Spring 2005

English 1A: Reading and Composition

Schedule #58166
Meeting dates: January 14, February 11, April 1, and May 13
6:00-8:00pm

HUM 62--Reedley Campus

Ms. Eileen Apperson

Office: Annex 5

Office hours: TTH 10-11

Office phone: 638-3641 ext. 3223

email: eileen.apperson@reedleycollege.edu


Throughout your college and professional careers you will be called upon to express yourself and your ideas in written form.  This course is designed to help you to enhance your reading, writing, and critical thinking skills that are necessary to communicate effectively.   The theme for this class is Environmental Issues.

English 1A is known as a “service” class, meaning that this course prepares you for both your future academic work and your eventual career.  In preparation for your future career, this class will model, as closely as possible, a workplace environment.  At times, you may be working collaboratively (as if on a committee) and be responsible for pulling your own weight on particular projects.  You will be required to be responsible and respectful toward your co-workers and your boss (instructor).  If you fail to show your responsibility and/or respect, you may be fired (dropped) at any point in the semester either by choice of your instructor or at the urging of your colleagues (see “Firing Policy” handout).


We will be covering a large amount of reading, writing, and class participation.   Be prepared.  The suggested rubric for study time outside of class is as follows:



High school level:  1 hour in class = 1 hour out of class studying



College level:  1 hour in class = 2 hours out of class studying

Required Texts/Materials:

Listening to the Earth, Christopher Hallowell & Walter Levy

The Craft of Revision, Donald Murray

A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson
a college level dictionary


several large bluebooks


email account
any writer’s handbook.  Shop around to see which one fits your need and pocketbook.  Don’t buy an 

additional handbook if you already have one.  If you don’t have one, buy one!
Minimum Class Requirements To Pass English 1A:


Attendance:  Class participation is vital.  Your final grade will suffer the consequences of lack of participation.  It is a good idea to check Blackboard and email on a daily basis.

Reading Assignments:  Those who are good writers are good readers.  Weekly reading assignments will be given.


Reading Responses:  You will be required to complete reading responses in conjunction with reading assignments.  These must be in MLA format and on time.  

Peer Response Workshops: You will be workshopping your writing throughout the semester.  Failure to submit your writings to the workshopping sessions will result in a lowered final grade.  You will be graded on both having material prepared for workshop and the quality of your responses to others’ writings.


Online Activities/Quizzes:  On a weekly basis, we will complete various activities worth a range of points.  No make-up work is allowed passed the due dates.  


In-class Writing Assignments/Exams:  You will at times be asked to do some in-class writing.  Some of these writings will consist of essay exams on reading assignments.


General Writing Assignments:  This class requires the completion of various graded writing assignments.  These must be in MLA format and on time.  Please keep all of your prewriting and drafts of each paper--I may ask to see your writing processes before I will accept an assignment.  


Since this class is focused on the writing process, I will read as many revisions (with substantial changes of course) as you wish me to see of the revisable assignments.   

Late Paper Policy:  Papers, activities, workshops, etc. are not accepted after the due date.

Due Dates: Generally, assignments will be posted by noon on Friday for the following week.  Assignments for the week will be due Fridays at noon.  
Other Items:

Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s words as your own. You will be caught, reported to the administration, and your college record will be in jeopardy.

Grading:  You will be graded on a point system scale.  A few assignments are revisable for an increased grade.  If you are failing the course at mid-term, you will automatically be dropped.
Writing Center (HUM59):  If possible, please consider enrolling in the Writing Center’s English 272 course or signing up for walk-in tutoring throughout the semester.  The importance of this service to your success in English 1A cannot be stressed enough.  Online tutoring is also available through the Writing Center at: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/academic/Departments/CandL/Writing%20Center/writingcenter.htm#
Accommodations: Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

All assignments are subject to change.


Percentages are as follows:



*Research papers grade=50%




10+ pgs. One mid-term research paper (revisable) and one final research 

   paper (not revisable).

General writing assignments grade=25%

6+pgs. Annotated works consulted (revisable)

3+pgs. Prospectuses for various assignments (not revisable)

10+pgs. Novel responses (not revisable)

20+pgs. Craft of Revision responses (not revisable)

10+pgs. Timed essay exams on reading assignments (not revisable)

Participation in online discussion/workshopping, etc.=25%



10+pgs. Workshop responses (not revisable)

15+/- pgs. Discussion Board
1+ pg. writing center submission response


Additional assignments may be added at any time.

*You must receive a collective 70% or higher grade on your research papers to be eligible to pass this class.

100% - 90% = A, 89% - 80% = B, 79% - 70% = C, 69% - 60% = D, 59%-50% = F

A final, important note:  Keep in mind that in this class, and for your entire academic future as well, your education is dependent upon you.  Your instructors are resources and facilitators.  It is you who is responsible for the learning that takes place.

“Ninety-nine percent of failures come from people who have the habit of making excuses.” 

–George Washington Carver

I, ____________________________________ have read and understand the class requirements and course information presented in Ms. Apperson's Spring 2005 syllabus for English 1A.  
Date:_______________

NAME:_________________________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER:_________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:__________________________________________________

