English 126 College Reading Skills
Mrs. Jan Zigler
Office:  Forum 8.  Hours:  MWF 11-12 or by appointment
Phone:  638-3641 ext. 3262

E-mail:  jnrys@comcast.net
Goals
1.  Develop reading skills that will apply to all college reading.

2.  Develop the ability to use context in learning new vocabulary.

3.  Learn to recognize main ideas and determine how details relate to them.

4.  Recognize that we see the world in terms of certain kinds of relationships and 

     that writing takes its organization from these patterns.

5.  Learn to evaluate not just facts but also the author’s purpose and attitude 

     (tone) toward a subject.

6.  Recognize that words may carry attitudes and feelings that can influence a 

     reader.

7.  Learn to apply reading techniques to study skills in general for better 

    understanding, organization, and retention of material.

8.  Come to an understanding that reading comprehension means very much the 

     same as critical thinking.

Materials

Text:  Design in Reading, second edition, by Rich Garrigus.  You’ll also need a binder, a simple folder, and a college dictionary.  A stapler is often useful.
Grading and Credit

English 126 is a three-unit class that satisfies the reading requirement for graduation.  The class is offered on a graded basis, with a credit/no-credit option.

Grades are determined on a point system so that you will be aware of your progress in meeting course requirements.  See the Point Total Sheet for details.
Participation and Attendance
Being a participant and a listener is your responsibility as a student.  You cannot contribute to group work or improve reading comprehension is you are not in class.  Students with more than eight absences will be dropped.  Homework for days missed must be turned in on the first day back to the class, and you are responsible for finding out what assignments you missed before you return to class.  
Your progress grade at the end of the sixth week will be determined by one article analysis, two tests, and in-class activities and homework.
Special Circumstances

If you know that you need a testing accommodation and/or if you have a diagnosed learning disability, please let your instructor know as soon as possible.
English 126 College Reading Skills

Topical Outline Spring 2005
Week
Dates

Topic


Textbook
Important Dates

1
1/10-14

Intro to course and
pps. 1-8; ch. 1




text—Joining the  



demic Dialogue

PART 1:  READING FOR INFORMATION

2
1/18-21*
Responding to

ch. 1 continued
M. L. KING HOLIDAY




Factual Information


3
1/24028
Recognizing Important
ch. 2




Information

4
1/31-2/4
Making Inferences
ch. 3






& Implied Main Ideas


Unit Test #1

5
2/7-11

Reading for Structure
ch. 4



6
2/14-17*
Reading for Structure
ch. 4 cont’d
Unit Test #2









2/18 LINCOLN HOLIDAY
 

SIX-WEEK PROGRESS REPORTS WILL BE BASED ON ALL WORK TO DATE

7
2/22-25*
The Reader’s Voice
ch. 5

Instructor must ok book choice









2/21 WASHINGTON HOLIDAY

8
2/28-3/4
The Reader’s voice
ch. 5 cont’d
Unit Test #3









Reading Portfolio ch. 5 due
FRIDAY, MARCH 11, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP A SEMESTER-LENGTH CLASS

9
3/7-11

Book Report work and writing conferences






PART II:  FROM INFORMATION TO PROOF

10
3/14-18

Evaluating what We
ch. 6

Book Report due




Think





MARCH 21-26 IS SPRING BREAK

11
3/28-4/1
Assessing Qualities &
ch. 7

Reading Portfolio ch. 6 due



Functions


12
4/4-8

Recognizing the Order
ch. 7 cont’d &
Unit Test #4




of Events

ch. 8


13
4/11-15

Seeing Connections
ch. 9






in Events



Reading Portfolio ch. 8 due

14
4/18-22

Seeing Connections
ch. 9 cont’d
Unit Test #5



in Events

15
4/25-29

Grouping & Dividing
ch. 10


16
5/2-6

Grouping & Dividing;
ch. 10 cont’d




Recognizing Similari-
ch. 11




ties and Differences


Reading Portfolio ch. 10 due
17
5/9-13

Recognizing Similari-
ch. 11 cont’d
Reading Portfolio ch. 11 due




ties and Differences


Unit Test #6
18
5/16-50

Final Exam week
Our final exam is Monday, May 16 from 9:00 to 10:50

English 126 Point Total Sheet


Name______________________

Compare with your Blackboard record

Hour_______________________

Homework, Quizzes, and In-class Assignments  10 points each
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


180-200= A
140-159= C
0-119= F





_____
160-179= B
120-139= D







  200




My grade for this category is__________

_______________________________________________________________

Unit Tests  Net 100 points each
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	


Average your best five test scores (total the best five scores and divide by five)

90-100= A
70-79= C
0-59= F






_____
80-89=   B
60-69= D







  100




My grade for this category is__________ ______________________________________________________________

Reading Portfolio Assignments  25 points each  

	#1: Ch 3
	#2:  Ch 5
	#3:  Ch 6
	#4:  Ch 8
	#5:  Ch 10 or 11

	
	
	
	
	


113-125= A
88-99= C
0-74=  F





_____
100-112= B
75-87= D







  125




 My grade for this category is__________

________________________________________________________________

Book Report 100 points

90-100= A
70-79= C
0-59= F

80-89= B
60-69= D







_____





My grade for this category is__________
  100

_______________________________________________________________

Final Exam  100 points

90-100= A
70-79= C
0-59= F






_____
80-89= B
60-69= D







  100
  _______________________________________________________________

Total Points Possible







_____

563-625= A

438-499= C

0-374= F



  625

500-562= B

375-437= D





My course grade is__________________
