English 1A:  Reading and Composition

Spring 2005 ~ Section 50563

Discover Your Passion

Learning Community

English 1A linked with Guidance Studies 34 (50250)

“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.”—Confucius

	English 1A ~ 50563
	Guidance Studies 34 ~ 50250

	Instructor:  Ms. C. Karle

Office:  A-Annex #4

Office #:  638-3641 ext. 3421

E-mail: carey.karle@reedleycollege.edu
	Instructor:  Mr. Chris Spomer

Office:  Counseling

Office#:   638-0337

E-Mail:

	Class Meets:

Monday 11:00 – 12:50 (INC-2)

Wednesday 11:00 – 12:50 (INC-1)
	Class Meets:

Monday 1:00-1:50 (POR-4)

Wednesday 1:00-1:50 (POR-4)

	Office Hours:

Tuesday 12:30-2:30

Thursday 7:30-8:30

As Arranged
	Office Hours:


This section of English 1A is part of a learning community, two or more classes linked through a common theme or purpose.  As part of this class, you are also enrolled in the class(es) linked to this course.

Listed at the end of this syllabus are the objectives for English 1A as well as other relevant information about the types of writing required in English 1A.  As a means of meeting the objectives of this course and learning community, we will utilize real world writing through service learning.  Service learning will help you “Discover Your Passion” through

· Volunteering for as little as 15 hours over the duration of the semester at an organization your choice (with minimal restrictions)

· Writing about meaningful experiences

· Learning to share (through writing) your experiences with others

· Creating your own community service portfolio and enhancing your resume

English 1A Course Description:
English 1A is equivalent to the freshman composition course at a four-year university.  It focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository;  studying writing as a process; exploring different writing strategies; summarizing, editing, and critiquing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information).  

In this class instruction is supplemented with a website (Blackboard) that houses documents, announcements and other information; in addition; this site allows for e-mailing and online discussions.  Because of this, everyone must have an e-mail account.  E-mail and the blackboard should be checked weekly.  

Required Text:
Berndt, Michael and Amy Muse.  Composing a Civic Life:  A Rhetoric and Readings for Inquiry and Action.  New York: Pearson Longman, 2004.

Required Materials:
· HD Disk, label, and holder (You need a high density disk not a double density disk)

· Loose-leaf lined paper—paper with torn edges is not accepted

Required Course Work:
Class Participation








Required

Reading and/or Grammar Quizzes*






  5%

Reading Analyses, Group Work, In Class Writing, Homework, Etc.

10%

Service Learning Project, Presentation, Research Portfolio



45%

Essays










40%

Class participation is defined as reading the class assignments before coming to class; joining in the exchange of opinions in groups; starting appropriate new items for discussion; and perhaps most important of all, asking questions.

During the course of the semester you will be asked to do several in-class writings, some will be to analyze sections of reading assignments or elaborate your thinking through writing in response to class discussions.  These in-class writings will ask you to utilize your ability to write under pressure—a common academic challenge.  At times during the semester you will also be asked to write in groups—a common real world challenge.

*When figuring your final quiz grade, I will drop the two lowest grades and average the remaining scores.  A missed quiz is equal to a zero, and no make-ups are allowed.

You will write several essays for this course—all will be about four or more pages.  These essays will have gone through several drafts and peer editing sessions before they are turned in for a grade.  You are to keep all rough drafts, peer responses, and other work leading up to the final draft of your essay.  Most, if not all, of these essays will be sent to me through the blackboard.  I will read and respond to your work and send it back to you with comments and a grade.  However, I may ask to see your rough drafts, notes, peer responses, etc., so do not destroy these materials.  There will be one opportunity during the semester to revise an essay for a higher grade.

Grading Scale:

90-100%  =  A


80-  89%  =  B


70-  79%  =  C


60-  69%  =  D


  0-  59%  =  F

Reading Assignments:

· The short stories and other readings we will be doing are intended as models of different organizational structures or as information or inspiration for writing essays of your own.  I will try to give reading assignments a week or more in advance.  Your responsibility is to make sure you read the assignments carefully, looking up new vocabulary and noticing what makes the piece “work,” and to come to class ready to discuss the reading or to write about it in class.

· There will be various articles handed out during the semester to supplement our reading list.

· You will be asked to utilize the Internet several times during the course for assigned readings and for other important information.

Paper Policy:
· All papers must be revised and typed in accordance with MLA guidelines.  They should always be scholarly in appearance—no folders or fancy fonts. 

· All work leading to your final paper must be kept—for example, all prewriting, rough drafts, peer responses, and any other work produced.   

· Papers are due at the beginning of class on dates assigned.  Being absent does not excuse you from a due date.  If you cannot attend class, get your work in to me before the due date.

· Essays/assignments cannot be left in my box unless discussed with me before the due date.

· Should I discover while reading your essay that you have not run spell check or sufficiently proofread and edited your work, I will discontinue reading and return the essay to you.  You will then have until the following week to revise the paper (the return date will be clearly marked for you).  The highest grade such a "returned" paper can receive is a "C".

· Late papers are accepted for only one week following the due date.  Such work is read, evaluated, and dropped one full letter grade.

· You will be required to copy some of your essays in progress and distribute them to other students.  

Attendance Policy:

· Roll is taken every day within the first five minutes of class.  

· Excessive absences may result in the instructor dropping you from the course.  I consider three absences excessive.

· I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  

· I consider an unprepared student an absent student. 

Learning Community Drop Policy:

First day of semester through end of third week:

If a student drops one learning community course, the student will be de-enrolled from all courses in that learning community.  Exceptions will be made for a student who is enrolled in a learning community that is linked with a large group instruction course (i.e. History 12, Political Science 2, Art 2).  Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x.3502 for more information.

 

Fourth week through end of ninth week:
If a student drops one learning community course, the student will only be dropped from that one learning community course.  Student must meet with the learning community counselor to complete the learning community drop request form.  

 

Tenth week through end of semester:
All students are unable to drop beginning the tenth week, except students with extenuating circumstances.
     Contact Jennifer Casarez at 638-3641, x 3502 with questions.
Essential Information:
· It is your responsibility to stay informed concerning any changes of assignment due dates, readings, etc...  Missing a class does not excuse you from this responsibility.  (i.e., If due dates for assignments are given or changed, new assignments are given, etc. . . it is your responsibility to find out and adhere to the newest information.)  This means you should ask a trustworthy classmate for notes if you are absent, and you should come prepared when you return from your absence.  Being absent is not an excuse for late work, late essays, or just not knowing what is going on.

· It is the student's responsibility to officially withdraw from this and/or any course.  Failure to do so may result in an "F" grade being awarded.

· If you carry a cellular phone or pager, you need to have your “ringer” set for low volume or vibrate.  I will not tolerate phones or pagers going off during class.

· Because I utilize a classroom Blackboard, this means that a class e-mail list is generated.  This e-mail list is to be used for school related messaging only.  Any other use of the e-mail list will result in your name being removed from the class Blackboard.  Continued sending of unsolicited e-mail could be viewed as a form of harassment.  Appropriate action will be taken as necessary per school policy.

· This class schedule is set for the semester.  All doctor’s appointments, interviews, meetings with counselors, and other types of appointments are to be scheduled outside of class time during your “free” time.  Furthermore, for those with jobs outside of school, you should inform your employer of your class schedule.  

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Helpful Hints:
· Always keep a copy of each of your papers.  This protects you if the instructor should happen to lose one of your papers.  

· Keep track of your work.  You should save all of your work until the end of the semester so you can double check the grade recorded by the instructor.  

· Should you discover that you are unable to regularly attend class for whatever reason, it is imperative that you discuss this with the instructor as soon as possible.  Telling the instructor of work schedule changes, illness, family emergencies, etc. after missing several days/weeks is unacceptable.

Important Dates:
Martin Luther King, Jr.



Monday, January 17, 2005

Presidents’ Day Holiday



Friday-Monday, February 18-21

Final Drop Date




Friday, March 11, 2005

Spring Break





Monday-Saturday, March 21-26, 2005

Finals Week





Monday-Friday, May 16-20, 2005

English 1A Objectives

· Use standard American English appropriately for the various requirements of universities and the work place.

· Use advanced sentence writing skills.

· Employ a variety of prewriting strategies—outlining, free writing, clustering, and looping—as a means of planning.

· Plan and write coherent paragraphs and essays (know the functions of the thesis, topic sentences, methods of development, transitions, supporting sentences, as well as special paragraphs used for introductions and conclusions).

· Understand the use of rhetorical modes in organizing ideas.

· Understand the relationship between purpose, audience, organization and style.

· Read college-level material critically and with understanding.

· Write summaries and paraphrases that accurately reflect a source's content; is also able to evaluate that source.

· Know the process for writing effective research papers (conducts effective library searches, using the common tools of research; formulates thesis based on that research; selects, organizes, and outlines details and evidence to support the thesis; documents sources according to MLA style guide standards; and develops a coherent paper based on the evidence).

· Understands the requirements for successful argumentative papers (states thesis clearly; refutes opposing positions; accumulates evidence for position; avoids logical fallacies).

· Read for the points of view and varieties of cultural experience from the works of writers from different backgrounds, times, and ethnicities.

Present/Develop the following:

A.
Diagnostic Essay

B.
Narration-Description Essay


  1.
exercises involving paragraphing


  2.
use of specific details


  3.
role of time


  4.
use of dialogue


  5.
emphasis on active verb choices

C.
Expository Essays


  1.
exercises involving the different rhetorical modes:




a)
cause and effect




b)
comparison and contrast




c)
division and classification




d)
definition




e)
process


  2.
exercises involving the formation of thesis and supporting detail


  3.
exercises involving revision

D.
Introduction to Research

  1.
summarizing


  2.
paraphrasing


  3.
use of quotations


  4.
documentation

E.
Argumentation


  1.
reasoning


  2.
fallacies


  3.
pro-con structure

F.
Planning, Developing, and Writing the Research Paper


  1.
conventions in research


  2.
library reference tools


  3.
developing a topic—choosing, narrowing, and focusing


  4.
discovering information, surveying possible sources


  5.
selecting pertinent information—responsible note-taking


  6.
forming a thesis that states a position


  7.
evaluating and selecting evidence that supports or, perhaps, qualifies that position


  8.
integrating and organizing information from source material—outlining


  9.
drafting the paper for structural considerations

10.
use of Modern Language Association style (and other styles) for citation of sources, bibliography/works cited

11.
revising and presenting the paper

G.
Sentence Structure and Grammar Exercises—throughout the semester

Final





Monday, May 16, 2005 from 11:00-12:50














