepared your paper; that adds insult to injury.  See me when you have problems.  I don’t bite, although I have been known to growl.

I don’t give extra credit assignments.  This is the semester you will learn to write; there are no loopholes to get through, around, or under.

I will ask you to withdraw from the class if you don’t own your anthology by the end of the second week.

Some essays may be submitted to turnitin.com, an anti-plagiarism site.  Any student who plagiarizes a paper will fail the course.

Final grades are calculated by averaging together your essay and exam grades; remember, the research paper will be averaged in twice.  

Any student who types on a computer during a discussion or lecture will be asked to leave after one warning.

Essays are evaluated on the value and clarity of their content as well as on the accuracy and fluency of their presentation.  Content and form are inextricably bound.

Grading Scale:  A: 90-100   B:  80-90   C:  70-80   D:  60-70.

