English 126 - Reading Skills for College

Spring 2005 Syllabus

Reedley College
Instructor:

Jeff Ragan

Credits:

3

Class Schedule:
M & W 6:00-7:50 P.M.  Rm. PHY 75  
Voice Mail:

(559)638-3641 Ext. 9692 
E-mail:

jragan19@cvip.net
Important Dates:
January 10

Classes begin




January 17

MLK Holiday, no classes

January 21

Last day to drop class with refund



February 11

Last day to change CR/NC



February 21

President’s Day, no classes

March 11

9-week drop deadline




March 21-26

Spring Recess, no classes




May 16

Final

Course Description:
This course is designed to advance students’ reading skills into college level abilities in the areas of vocabulary usage, literal comprehension, and critical reading skills.  Students will learn to use various reading and reporting strategies for different writing styles.  Students will also relate old knowledge to new and discuss the relevance of the readings in light of knowledge gained.

Learning Goals:
1. The ability to identify and comprehend the main and subordinate ideas in a written work and to summarize the ideas in one’s own words. 

The ability to recognize different purposes and methods of writing, to identify a writer’s point of view and tone, and to interpret a writer’s meaning inferentially as well as literally.

3. The ability to separate one’s personal opinions and assumptions from a writer’s.


4. The ability to vary one’s reading speed and method (review, skim, review, question, and master) according to the type of material and one’s purpose for reading.
Content:
A.
Vocabulary

1. Context

2. Morphology

B. Comprehension

1. Literal

a. Subject

b. Main Idea

c. Details

d. Patterns of Organization

2. Analytical and Critical

a. Fact and Opinion

b. Intent

c. Attitude, Tone, and Bias

d. Inferences

e. Modes of Discourse

C.        Reading and Study Skills

D.
Fiction Book Reports (2)


Materials:
Text:  Langan, John. Ten Steps to Advancing College Reading Skills, fourth edition.  Townsend Press, 2004.
Dictionary:  A college level dictionary of your choice.


Other:  Three ring binder with lined paper, dividers, highlighters, and pens and pencils
Grading:
English 126 is a three-unit course required for graduation.  The class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  The grades earned on all course work will be combined in a total point average to determine the final grade for the course.  Your grade will be based on test and quiz performance, successful completion of all assignments (daily work, vocabulary work, and book reports), class participation, and attendance.  It is every student’s responsibility to collect all graded, returned work, and maintain an accurate account of all grades.  No late assignments accepted; no exceptions!




A= 90-100%




B= 80-89%
  





C= 70-79%
   

 

D= 60-69%
F= 59% or below
Attendance:
Regular attendance is required for this class.  Because you will be reading, writing, and discussing your reading during class, regular attendance is mandatory and is part of your grade.  Two tardies are equivalent to one absence.  If you have five absences by the end of the 9th week, the drop deadline, you will be dropped from the course.  Two consecutive weeks of absences at any time will result in your being dropped.
Accommodations:
Accommodations will be made for students with disabilities.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs. 

Tentative Spring 2005 Semester Schedule
Week 1 (1/10)
Introduction, Syllabus, Reading Process, Critical Reading, Reader/Writer Transaction, Reading Assessment 
Week 2 (1/17)
Texts Sets, Reader/Writer Transaction, Writing Prompts 
Week 3 (1/24)
Chapter 1
Vocabulary in Context
Week 4 (1/31)
Chapter 2
Main Ideas
Week 5 (2/7)
Chapter 2
continued
Week 6 (2/14)
Chapter 3
Supporting Details
Week 7 (2/21)
Chapter 3
continued
Week 8 (2/28)
Chapter 4
Implied Main Idea and the Central Point
Week 9 (3/7)
Chapter 4         continued

Week 10 (3/14)
Chapter 5
Relationships I

Spring Recess, No classes 
Week 11 (3/28)
Chapter 6
Relationships II
Week 12 (4/4)
Chapter 7
Fact and Opinion
Week 13 (4/11)
Chapter 8
Inferences
Week 14 (4/18)
Chapter 9
Purpose and Tone
Week 15 (4/25)
Chapter 10
Argument
Week 16 (5/2)
Combined Skills
Week 17 (5/9)
Review
Week 18 (5/16)
Final
*Schedule subject to change at instructor’s discretion
